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Abstract

Although caries risk assessment (CRA) tools are embedded in
Thailand’s Maternal and Child Health (MCH) record system, their systematic
integration into well-child clinic follow-up protocols remains inconsistent,
particularly in semi-rural settings. This cross-sectional analytical study aimed to
assess CRA, examining parental oral health care behaviors, and identifying
associated factors among preschool children aged 6 months to 3 years.

A total of 94 child-caregiver pairs were recruited using consecutive
sampling from the well-child clinic at Don Tum Hospital between July and
September 2025. Data collection using the CRA tool from the Thai MCH record,
structured questionnaires on knowledge, attitudes, behaviors, and enabling
factors, and clinical oral examinations performed by dental personnel.
Descriptive statistics and Chi-square, or Fisher’s exact tests, were applied.

Results showed that 44.7% and 36.2% of children had moderate and
high caries risk, respectively. Dental plague was observed in 66.0%, white spot
lesions in 40.4%, and dental caries in 30.9%. Most caregivers had moderate
knowledge and attitudes, while 50.0% exhibited oral health care behaviors
requiring improvement. Significant factors associated with caries risk included
parental education, household income, oral health literacy, social media
exposure, knowledge level, behaviors, and enabling factors (p < 0.05), whereas
attitudes were not associated.

These findings support the mandatory integration of structured CRA
into well-child clinic protocols, combined with caregiver behavior change
interventions delivered through primary care teams and Village Health

Volunteers, to reduce early childhood caries in semi-rural Thai communities.

Keywords: Early childhood caries (ECC); Caries risk assessment; Parental oral

health behaviors; Social determinants of oral health; Primary health care
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9INMIANBINUIT 0 nneuTBlS sudIu INMINTIUsTHUENNYBIUINVDLAN

Tngifmnudesiomsifniluyeglussiviunans  Aewfsifeulasiiuayaains wuii iniiasiy
Yova 44.7 sesunAesyiugs fovas 362 way  QAWEIRaABsemsAniluy Yerar 66.0 0%
seiuAn fovag 19.1 mudidu lnedezuuueds  wulaflullseosumju $ovas 40.4 waswuiluy oo
Wiy 14.2 Aguuy (SD = 4.6) ATUUUIGAVINTU & Az 30.9 mudTU deyarsnneed 7

TUUU UaATLULEAEAWINAU 24 AzuY Toyans
P91 6

] o v [ a < ! v
AN 6 NUIU UL i%ﬂUﬂ’NﬂJLﬁEN‘WUE\qI‘U@QLﬂﬂﬂ@‘N’JEJLTEJ‘Ll (n=94)

sEAUAERA MUY fouaz
a9 34 36.2
YuUnNang a2 4a4.7
i 18 19.1
39U 94 100

(Mean= 14.2 gy, SD= 4.6, Min= 4.0 AU, Max= 24 AzLiL)

= ° o = & 1 o Y
AN 7 U LAZITDYRY GUE’NWJ']QJL?{EN‘WUQIULWﬂﬂau’JHLﬁﬁu@ﬁﬁﬂiﬂamu@uﬂﬁqﬂi (n=94)

R (e laiides
nsUszuY o y o y
AU (F988%) AU (F288Y)
WUATIURAWYSE 62 (66.0) 32 (34.0)
Falullsesuniu 38 (40.4) 56 (59.6)
il 29 (30.9) 65 (69.1)
33 94 100
8. HANSMAFBUANUANNUSNAN1TUIZINIY L suaus Auguninyesiinves] Unases

