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Abstract

This research article aims to examine the Water Supply Canal Protection Act,
B.E. 2526 (1983) which prescribes the procedures within water supply canal zones that
require permission from the responsible waterworks authority in the respective area,
as specified under Section 7 of the Act. This Act identifies three entities responsible
for waterworks management: the Metropolitan Waterworks Authority, the Provincial
Waterworks Authority, and waterworks operated by other state agencies, such as
provincial administrative organizations, sub-district administrative organizations, or
municipalities.

The content of this article discusses the Water Supply Canal Protection Act,
B.E. 2526 (1983), which was enacted during a time when urban communities had
not yet expanded significantly. The main objective of the Act was to prevent the
destruction of water supply canals or the water within them, by prohibiting certain
actions or requiring permission for activities related to the canals. At that time, the
Provincial Waterworks Authority was established separately from the Metropolitan
Waterworks Authority.However, today, the Act is not in alignment with the operations
of various agencies due to the country’s ongoing development, urbanization, and
economic growth. This has led to the need to ensure an adequate water supply to meet
the increasing public demand.As a result, the government has decided to excavate
additional canals to transport raw water from external sources to produce potable
water within the responsibility zones of state agencies. Nevertheless, the ensuing
issue is the authority to grant permissions and the responsibility for maintaining the
water supply canals, along with the financial burdens of operations. These conflicts
have led to public confusion regarding which agency should be primarily approached
for any actions related to the water supply canals.

Given these reasons, it is recommended to resolve issues related to the
jurisdiction for granting permissions by agencies responsible for water supply canals.
Specifically, it is proposed that the authority to grant permissions related to water
supply canals, as well as the responsibility for their maintenance, be assigned to the

Waterworks Authority, without restrictions based on service area boundaries. It also
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suggests establishing memoranda of understanding (MOUs) or inter-agency collaboration
frameworks to promote operational clarity, reduce the burden on the public, and
enhance sustainable management of waterworks canals and water resources in the

future.

Keywords: water supply canal protection act, authority of government agencies,

waterworks canal management
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3.1 d15150u5gaIAlYs
a15130u55deALUS TSz uuUssU iU sEaE A mgeuaiidn v LUy s g
seuudszliimsiansiee Public Utilities Board (PUB)® &ilntihiaseuaguviadiuszun

a

PAinununenuafunaTes wany Laus wWsnues, UVImmﬂﬁﬂnﬂiae%’umauﬁmi@ﬁa
gnnuﬁu [Online], available URL: https://bit.ly/3XcBFuk, 2567 Ay, 10).

"“The Ministry of Sustainability and the Environment, Our History [Online], available URL:
https://www.mse.gov.sg/about-us/our-history/, 2024 (April, 1).

"PUB, Singapore’s National Water Agency, ‘Drainage’ (PUB, Singapore’s National Water
Agency) [Online], available URL: https://www.pub.gov.sg, 2024 (April, 1).
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wazThide uwanimannrans (W, thvzandy, thidesluda NEWater, thihdhaindssnean)®
dngvuny Sewerage And Drainage Act 1999 ﬂ’fgfﬁaL?‘{mﬁ’umﬁmuqumﬁzmafw
nstestutivin wardnwieuaveinnans nedanszddny Toud fvuseusuiinveu
vomhsnuiiAedes lnevdnde PUB Asalusidunmsuinminssiiivaende daanm
dnaBunsUsendnt uazmslithededsfurueusuiiowuy 3P Wserwu 55 nvu)

e lithiieane annng uasgiiviaaisny Tunsdaniseassdsyin PUB Wumiisanumén

"*Somchaiblessings, BassmvasthuszmABealud Onlinel, available URL: https://somchaiblessings.
blogspot.com/2016/04/blog-post.html, 2567 (lwgu, 1).

"Sewerage And Drainage Act 1999. Article 4. “Article 4.—(1) The Board —

(a) may cause to be made and constructed any public sewerage system;

(b) must maintain and keep in repair every public sewerage system; and

(c) may enlarge, alter or otherwise improve or discontinue, close up or destroy any
public sewerage system which the Board thinks is useless or unnecessary.

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1), the Board may —

(a) lay pipes in, under or over any premises, street or building and keep the pipes there;

(b) tunnel or bore under any premises, street or building;

(c) carry the sewerage system across, through, along or under any premises or the
cellar, basement or vault of any building; and

(d) carry out any works requisite for, or incidental to, the purposes of subsection (1).

(3) An authorised officer may enter any premises for the purposes of subsection (1) only
after giving notice in accordance with section 44.

(4) In carrying out any works under this section, the Board must cause as little damage as
possible, and must make reasonable compensation for any damage done to any premises, street
or building affected by those works.

