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Abstract

There are many laws regarding waste management by subdistrict administration organizations
(SAOs) which differ only in wording and how “waste” is defined. Correcting and improving definitions
which do not match current conditions is a time-consuming task. In any event, waste management at
present focuses on the destruction of waste rather than controlling its production. Moreover, there are
no legally binding requirements that citizens must participate in waste management. Therefore, these
factors militate against lessening the amount of waste with which SAOs have to contend. Since there
are no relevant laws or regulations governing cooperation in waste management, localities do not
cooperate in waste management. Moreover, fee rates for waste management must be in consonance
with Public Health Act, B.E. 2535 (1992) and corresponding ministerial regulations which do not re-

flect the actual cost and which do not incorporate the principle that those who generate pollution must
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pay for eliminating it. In addition, SAOs officials have close relationships with residents and therefore

avoid applying criminal sanctions to residents who violate legal measures regulating waste disposal.
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