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Analysis of China’s 21* Century Silk Road Policy’

Chanokporn Thongtakorn™
Somprin Niyomthai™

Abstract

China set up the Silk Road Policy in the 21" century as a key tool to achieve the
Chinese Dream to restore national prosperity. This article describes and analyses China’s
current Silk Road Policy through the analytical framework of Hegemonic Stability Theory
and the Soft Power Theory. Drawing on documentary research and in-depth interviews,
the article addresses the following topics: (1) the origins of the Silk Road Policy; (2) how it
is vital to China in managing domestic issues and international relations; (3) its two main
goals, namely, promoting economic growth, and ensuring domestic security while expanding
China’s geopolitical influence; (4) the policy’s main framework; and (5) how it has been
implemented under President Xi Jinping, over the period 2013-2017, on both domestic
and international fronts. We conclude that China’s engagement of a soft-power approach—
encompassing economic, social and cultural facets—is helping the Chinese leadership to

meet its goals.

Keywords: Belt and road initiative, new Silk Road, China’s 21* century Silk Road policy,
Xi Jinping, China foreign policy
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University. Interviewed, September 22, B.E.2560)
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pAmaguvumymAdieliuszmmén 9 ludesnndumdelumsuetusenine
umSmeriverenImTdoseninysamaluguuuuln” (Saengtien,
B.E.2558: 58)
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(Yuan, 2014: 3)
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uaziodelinaentuiindnuaigiignveslan” (Sheng, Yu & Yue, 2015: 24-25)

wag InRsins yud lananad
“UlgwrgamnandelulylandvesnisimunasygiouaslnsaseigIu
usikileneeaier umtulonennendnlaugdvimissdevlan sudeugininie
g5y ianlognailyday Maluudia) Tusanduunuiianigewiniluamassy
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1) ANUATYFNT

dmfuduasugiaiu Wevodumsndlmiluaiadanssud 21 swlunalnddyiia
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duafilulsuifudwieludl

(1) mswmnelulszmevosiu

ndlymennusdondlunmsiaunnglulssmaiusswinagianess usnuasag Susen
guihluglymimuimsugiavasdinuransdsenis Fe¥guraaudndsnaiis denfis werenaudly
aaenn msivuaulsuedumeansimiluasanamsseil 21 Fun szvhluamasa 4 Tneame
ARz TunnvesIulaTuNITRALN §9i Ms.Guo Bing linaai

“luszezGuusnvoslevignmna il mnedioaivayunsianine
P TUANYeIY” (Guo Bing. Director of Public Affairs and Communications,
Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in the Kingdom of Thailand.
Interviewed, October 20, B.E.2560)
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(Lo, 2017: 196-197) UagUumnany 9 Imﬂmilmmﬁl,%'wﬁ‘]ugﬂL‘me'Nﬁﬁﬁmaw'ﬁyu AIUAIRU
ynulsunessnanlddidunulumuusumsinididdiasmumnde mswannmelulssmenes
Fuies Fedaunardazhundinnuaialunnduliiuiu aavhefe mswaImadinuLazAaw
Huogiintuvesuszrmiluszng
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faust .7.2014 ieswsRvvesdududinaivladamtedurrani ulsrsuBUAR Juls
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wswgiavesiutudus ilriudennmeiiagiliiasusiavesmueadulndelusmenisanan
shemsuaamaaInnsiil q dmsunandndruiuluussma nseenluamuuenusemeiio
asananeuuuvienailsliiudunuiituiiogsuauann Sntadumsuammineinssssuei
uazndsnudietiougramnssunelutssna fadu ulsvsdumadinanasdianudldgm
\riswgRavesdusheguluuanus e asugiavesduduyszmanng o vhlan [Wanainnsin
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(3) MmsasnuasengauTmilelunsvenleaguiuul
Yleuredunisagnalussasanisswei 21 Wunisasianseviennusiuiieseninaiuiu
USLIATIENIINIT 60 USEine men15ifinuled Adfl A5.98 WSUMAEY Mna1ain

“Wlgvresinaivevirliiannisdeulesenenm 3 45 dud 1. ms
Woulesdrulnssasreiugmlsiiasdudunesnln oud viise (udu tilonaiu
smanlunisindeni 2. msdeuleanantvi 1 ngszideusng 9 ilesiuae
MIUFZAINIUNITAMBZNITAINY 3. NITUaNUBEUR IR IPIUAL SIS TTY 4T
IiiAemaudlouasmuauiusiasasy” (Li Renliang. Faculty Member of
School of Environmental Development, National Institute of Development
Administration (NIDA). Interviewed, September 24, B.E.2560)
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“Fuvsnanendulszinaiidaninarid uasygAouasn1idiosenane
Useina 9INAINSUTUSAIUNISAMAZN 158 UTEINTUNUYSmATUYINIA
uazluszerren @uneunpuiaslnsaasreiugsilidunaredugugnan
1/70?7%/11” (Tuntayakul, B.E.2561)
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gNTANARNSIUANTIATIZNI Wlgnedinaniifiun anuddny wasdivananandunisieuas
AauAUTT AT K97l 5A.a3duAN WuseEsse Wivauiu