amudssiunvasiinenouSeuiutladedng g AuduiusiuanudesilugegafidediAgn
9
HaMTIATIERANUduTUs sErInetdade @R (p = 0.041, 0.018 uag 0.006 AuANU)
e 9 Auanudsailugludnnswieisou wui BNWITEU AR IVIUNVBIAIAG WU N9
Jaduauszaunsane sreldasasou wagnns vLé’%JmTa;‘JJamﬂ?IaIm%aﬁmmé’uﬁuﬁ‘ﬁummﬁm
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fluneesiiodfynsada (o = 0.020) Tuvassd
mslisudoyannidmiiiasisugy enanasing
asnsaguUsES vty uazifloweyanaindda
Tdnuemuduiudegrsiidedfemeeda (o > 0.05)

wonantl wuh FYHIUANNS NOANTITUNTS
auagunmasn uarladuduaiy dauduiug
ﬁ’umwmﬁaqﬁmaﬂwﬁﬁ’aé’ﬁ@waﬁa (p=
0.047, 0.019 way 0.031 Mudsv) Tuveisd sz

iAuAR linupudunusog1slided Ay means
= 0.661)

Hadududoyanlu loud e ong
ADTUNTWANSE FNELT AUSLNUSULAN 91 TWes
W UNATEY Sud wneazetg veain lawuy
Awdistus Aueud sl ugeg el odfgymis
@ (p > 0.05)

(p

= v v s a = @ @ 1 a [y v 1
13791 8 Vlﬂﬁ’e)‘Uﬂ’ﬂ?,JﬁZLIWUﬁmaﬂﬂﬁﬂigLNUﬂ’NNLﬁEN‘WUB;JEU’ENLWWJEJﬂ’eJ‘L!Li?J‘lJﬂU‘{j@U@UEJG]N i

szé‘fumﬂmﬁlaaﬁu@
U2y 1 M dhunang 6N K(df) >
N n@%)  n (%) valve

WAEUNATa 0.07(2) 0965
U 14 3(21.4) 6 (42.9) 5(35.7)

Wﬁﬁ 80 15(18.8) 36 (45.0) 29 (36.2)

218 UNATAY 1.74(4) 0782
18-35 U 63 13(20.6) 29 (46.0) 21 (33.4)

36-50 U 22 4(182)  9(409)  9(40.9)

>51 1 9 1(112)  4(4448)  4(44.4)
anmuMNENTARUNATEY 3.93(4) 0417
161 6 2(333)  2(333) 2(333)

A 56 12(21.4) 27(482) 17(30.4)

Ne/ME/en 32 4(125) 13(40.6) 15(46.9)

ANEUN 0.36 (2) 0.835
WNG 87 17 (19.6) 39 (44.8) 31 (35.6)

U 9 (A3ad Baa) 7 1(142)  3(429)  3(429)

AMUFUWUSAULAN 0.27(2) 0874
Na/ul 79 15(19.0) 36 (45.6) 28(35.4)

Qi/au 4 15  3(200) 6400  6(40.0)

msﬁnm%aaﬁﬂﬂﬂsaq 8.23 (4) 0.041*
Uszou-u.au 25 3(120)  9(36.0) 13(52.0)

1. Uane/AU. 26 5(19.2) 12(46.2) 9 (34.6)

> tha/ S e 43 10(23.3) 21(488) 12(27.9)

a1ngUnAsas 271(2)  0.258
INEATNT/SUTN 57 9(158) 24(42.1) 24(42.1)

FUTIMS/STIEmNg 37 9(24.4) 18(486) 10(27.0)

