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Abstract

The aims of the current study were 1) to explore move sequence in the abstracts published
in the science journals and 2) to investigate the language used in moves: tenses, voices, and types of
sentence structure. The samples used in the study consisted of 50 abstracts published in the science
journals on Thai-Journal Citation Index Centre during 2017-2018. The data analysis was based on the
analytical theory of Santos (1996); meanwhile, the data were analyzed through frequency and
percentage. The findings showed 1) the move sequencing found in the science journals abstracts
featured six patterns and all patterns were ended with discussions (M5) and 2) the most frequently
used language consisted of the past tense (53%), the active voice (66%), and simple sentence (59%).
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The Five Moves

Move 1: Situating the research Move 2: Presenting the Move 3: Describing the
Sub-move 1A - Stating current research methodology
knowledge Sub-move 1A - indicating main

And / or features Move 4: Summarizing the
Sub-move 1B - Citing previous And / or results
research Sub-move 1B - indicating the Move 5: Discussing the

And / or main purposes research
Sub-move 1C — Extended And / or Sub-move 1 - Drawing
previous research Sub-move 2 — Hypothesis raising | conclusion
Sub-move 2 - Stating the And / or
problem Sub-move 2 - Giving

recommendations
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