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Abstract

Findings show that the principle of judgments not exceeding the contents of motions is a
principle utilized in judging cases by all of the courts of the legal systems examined by the researcher.
This principle is prescribed in written form in codes of civil procedure, labor cases, and administrative
cases in Germany and elsewhere. However, this principle is not codified in written form but appears
in court judgments, including administrative cases, in Thailand and France.

In the last two legal systems, this principle is incorporated into regulations governing
court procedures. The upshot is that this principle forces courts to comply by rendering judgments
with reference to all the charges brought by plaintiffs in complaints brought before the courts. In
application, the principle forbids courts from rendering judgments in which the judgment exceeds
the contents of the plaintiff’s motion. Nevertheless, the principle does not constitute an absolute
prohibition, inasmuch as in some cases the court can provide relief to the plaintiff in excess of the
contents of the motion in view of appeals to principles of equity.

However, in Thai administrative law, procedures do not have clearly stated provisions
concerning the principle of judgment not exceeding the contents of motions, or even less unambiguously
stated exceptions to this principle. Although the Thai Administrative Court system has used this
principle as a general principle of law, a study of Supreme Administrative Court judgments shows

that many problems remain.
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