(5) If by reason of the alteration or closing up of any public sewerage system any person
is deprived of the lawful use of any sewer, the Board must with due diligence provide some other
sewer as effectual as the one the person is so deprived of.

(6) The Board may serve a notice on the owner or supplier of any gas, electricity, water
or telecommunication services to alter the course or position of any wire, line, cable, pipe, tube,
casing, duct, post, structure or other apparatus which belongs to that owner or is maintained by
that owner or supplier and to repair any road surface thereby disturbed if, in the opinion of the

Board, such alteration is required for the purposes of subsection (1).
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3.2 UssinAdgiUu

Ussimaduilsyuuyssuiimunuaslfimeluladgs dnnnslaemmuiaviosiunels
MsMAUgUATDINTENTHASITEYT N1svdAn1sUszURoslulumu Waterworks Law uae
Fosdaunuutun srutdszdnjatiunisiamihauamiuasfioe msldssuusnlul
p3mapuAmnm warliusslovianulu mhemudguiare q alfuayuiasiitugua
dielvinsdaninindulednedsdu lumsdnnisaaesszun® ngmneduuldldimundes
AapsUszlnlaaniy NsguanaedLUiInuUsEannIslduvenaes lnelsguiaguanass
asnsauzvualng, nAutaguanassuuiadniuiies, uavii1vesiiuguanasidiudi®
ﬂg]ﬁ/imEJ’Su 9! WU Water Supply Act, River Law, Expropriation of Land Act na1an4

(7) The Board may give notice to the owner or occupier of any premises requiring the
owner or occupier to remove any object or structure described in the notice which is erected on
or attached to, or projects from, the land or building, if in the opinion of the Board the removal
of the object or structure is required for the purposes of subsection (1).

(8) Any costs and expenses incurred by an owner, supplier or occupier under subsection
(6) or (7) must be borne by the Board.”

*Public Utilities Act 2001.

“Tokyo Metropolitan Government, Bureau of Waterworks [Online], available URL: https://
www.waterworks.metro.tokyo, 2024 (March, 27).

“Yam ogffiues, aasniamanguaneiiisadasiunistlasiudvianvasgiu [Onlinel,
available URL: https://prachatai.com/journal/2012/07/41610, 2567 Ay, 23) @ﬂisﬂau Ministry of
Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism of Japan, Water and Disaster Management Bureau
[Online], available URL: https://www.mlit.go.jp, 2024 (March, 23).

?!Japanese Law Translation, Local Government Act of Japan [Online], available URL: https://

www japaneselawtranslation.go.jp, 2024 (March, 23).
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3.3 as1sausgusEsUlaeUszvivuand

mmsm%’gﬂizﬁzjﬁﬂlmaﬂiz%wuanﬁLi’]mmﬂaiuﬂWﬁ%’mwﬂﬁwﬂisﬂwﬁasmmLLag
e whsrundn fo nsuninenaiuasussun meldnsensiminennssisumiuas
dauandeu Lao National Water Resources Management Committee (NWRMC)? 19
uleeuagngviang Mheaudy WU Department of Water Resources (DWR) Usganinusesiu
qﬁmmmsﬁaaﬁ'u MUIBUSFIEMAL WU National Vientiane Water Supply Authority
(NPNL) waz Provincial Water Supply Authority (PWSAY” sniliufanisuszidn Tunisdnnis
AaosUszUld ngmnsanutsimuasnaniiiguanassuszidaion Tnensumsnens
Hundn wagnszesrunalymhsamudunudnungan i Water and Water Resources Law
susmaumaiienlasnafiesnnauami? Wenssudieutuusemelng arsnsuss

“Oskhaautufi, Laos Progressing towards Integrated Water Resources Management at
Nam Ngum River Basin: Insights from Field Study Trip to Vientiane [Online], available URL:
https://sites.utu.fi/sdf/laos-progressing-towards-integrated/, 2024 (March, 25).

P ovniasugiotussmaiouthu (esmamnew), “lassmsiannssuulssh 5
widlu au. a0 Ghihauemmusadiovimuniassgiofuussmeiiouthu (esinsmnaw) ) [Online], Available
URL: https://bit.ly/3Qs3Am]j, 2567 (iupg, 25).

"Water and Water Resources Law (1996, Amended 2017) Article 10 Article 14 and Article 25.

“Article 10: Establishes the Department of Water Resources (DWR) within the Ministry
of Natural Resources and Environment (MONRE) as the lead agency responsible for water
management.

Article 14: Empowers the DWR to grant water use permits for various purposes, including
the operation of water supply systems.

Article 25: Mandates the DWR to ensure the quality and safety of drinking water, in
collaboration with the Ministry of Health.”
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