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Legal Problems in International Law on Liberalization of Trade
in Services in the Field of Logistics under the ASEAN

Framework Agreement on Services
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Abstract

Pursuant to the ASEAN treaty, member countries have signed commitments to liberalize
trade in services under the ASEAN Framework Agreement on Services. The members shall have the
obligation to perform its directives to open markets in different fields, especially the field of logistics
services. Moreover, the members have obligations under the Framework Agreement as established
to take action to reduce trade barriers to logistics services. However, the study found that all 10
member states have notification obligations on logistics services arranged differently. Furthermore,
the obligations under this Framework Agreement create conditions which make it difficult to perform,
and there are also many domestic laws which obstruct the liberalization of logistics services. Thereby,
the liberalization of logistics services would cause unavoidable legal problems. For these reasons, this
study focuses on an analysis of the legal problems in international law on the liberalization of trade
in services in the field of logistics under the ASEAN Framework Agreement on Services, namely the
discrimination problem, the transparency problem, domestic law problems and dispute settlement

problems.
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