“msiioaaymusumaiuduhmnevanveslouiesnarvedsy
wsrgd ndudmnemaasygi Suesiansaliuleviguasensaansly
wa1nvareluTuiudestmuaulouiesina i umdesonludimuneg
Arumsidlosuaymiudiunsdusutussdoedyuiuenmieainysymaiu
iieas1iusiinsTuaiilan” (Sompob Manarungsan. Panyapiwat Institute of
Management President. Interviewed, September 25, B.E.2560)
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“msrzulovrgning1agaiunisueseenluguentseme vilinau
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fzuﬁwmmmbjﬁw?uUmWﬂZﬁwy@mn/-zfaUﬁﬁ/” (Sompot Khongrod.
Office of the National Security Council. Interviewed, October 2, B.E.2560)
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nauAne1suATNNsRoNIs e sgiiiuin Funiddmsiauasvgiaduedesieddniiozsosan
mudaudamemsidledluituiiiveant Snviedufianusadnluiunumunsnussamluiiudmenil
IFnndaduy Inafidvznaniaasugnadudimyumas (Wanich, B.E.2560)
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oonudedd vhliAanslndeunisuenevdeniafudninamaasugiauaznadiomesdu Snviad
frdmdvisnavesdulilitunidumsnalussiudioriuanisossn uonani ansseiindsd
Aruaansduiinadesssinssmanuiaulédnde fafu aruudundesanigonsm
AensgeyidelenmanarALgeUnagUBITY Fe3uesinsenindsnuddyvesaminarniu
081984 fafl A aunw unuzdaassd Tinanad

“mindugnindeu xvIlTus09geiFennog19aN 1N 1UATYEND
N1948199 UAzAINUNUAY” (Sompob Manarungsan. Panyapiwat Institute of
Management President. Interviewed, September 25, B.E.2560)
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“mnSevdsianigewsinimasiuvldeu “1a” mighiuduaue
ulgurgsanariasthundou “ven” ieevilviauaisaviilsasyeenils”
(Hou, 2014: 15)
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“Ulgvrgninarivsyigliiuaehnaeyeanu1nnmstnasuyesansgenssnila
(Thepchatree, B.E.2559)

warw1eaulnrl AI5EA NAIIN

“Soiu gunsaaUmadeanisuasmuaszouimlaiuAe edduleue
#Ina12” (Sompot Khongrod. Office of the National Security Council.
Interviewed, October 2, B.E.2560)

(3) Msaseiusiing nisvenednina uwaznsiunumilaawulunilan

uleuadumsenglyaluedadamssei 21 Wuanumensadunudlubssndugvsemans
vosdulunisifeunnuduiusuazadiauniotiewusinsseniteuiuUssmAnus BN NduNIg
aelnunin 60 Usena wagUszimasing 9 lan sesenusiudielusuuuulminiFudugudnans
faiudnennuazduasuunumilanwuduumsiunslunilan fsii Ms.Guo Bing na1ain

“evrgaanaruiunisiauivesduseyilisudnusaudoguuuulng
Aulan Sevsilinuszinaegsiuegiaud Tuavsslomiuasddemy s
Fovedinmuadgsenisimuiyssnaiuewing wmnuleviedinaiszaunan
zfn?aazw"ﬂﬁgﬁumaﬁuiuwﬁangﬁu” (Guo Bing. Director of Public Affairs
and Communications, Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in the
Kingdom of Thailand. Interviewed, October 20, B.E.2560)
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witlan shensaseusiuouazainsnnalnddelunguusemeiduiingduiu Suasvhliszme
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“wlgvrgdanaruduulovieidanilsyuiadundveniuug il
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odenan el nzdueanna uensniuazelsy” (Saengtien, 2558: 58)
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“Ulpwresanariie nrsuaseenludruenvesiudieeilisusaniu
iJuwng1u19gagn (Hegomonic Power) lngdiguramidoansyosusng”
(Sompot Khongrod. Office of the National Security Council. Interviewed,
October 2, B.E.2560)

wag Chi Lo tniriswgaanseaila v1geans loleulilunisde “Demystifying China’s
Mega Trends: The Driving Forces That Will Shake Up China and World” 1
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(Lo, 2017: 183-184)
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(Charoempuntusak, B.E.2559: 17)
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Fad09din15UsuiUAey” (Tang Zhimin. Director of China ASEAN Studies
Center (CAS), Panyapiwat Institute of Management. Interviewed, September
28, B.E.2560)
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Fudlonemy aanueagny wathuayselevlsaunu” (Tang Zhimin. Director
of China ASEAN Studies Center (CAS), Panyapiwat Institute of Management.
Interviewed, September 28, B.E.2560)
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Appendix: Interview Schedule

Chaiyasit Tuntayakul. National Defence Studies Institute. Interviewed, February 23, B.E.2561.

Guo Bing. Director of Public Affairs and Communications, Embassy of the People’s Republic of
China in the Kingdom of Thailand. Interviewed, October 20, B.E.2560.

Li Renliang. Faculty Member of School of Environmental Development, National Institute of
Development Administration (NIDA). Interviewed, September 24, B.E.2560.

Sompob Manarungsan. Panyapiwat Institute of Management President. Interviewed, September
25, B.E.2560.

Sompot Khongrod. Office of the National Security Council. Interviewed, October 2, B.E.2560.

Tang Zhimin. Director of China ASEAN Studies Center (CAS), Panyapiwat Institute of Management.
Interviewed, September 28, B.E.2560.

Yang Baoyun. Pridi Banomyong International College, Thammasat University. Interviewed,
September 22, B.E.2560.



