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Abstract

Other than the beauty of Thailand’s nature, charms, and cultures, a good
and efficient justice system is also one of the factors that creates trusts for tourists
to visit Thailand. The Ministry of Tourism and Sports and The Royal Thai Police have
seen the importance of creating trusts for tourists and there by stablishing a
specialized police department, which is Tourist Police. At present, Tourist Police
have been upgraded to Tourist Police Bureau. However, Tourist Police is currently
lacking the powers of investigation. A subordinate law had not specified the
investigation duty of Tourist Police. Which has made the current Tourist Police lack
powers of investigation and can only inspect crime scene and evidence. Tourist
Police only have the power to arrest and send the suspects to the local inquiry
official for further legal process. Therefore, when the criminal cases involving tourists
or affecting tourism occurred, the investigation duty is moved to the local inquiry
officials. As local inquiry officials already have too much work and do not have a
specialized legal knowledge or language knowledge, regarding tourists as competent
as Tourist Police, it can be seen that the power and duties that the Tourist Police
have do not comprehensively cover the tasks they need to take responsibility for
according to Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand, the Criminal Procedure Code
and regulations of the police. This is not considered an efficient country reform with
regard to the justice system and it is not an amendment or improvement of laws on
power and duties of the police in an appropriate manner, making the case
proceedings in accordance with the justice system unsystematic, delayed, and
inefficient. Therefore, an amendment should be provided to enable Tourist Police
to have power to carry out investigation. However, the power should be limited to
investigation of specific cases associated with direct power and duties of Tourist
Police only. In meantime, laws on tourisms should be added a provision that
empower Tourist Police to have power to carry out investigation in related matters.
If there was an amendment to the law to grant Tourist Police the powers of
investigation, next issues that must be discussed are the problems on the types of

crimes that are under the jurisdiction of Tourist Police, the problems on the
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responsible investigation area of Tourist Police, and the authority to investigate
tourism business and guides. This article compares the authorities of other
specialized police department in Thailand to be used as model in creating properly

authorities of Tourist Police.

Keywords: Tourist Police, Tourist Police Bureau, Authority and duties of Tourist Police
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