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Collection and using of DNA identification information from
offenders in the US : The case study for Thailand
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Abstract

In 1970, the states in the US began enacting laws that required
collecting DNA samples from sex and violence offenders. As the US focus on
the prevention of escape and recidivism, in 1994, Congress enacted legislation
to authorize the creation of a national DNA database, as a powerful tool for
law enforcement and investigations. According to parole law, the prisoners
might be released with condition before completing their sentencing. As a
result, people require the measures for preventing recidivism. More
importantly, the creating DNA database of offenders would be crime-solving
tool for the police and prosecutors. Now, the US has law enforcement
agencies and DNA profiling of offenders which can be used to link criminals or
suspects to unsolved crimes and to prevent recidivism. Despite, DNA
identification has moved on an experimental technique to an established
crime-solving tool for police and prosecutors in criminal justice system.
However, the enactment of collection and use of DNA identification
information from offenders act should be viewed as a balancing act between

human rights, civil liberties, and privacy and security.

ANEATY: NMTTPUMIUAARMEENTIUTNTTY HRoeds NTEUIUNITYRTITUNOIRY

Keywords: DNA identification, inmates, criminal justice
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*Kenneth Jost, “DNA databases: Does expanding them threaten civil liberties?”
The CQ Researcher 9, 20 (May 1999): 449-472.
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°Nathan James, “DNA Testing in Criminal Justice: Backeround, Current Law,

Grants, and Issues,” Congressional Research Service 2 (December 2012): 2-41.
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“Title 1 of the Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act of 2006 established a
comprehensive, national sex offender registration system called the Sex Offender
Registration and Notification Act (SORNA).
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