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Abstract

The author conducted a research on " An Impact Study of
Vienghaeng Coal Mine Development Project on the Quality of life. ”
The research project was funded by the Electricity Generation Authority
of Thailand. Experience from conducting the study suggest strategies
for rural community development. The research findings are valuable
lessons for those who are responsible for public projects which need to
prepare a community development plan along with a project develop—
ment plan.

Data derived from the qualitative study and a quantitative opin-
ion survey of Vienghaeng population showed that the people believed
the project will positively affect the quality of the people.

To verify this statement, a cross-validation study was con-
ducted by an indepth interview of 30 Vienghaeng residents. All
interviewees affirmed the positive attitude towards the project. Al-
though they might have a bit worry about the air-polution, they posi—
tively expected better employment opportunity for the local population.
Also, They hoped a better economy in the community because there
would be more people come to live in the area.

The author suggested various theories for community develop-

ment: (1) Modernization Theory, (2) Dependency Theory, (3) Basic
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Needs Theory, and (4) Self-Sufficiency Economy Theory. In addi-
tion, she suggested how to develop People's organization which is a
developing process needed side-by-side with a community develop-

ment process.
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