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Abstract

A comparative study and legal development of rape law is a qualitative
analysis involving documentary research on the legal development of rape law in
Thailand and its comparison to rape laws abroad. The rape laws in the United States
of America, England, and the Commonwealth of Australia were studied and compared
with Thai rape law. In-depth interviews and focus groups were conducted with
personnel in the justice process in designated areas.

The results found that the legal development of rape law in Thailand has
established that rape is an offense that must be punished under the Penal Code of
the Kingdom of Siam R.S. 127 (A.D. 1908). Due to the obsolescence of these laws,
revisions have been made. It was found that problems with sex offense laws must
be addressed to clarify 1) the determination of the offense, 2) the amendment for
heavier punishment, and 3) the definition of measures to deal with sex offenders.
Additionally, a comparative study of rape laws in foreign countries should be undertaken
to address problems and obstacles as well as to improve the Thai Penal Code.

Keywords: legal development, rape, punishment
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