328



Journal of Health Policy, Law and Administration Vol. 12 No.2 May-August 2026

izﬁumﬁmﬁmﬁu@
U2y I M dhunang 6N Y(df) i
N  n®%) (%) value
elaasaisou 10.12(2)  0.018*
< 15,000 UM 42 5(11.9) 16(38.1) 21 (50.0)
> 15,000 UM 52 13(250) 26(50.0) 13 (25.0)
n15lA TUAINT § VNN 10.98(2)  0.006*
YU nvasunAses
PElAsy 58 15(259) 28(48.2) 15(25.9)
lirelasy 36 3(83) 14(389) 19(52.8)
uwissauFilau
IUN.FISITUEY 392(2) 0141
lasu a1 10 (24.4) 20(48.8) 11(26.8)
laileisu 53 8(15.1) 22(41.5) 23 (43.4)
Da. 156 (2)  0.458
lasu 22 6273 10(455)  6(27.3)
laileisu 72 12(16.7) 32(44.4) 28(38.9)
wsspialazu
doludeasing 9 7.84 (2)  0.020*
asu 48 6(12.5) 18(37.5 24 (50.0)
lailasu 46 12(26.1) 24(522) 10(21.7)
Waweulndda 264(2)  0.267
1asu 17 2(118)  6(353)  9(529)
lailasu 77 16 (20.8) 36 (46.8) 25 (32.4)
WALAN 0.03(2)  0.986
Al 38 7(185) 17(44.7) 14 (36.8)
W 56 11(19.6) 25(a4.6) 20 (35.8)
YN 3.67(4) 0452
<13 18 6(333) 8(444) 4(222)
1-<2% 39 7(179) 18(462) 14(35.9)
2-3% 37 5(135) 16(432) 16 (43.2)
sEAUAMUIHUNATEY 7.96 (4)  0.047*
6N 32 10(31.3) 15(46.9) 7(21.8)
J1unand a1 6(14.6) 20(48.8) 15(36.6)
i 21 2095  7(333) 12(57.2)
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izﬁvﬂfnwﬁmﬂu@
U2y I M dhunang 6N X(df) i
N0  nO)  n(%) value
SEAUTIAUAREUNATD 241 (4)  0.661
N 42 10(238) 20(47.6) 12(286)
Uunang 46 7(152)  20(43.5) 19(41.3)
i 6 1(167)  2(333)  3(500)
STAUNGANTIN 11.82(4)  0.019%
A 8 4(500) 3(37.5) 1(125)
Uunan 39 10(25.6) 18(46.2) 11(28.2
i a7 4(85 21447  22(d6.8)
syautadedaeiu 10.64(4)  0.031*
A 30 10(33.3) 14(46.7)  6(20.0)
unan 50 6(120) 26(52.0) 18(36.0)
i 14 2(143)  2(143) 10(71.4)

* p-value < 0.05

anUTeNa
samsAnwilwandliifiuindnioute
Seuluiiui Anwnderud ssilunlussduiy
nansfsgsludndureudnann daenndesty
wnlusziulanuazanumsallulsemelned
gepanuniselsa ECC luseauga laganyly
Uszinasgld Urunanad e (World Health
Organization, 2022 ; Peres et al, 2019;
Duangthip et al., 2017) dowssuiisuiuna
msdisnanzguamrosnuisRadei 9
Anenumnuynvesitusluineny 3 Tuszanal
Youay 47.0 wuiman1sd nwail Tuualiy
HOAARBINUIEAUUTENA UazasouuIuNTd
fuifmuumiionadtesiadunmadifieaims
il aanad s ut oy aa1aalutszmalne
(Sakolwaree et al., 2024)
NANSATIVIARTNTINUATIUAUNTE
wagselsnszuzuInbudnd Juge azviou
nspvaumMaAnlsaluszess uiui daaunso
Joatuldl 3saenndesiundngiuiiszyinnsm
Qaunsdiduiusdanudssddguedsaiiug
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( American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry,
2014; Tinanoff et al,, 2019) wazdsAAa 897U
n3@ nuluuszindlng (Boonyawong et al,
2022)

A1udadeAvung U N WUINTEAY
nsanw 518l uasmslasudeyaavninues
Funasosd anudusius Auanud vailug 3
A9AAA DA ULUIA A social determinants of
health (Obeidat et al., 2024; Boonyawong et
al, 2022) wagaruisaes vrula n1eld
Andersen’s Behavioral Model ﬁ%iﬁLﬁUUVlUW
vosladuide wu selduarmadndauinis T
MIAMUARAI NS AUV (Alkhawaldeh et
al,, 2023; Chen & Gu, 2021)

