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Abstract

This research article focuses on the study of criminal measures regarding
the sale of contact lenses. Presently, there are a number of contact lens wearers
in Thailand, especially juveniles and teenagers, who use contact lenses for vision
correction or cosmetic purposes. However, The Medical Device Act B.E. 2551 (2008)
classifies contact lenses as medical devices. This is because of its possible harmfulness
whereby a misuse of contact lenses may affect wearers’ health. If the contact lens
business doers, especially contact lens sellers who are closest to consumers, are
able to sell contact lenses freely without adequate knowledge and carefulness nor
being regulated by the government, it may result in severe eye conditions in contact
lens wearers. Accordingly, contact lens sellers should be appropriately controlled in
order to provide the highest safety standards to contact lens users in Thailand. The
researcher, therefore, studied the guidelines aimed at controlling contact lens sellers
by focusing on the imposition of criminal measures in order to effectively regulate the
sale of contact lens and help reduce the risk of eye injuries in contact lens wearers.
The researcher also compared the regulatory controls for contact lens in the United
States and the Republic of Singapore as to be guidelines on which a revision of
contact lenses-related laws of Thailand could be based.

The study finds that there has currently been no law or regulation that
controls contact lens sellers in Thailand. The Medical Device Act B.E. 2551 (2008)
only stipulates that contact lens manufacturers and importers must be controlled,
and that production and import of contact lenses need to be approved by the
government. However, on the part of the sellers, the law only requires them to certify
that all contact lens products are appropriately labeled. Given that contact lenses
are hazardous that can affect the well-being of the wearers, the existing control is
considered insufficient. When compared to those legal measures of the United States
and the Republic of Singapore, it is worth noting that both countries have put in place
laws that clearly prescribe the qualifications of people who can sell contact lenses,
including ophthalmologists, optometrists and certified opticians who are specially

trained to sell contact lenses. In addition, contact lens buyers in the above-mentioned
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countries are required to present their prescriptions issued by contact lens specialists.
This is to make certain that the buyers have proper optometry and proper eye health
to wear contact lenses.

Consequently, this research article recommends that there should be
amendment to certain provisions of the Medical Device Act B.E. 2551 (2008), in order
to control contact lens sellers in the same manner as it does to manufacturers and
importers. The government may require all contact lens sellers to be licensed and
specify the qualifications for those who intend to sell contact lenses. Even though
ophthalmologists and optometrists may automatically be eligible to register for
a license to sell contact lenses, the current number of eye care professionals in
Thailand is ostensibly insufficient. Accordingly, training course should be provided
to ordinary people to have sufficient knowledge and basic safety rules in the field
of contact lenses, with those having completed the training being required to pass
an examination in order to receive a sale license. This research article also suggests
to impose criminal measures and penalties on those selling contact lenses without
having a sale license, with a view to protecting contact lens wearers in Thailand.

Keywords:  criminal measures, contact lenses, medical device
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