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Reformation in Local Administration: A Study of the Relationship
between Politics and Administration

Anothai Wattanaporn’
Pinsuda Wonganan™

Abstract

This article is part of a larger study on reformation in local administration and
the relationship between politics (politicians) and administration (bureaucrats), funded by
King Prajadhipok’s Institute (2016). The objectives of the study were: 1) to study problems
regarding the relationship between politics (politicians) and administration (bureaucrats)
in local administrative organizations of small-sized municipalities (tambon, or sub-district,
municipalities promoted to be muang, or town, municipalities), district-level
municipalities, and sub-district administrative organizations, and 2) to explore strategies for the
reformation of problematic conditions identified in the first objective. For this
qualitative study, data were collected using two methods. First, information in documents was
collected and analyzed. Second, field data were collected through in-depth interviews. Focus
group participants were selected from five groups, namely, employees and managers of the
National Counter Corruption Commission (NCCC), local government officials, local politicians
and contractors. The results of the study indicated that within the context of a democratic
regime and Thai elections, the social and economic background of politicians may have an
impact on political and administrative motivation and behavior. With regard to administrative
behaviors of politicians, motivations for entering politics may affect their behavior throughout
the duration of their position in local administrative organizations and are manifested in the
patronage system and corruption. Both behaviors certainly have an impact on government
officials and officials in local government organizations. Eventually, they will also affect the

good governance system, performance and efficiency of local administrative organizations.

Keywords: Politicians, bureaucrats, corruption, governance, merit system and patronage

system
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1. eadusslevdliundius douds dhnadesdnuasdindanujanadnsou
lusufinzuntlosmauselovivesuszanau lihanidumsaiemugisssuudnn 9 fhe (ustice for all)
nsaselseleviliunsy aaenlUauinsaiuasnmuazduiguliundsay
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19971 Oliver H. Woshinsky (1995: 166-179) Fadugildnainin 2 namssulunising
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1l 300 55,530 10,000 10,000 75,530 30,540 7,500 7,500 45,540
1Al 100-300 45,000 9,000 9,000 63,000 24,720 6,750 6,750 38,220
1Al 50-100 30,000 8,000 8,000 46,000 16,500 6,000 6,000 28,500
1Y 25-50 28,800 6,000 6,000 40,800 15,840 4,500 4,500 24,840
1Y 10-25 27,600 4,000 4,000 35,600 15,180 3,000 3,000 21,180
1N 9-10 19,800 3,000 3,000 25,800 10,880 2,300 2,300 15,480
1y 7-9 17,400 2,800 2,800 23,000 9,600 2,100 2,100 13,800
1Y 5-7 15,600 2,650 2,650 20,800 8,580 1,990 1,990 12,500
1Ny 3-5 13,800 2,500 2,500 18,800 7,560 1,875 1,875 11,310
1y 1-3 11,520 2,300 2,300 16,120 6,360 1,725 1,725 9,810
Tadvfiu 1 10,080 2,100 2,100 14,280 5,520 1,575 1,575 8,670
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