Tudmunginssy winusvesiunases
firwdaius furnuidssituy uwidmudesing
Feine “Anu3” uag “mIuun” leenginssy
froglusziudesiiulss Jsaonndesiu COM-
B model 7 85 U7 1A nssuLd unaain
ANHENNTA ToN1a uagiksgala (Buchanan et
al, 2021) lngAmNusagiauALaNNTe YUz
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Uademsugianasmsinfausmsasioulania
Feaonadosiunms@nundily ComB Tumsusu
NHANTIUAVAINY 89UNN (Jolfaei & Tahani,
2025)

msAnwilamuauduiusuesiaund
FuAuid vailuy §sonagiioudadiinves
ASANYIUUNIAGATIN 989lsAnIL MIANY)
sggzEmMUIIAIeR gun TS
Aumatiiailunluin (Chou et al, 2025) uay
donPanIiu Health Belief Model (Wang et al,
2022)

wonani nslésudayarndeledead
ANd s Fumnud ssilug azvouunum
vosdendvianengAnssuaunmlutiagtu uas
Fltuarusiduvesnstamssuud oans
avunnii il unw luseAuszuuuinig wa
nsAnwagsioutasinslunsdnnangand og
wagnsly CRA agnalluseuu (Sitthisettapong
et al, 2021) Fviu losmnmuaudiniusves
selfuazmsidrdauimstuaandosituy 39
iaweliysanis CRA 1gAadngunimand
wieurivumanasgunsuasiaunidusiie
UINTT MUANUUYIUMYBIRNENANATENE S
98l s sam NN TLAEALA LA Mg
ASYFANERS LUDUIAN

Tudsosdanug msdnmisodaiy

v

I DU alUN UN N 9vUUNVaIUTEINALNY Lag

, Y
Y

= U aa
IR uUNUIMYeIUaTevansif taaaniy

1%

Jaduine wienaduayumsldnsounuiAne 1
waAnssu (McNell, 2023) oendlsfionas iilesan
Dun1sfnwwuuniednwne 3sesuiglaiies
ANNFNTUS 581198 MUT wazsin1sAnw
LuuRanuviensveaeiiuifsluewian
d3una

msdnwiuandiisuindnnoutedeuly
fufiAnwdanudssitunlussduuunassgdu

dAdIUADUT19UIN T I@DAAE BINUADIUNITA
LAUUTENA I9gANUE R InanIl AmNUFUN LS AU
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AU WaENOANTILYRIUNATEY TIRUTENe
wswgdanmuaznadnfsuinmsauam vagiiad
A1uUsEINTA1ans L nuANd U us a9l
Toddy Tnewmzunumvestadoise wu s1eld
wazmadnfiauins Feflanuduiusiveuidss
flun gt el Tedunuasnndoatunsou
wiIAA COM-B wag Andersen’s Behavioral Model

Tudssruuuing i esanms@nwnil
nuinsdnfisuimsuarseladenuduiusiu
Anuidesiiug uauslyinsueuniiosuiudninay
wanUsyAugUANLMaAkAz U IBUT NSUTUYE
ysanmsnsUsziiunnud seflue (CRA) 1914
AATnauNMANG TneMruALIATEIUNNSAANTEY
wazwaundudad Yan uamuinig ndeuasy
unumeanainsans1sagulunsRAmung Ay
HunATeN

Tudsulewny msatuayumadndasnig
Jostuludinidn lnsaniznguiusnzuns s3ud9
Wannsruvdeasquamiisinanmifiosesiuns
Sudfeyarudiondvia mugrumsinsaminenns
WATAUANANMLATYIPNENS

Tavagyu msananud sl unludinidn
IndusetofmMsAIluruwuuyYINNTIEnI N
ASOUATY YU UATTEUUIMSguaM e liAR
NadwSeugumiEBuluszeven
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