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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to study a case of monks who violate the
Buddhist discipline and cause a criminal offense. An accused monk possibly has to
leave the Buddhist monkhood as the investigative officer receives a criminal complaint in
accordance with the Sangha Act B.E. 2505 (1959). The research adopted the qualitative
research method with documentary analysis and collected data from the Vinaya
Pitaka, the Sangha Act, B.E. 2505, descriptions of criminal laws, knowledge sources
from electronic media and interview of qualified expert to analyze the results of the study.

According to the study of 227 clauses of Buddhist discipline, it was found that
there were 24 clauses, namely 4 Parajikas, 2 Sanghadisesas, 2 Aniyata and 16 Pacittiya
offenses, related to criminal offenses as stated in 16 sections including Section 276,
278, 279, 288, 326, 334, 341, 358, 359, 378, 389, 390, 391, 392, 393 and 397 of the
Criminal Code and Section 11 of the Forest Act, B.E. 2484 (1941) and Section 20 of
Cruelty Prevention and Welfare of Animal Act, B.E. 2557 (2014).

The author puts forward the following suggestion. An accused monk leaving
the Buddhist monkhood after being accused of committing a crime according to the
Sangha Act, B.E. 2505 was not performed based on voluntary. To prevent and raise
the awareness to ensure no unreasonable punishment inflict on a monk, the Sangha
and responsible agencies should encourage monks to study the Buddhist disciplines,
relevant criminal laws and the Sangha Act, B.E. 2505. Additionally, the 24 Buddhist
disciplines should be applied in the Dharma examination of the monks in each year

as appropriate.

Keywords:  violation of buddhist disciplines, Monk, Sangha Act B.E. 2505 (1959)
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