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Abstract

Water allocation and use are regulated under Thailand’s water resources law
based on the fact that water is precious and restricted to nourish economic and social
activities, thus the State is required to adopt legal rules on water allocation and use
for water justice. This law is quite new and needs for legal development dealing with
water users’ rights and responsibilities. This research found that Japan’s water legal
concepts would be interestingly based on global water management standards and
would provide key ideas that could be applied to Thailand’s water allocation and
use, possibly in the form of best practice for a request and consideration of a water
permit by the Department of Water Resources (DWR). Yet, its scope of application
must be clear when the DWR has the authority to enforce the law of water allocation
and use only confined to water areas that are not designated as protected areas

under other laws.

Keywords: water allocation and use, Japanese water law, the scope of application

of Thai water law
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'Environment and Social Development East Asia and Pacific Region, The World Bank,
Water Resources Management in Japan: Policy, Institutional and Legal Issues (Washington
D.C.: World Bank, 2006), p. 10.

Mitsuo Takezawa and Hiroshi Gotoh, Measures for Mitigation of Flood Hazards in Japan
[Online], available URL: https://www.witpress.com/Secure/elibrary/papers/ 9781845645601/97818
45645601004FU1.pdf, 2020 (November, 14).

*Infrastructure Development Institute-Japan, Rivers in Japan (Japan: Infrastructure Development

Institute-Japan and Japan River Association, 2006), p. 6.
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‘United Nations General Assembly Resolution 64/292 The Human Rights to Water and
Sanitation (July 2010).

*Salmon M.A. Salmon and Daniel D. Bradlow, Regulatory Frameworks for Water Resources
Management [Online], available URL: https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/
10986/7054/362160revORegulatoryOwater01PUBLICL.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y, 2020 (June, 18).
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*Ministry of the Environment, Government of Japan, The Basic Environment Law and
Basic Environment Plan [Online], available URL: https://www.env.go.jp/en/laws/policy/basic
(p.html, 2019 (September, 4).
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"Infrastructure Development Institute-Japan, op. cit, p. 3.

®River Bureau of Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transportation, Flood Management
in Japan (Japan: River Bureau of Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transportation, n.d.), p. 14.

*The River Law (Law No.167 of 1964), article 7.
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“Toshikatsu Omachi, The River Law with Commentary by Article: Legal Framework for
River and Water Management in Japan (Japan: Infrastructure Development Institute-Japan IDI
Water Series No.4, 1998), p. E5.

"The River Law (Law No.167 of 1964), article 4.
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“The River Law (Law No.167 of 1964), article 5.

“The River Law (Law No.167 of 1964), article 2.

“ngmungldendn “permitted water right.”

“Michitaro Nakai, Introduction of Water Right System in Japan (Japan: NARBO Associate-Asian
Development Bank Institute, n.d.), p. 2.
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"The River Law (Law No.167 of 1964), article 23.

"Michitaro Nakai, op. cit, p. 5.

“Ibid.

“Ministry of Land Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism (MLIT) Ordinance, article 11 para 2.
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