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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the following:

- The effect of the Free Trade Agreement on Thailand and
trading partners concerning the agricultural sector of Thailand

- The political role of the negotiating process in finalizing the
agreement

- Recommendations of ideas for the future FTA between
Thailand and other trading partners

This study is a documentary research study. The documents
employed come mainly from previous research studies, books, official
documents, data and Iinformation from various website concerned,
the discussion in the focus groups are also undertaken.

The results of the study are as follows:

1) Overall, the agreements benefit the industrial sector more
than the agricultural sector. This may widen the income gap
between the people in the industrial sector and the agricultural
sector if the government does not have the correct? policies and
measures to help alleviate the problem, particularly the small farmers
that are a major part of the farmers’ population.

2) The negotiating process in finalizing the Free Trade
Agreements between Thailand and its trading partners is mainly
undertaken by the cabinet, which is the administrative part of the
country. The lack of symmetrical participation and information on
the part of stakeholders, namely representatives from the agricultural

and industrial sectors, is apparent in the process of negotiating the
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FTA. The current constitution, B.E. 2550 in Article 190, empowers
the role of the House of representatives and all civil society in the
process of negotiating and finalizing the Agreement.

3) Recommendations of guidelines in forming a negotiating
framework for the future FTA are as follows:

- a balance between the free trade policy and sustainable
development, including the conservation of natural resources and the
environment of the country

- exploitation of the Free Trade Agreement in dealing with
other trade barrier problems apart from tariff barriers

- a framework of the Agreement should indicate which
topics should be Included Iin the negotiations and which topics
should not. The framework of the Agreement should also include
issues relating to the living standard of the human being to protect
poor farmers and the underprivileged in society, which may have a

negative effect on the FTA

Keywords: Agricultural sector, Fair share
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