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Abstract

Town planning has long been existed in Thailand since ancient times. The objective of town
planning in the past is to protect the country from the enemy. Later, after the industrial revolution, the
objective of town planning has been changed from the protection of the country to the control of land
using, environment, public safety, public welfare and public service.

In the past, pavements, pathways and wagons, including rivers and canals, are among the
public services in Thailand which have been used as public transportation. The building of rivers,
ditches and canals, achieving in transportation and water administration, are most found in the reign
of King Rama V. At that time, the drainage in the event of flooding and the retention of water in the
event of drought, bring to the achievement of agricultural areas and water transportation.

Thailand does not have specific law and public organization to control water system directly
but only has the Town Planning Act that supports the traffic transportation and public service planning
for the country as a whole which includes the country plan, region plan, general plan and specific
plan. However, the Town Planning Act is not the law for the planning of rivers, ditches, canals or
water reservoirs and has not been used for managing the water system and protecting the flood and
the drought which are the problems that bring the damage to all sectors in the country including the
damaging of lives and economy every year.

Therefore, while there is no specific law to resolve the problem, it is a high time to bring
the King Rama V policy and the Town Planning Act together to make a plan for controlling and

managing water and to prevent the redundant of flooding and drought.
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