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Abstract

Human beings are destroying natural resources, andmany speciesof wildlife are
being threatened with extinctionas a result. It is hunting and the wildlife trade in
particular that are causing wildlife populations to diminish rapidly. In 1975, the
Conventionon International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITES) took effect to control the international wildlife trade. The Convention
established a permit system that differentiates on the basis of the conservation
status of a species to provide protection for wildlife in international trade. Wildlife
populations continue to decrease, however, because of the high demand for wildlife
products. Transnational criminal organizations have become significant playersin
wildlife trafficking due to the high profits offered by the illegal wildlife trade. These
criminal enterprises possess global networks, expertise in smuggling, and access to
illegal markets that have made CITES alone insufficient to effectivelyprotect wildlife
from illegal international trade. It is therefore important to apply the provisions of
other agreements and lawsto assist in the fight against the illegal wildlife trade.
Those would include international agreements such as the United Nations
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (UNTOCQ), and Thai laws including
the Wildlife Preservation and Protection Act, B.E. 2562, and the Prevention and
Suppression of Participation in Transnational Organised Crime Act, B.E. 2556.

AdAY:  anapuAdniUn, 1TINIINAednIUN, BIANTONYYINTTUTIUYIA
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on-the-illegal-wildlife-trade-october-2018-declaration, 2019 (March, 8).

SUNODC, Transnational Organized Crime in EastAsia and the Pacificc A Threat Assessment
(Bangkok: UNODC, 2013), p. 80.
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°R. Lohanan, “The elephant situation in Thailand and a plea for co-operation,” in Ijas
Baker and MasakasuKashio (ed.), Giants on Our Hands, Proceedings of the International Workshop
on the Domesticated Asian Elephant, UN Food and Agricultural Office (FAO) 2002.

"TRAFFIC [Online], available URL: https://www.traffic.org/site/assets/files/11073/trading
_faces_thailand.pdf, 2019 (March, 8).
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8TRAFFIC, What’s Driving the Wildlife Trade? A Review of Expert Opinion on Economic
and Social Drivers of the Wildlife Trade and Trade Control Efforts in Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao
PDR and Vietnam, East Asia and Pacific Region Sustainable Development Discussions Papers, The
World Bank, Washington DC, 2008.

*The Guardian Newspaper [Online], available URL: https://www.theguardian.com/environ
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1OUNODC, Transnational Organized Crime in East Asia and the Pacific: A Threat
Assessment (Bangkok: UNODC, 2013), pp. 83-84.
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14Alexandre Kiss and Dinah Shelton, International Environmental Law, 3rd ed. (UNEP,
2003), p. 213.
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2018 (June, 20).
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2018 (June, 20).
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18CITES, Article V [Onlinel], available URL: https://www.cites.org/eng/disc/text.php#lll,
2018 (June, 20).

19CITES, Article VIII [Online], available URL: https://www.cites.org/eng/disc/text.phptll,
2018 (June, 20).
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