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Abstract

Each type of tourism industry is differentiated by its purpose and popularity
timely, for instance religious tourism, historical tourism, and water tourism. In this
paper, we have focused on the legal trends that will be governed the scuba diving
industry and its environmental impacts. In the eyes of the global society, the underlying
concerns in scuba diving activities is, the environmental factor that can be regarded
a big problem. Although efforts have been generated to find solution and degree of
remediation through campaign channels, the cooperation and awareness is instilled.

At present, Thailand is one of the dream destinations for scuba diving especially
the southern seas on both sides of the ocean. Scuba diving is becoming more popular
and accessible because of beautiful nature under the sea and the use of social media
to promote via online channels as well as other factors such as through artists and
celebrities. The administrator relating to scuba diving tourism has adopted legal
measures in order to mitigate the issue, but there are often legal gaps in interpreting
the provisions to the actual situation. Further, there are weaknesses in Thai law that
lead to problem of entities to take legal measures.

However, there is still no provision or specific penalty for any infraction
deriving from scuba diving tourism. There may be only a drafted bill on similar issues
which have not yet been effective. Recent statistic has shown that many countries
including international organizations are trying to push forward solutions to marine
environmental problems. The exchange of information, tactics, and policies to resolve
the issue is expected, with the legal norm to restrict illicit scuba diving acts as a
possible conclusion.

It is a big challenge for each related department to initiate reviews of the
provisions that are in force and to effectively integrate them with other agencies.
Whether such measures were to overlap, the discretion of each department would
still make a difference to the standard of interpreting laws governing scuba diving
tourism.This is a significant aspect of the legal gap that is causing indirect damage

to the maritime environment. In addition to future aspirations for absolute management
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of the issues raised in this article, the illustration of international scuba diving
regulations and offshore environmental legislation from other nations is compared
and applied. In addition, if we could improve the trend of legal violation toward the
scuba activities, it might result in the deep-sea environment sustainable also generate

income factor for the country in the long run.

Keywords: water -tourism industry, scuba diving, marine environmental law
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1. Ui

“Every time you dive, you hope you’ll see something new — some new
species. Sometimes the ocean gives you a gift, sometimes it doesn’t”. — James Cameron

1uﬂaa;ﬁ’u§maﬁwﬁw§ﬂLﬁamiﬁuwmmiuazmiviam?im (Recreational Scuba Diving)
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5@Lﬁwﬁﬂu@wmaﬂawamqé’uﬁuﬁu  dlaflsufiulssmataduawioniiemiamgadu o
desniuvawniazanuiidunumsmmeiafiasnuiitidedownnine saudeaildane
Tunveaflemeidnaitligannin TnsenizegisBanastindn (Scuba Diving) dwsu
wdsinaniideidswesUsumalneenautsUssiamanudnearanudnuasUssianves
auhaulaluninennssssumaliinlasad
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2) wnasiunszaunay Wuuvasiniifegluwuaing
NEid 5 nesiiusdl [Wusuy
3) uasnnwued’ Wukrassniifieglunwitndn laun innzusu tnizandey
nesfiuFelu imewn Myin1edlau fude fuwes imendide nesiuladu JWudu leed
invieseingudmingananvanvanggiianailan ey glsy wauawnufiuiey sangy
v oA a IS 1 a1 ! Y a % a =) a9
wosuil ey giinAwlde wu gdu geens lindu Ju ansgewsnivse seanside

"uaaUIkaE SEAULULENAUEN YN NN TMmEnSuAzANEN.
*Wrstc, World Recreational Scuba Training Council Home Page [Online], available URL:

http://www.wrstc.com/main, 2020 (November, 9).
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“Thaiways magazine, Top Dive Sites in Thailand [Online], available URL: http://www:
thaiwaysmagazine.com/thai_article/31 01 top dive/top_dive.html, 2018 (November, 5).
‘yusenaniuni (5) Useiiunisviondien (ne. 2561 - 2580).
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*Standard of Thailand Tourism in Diving Activity: 147: 2562 of Department of Tourism and Sport.
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BManoj Shivlani, A Literature Review of Sources and Effects of Non-extractive
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Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management, Definition & Classification
System for Thailand [Online], available URL: http://pdf/helpfulresources/factsheets/mpa
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$Nomadic Matt, The Complete Guide to Diving in Thailand [Online], available
URL: http://www.nomadicmatt.com/travel-blogs/the-complete-guide-to-diving-in-Thailand, 2020
(November, 10).
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3Department of Transport, Recreational Boat Registration [Online], available URL: http://
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33Coolpin, History of Diving in Thailand [Online], available URL: http://www.siamscubadiving.
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travel-law-fag, 2019 (January, 6).



MFATIUAA aUUDRAERS 51

tndinesnienisfiazldnumedniuiadndni o1adosditnsinguneiidegudaun
#3UMNTBNsARA e Aiuguase1slnadn”

Frewmananangnn AnuEeulnuvamiweINTsTIUTIAIIMELA Sufntumsnz
YransauUsIARINn1sAsIvdeuiidarlsasdanuy saudenisiivndnindelwmids
vnUszaunsalluntsvieniieaditindnegneszinse 3 FeenaiinainnisGeuntsdeusini
LlglFnuddiudssdiudnaningiens snvilsasousidhnieldndntniEeusni
sonududnunn mssysnuminensssumazenagnasiasluthslufanssunisvieailen
mmaﬂLmaumamawﬂﬁlmmmL‘Wi%mimmmmmaﬂLmamiqaqmﬂmwamﬂaﬁmu,ay
anuUaensievesinvieniteasiihdn msmmu@lﬂmLiawaqwﬂmmimm 9ITU N5V
wﬂwﬂumsmqmiummﬂmﬂmmmLasmwanumiwsamiﬂqﬂﬂwmmuﬂu,ammﬂm

TunsegiusnwInsnenssssurIRdsanseauauaryasly®
4. NYUAIBLATLUIULEUILIEININTFIUNMIANN TuANsU TN A

wnsnswazunddingmnevesnissninanlusssemaietuasg il
uardetidudosdunndenannisiiidn Vssmeusnilldvdueniumnfe Ussinaeeainside
fesnlugausn 9 vesnsviendieadnindn The Great Barrier Reef lutsimaiiie duumds
fihdidngniilantianuadladusuduiu q Ssuiananeeamsidouazsgang 4 16
Folvidmsguuasngunasiinnunadiielfiduuumageuaugsiasnidninessydon
munduslunsfineusunssiidn desmundiniunisnsaseuuenuieluaninasgu
Iuisﬁu%’gﬁqﬁ%ﬁ’qﬁuLLawé’ﬂUﬁﬁ’aLﬁ"e)L‘fJuLmeaLLaszQuﬁaﬂsimﬁw%Lﬁamiﬁ’ﬂﬁiau
ygoulanargsiafifdnfusidos jiRmuduurihegaasaain®

TuiRvesnsfunsosdunndenisuisooanadelditusonnassiuanares MPA® way
nMsdnnsdandounimeialag International Union dvsunguniseysntsssusa (IUCN)

3Faculty of Social Sciences, Srinakharinwirot University, Walking Together (Bangkok:
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