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Abstract

Thailand is a member of the International Labour Organization (ILO) since its
establishment in 1919 (B.E.2462). At present, ILO has a total of 187 member
countries who had certified the Conventions of approximately 190 issues. However,
the ILO does not enforce the member countries to comply with the entire
Conventions or Recommendations, but merely asks them to follow at least 8 issues
which are the Main Conventions (Core Conventions). Until now, Thailand have
ratified of only 19 Conventions, most of them are pertaining to labor protection in
general. Yet significant matters as the certification of freedom to establish an
employer-employee organization, negotiation or even matters regarding social
security (the lowest standard): social security, social welfare and medical treatment
as well as maintenance of social rights, still have not been ratified by Thailand.

The reason that Thailand have ratified only 19 of the ILO Conventions, a
small number comparing to all other ASEAN countries, possibly, because Thailand
have good internal law that complies well with the ILO Conventions. Nevertheless,
it is apparent in the Convention No. 102 regarding the minimum social security that
Thai Social Security Law has not yet been set up benefits for family welfare and
welfare for the dependent’s living. To ratify any Conventions with the ILO, Thailand
must consider carefully the decisions for the ILO have set a strict process of
ratification that once Thailand have ratified, it should follow the regulations.
Another reason could be because Thailand believe that the internal law is modern
and complete, particularly, the social security of the ILO Social Security law which
has long been issued. For example, the Convention No. 102 on the Social Security
and the Minimum Standards of Social Security was issued in 1952 seem not be up-
to-date and align with the country current conditions.

From the above-mentioned considerations, the authors have
two suggestions. First, Thailand should review the 19 Conventions that has been
ratified in Thailand to make them up to date. Second, if it requires ratification of any
Convention in the future, the best way is that Thailand should accelerate the legal

provisions or regulations, especially regarding social security or social welfare, to be



equal or better than ILO's Social Security Convention. This idea is now being fairly

well taken into action by the government of Thailand.

Keywords: convention, recommendation, ratification
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