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Abstract

The objectives of this article were: (1) to study the
participation of citizens in the community in local government
administration, and (2) to study the problems and obstacles of such
participation. This study employs a qualitative methodology that
is based on the interview technique of two groups of citizens: (1)
the 21 executive groups and Tambol administrative organization
(TAO) Council members, (2) the 30 local community activity leader
groups. The data from a total of 51 samples were then analyzed.
The research findings include the following.

1. In an exploration of 4 main dimensions of the community
citizens’ participation, it was found that: 1) In terms of local political
participation, most of the citizens demonstrated a high degree of
participation because this type of participation offered both monetary
and non-monetary compensation. Moreover, some of the leaders
were led into local politics by their relatives and by their personal
connections. 2) In terms of local society/community participation, the
citizens also demonstrated a high degree of participation because
they needed to have a social circle where they could express their

opinions, exchange ideas, and perform activities that would benefit
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the community and themselves. 3) With reference to local economic
participation, the citizens participated at a moderate to low level
because they were busy with earning a living so they did not have
enough time to participate. Further, if they were involved in this
type of participation, it was because they were required to do so
by the TAO. Participation was not regular but was based on the
projects. 4) Participation in the TAQO’s performance, it was found
that the level of participation ranged from a moderate to low degree
because most of the citizens preferred to receive the existing public
services provided by the TAQ rather than making requests based
on their own needs. There was almost no attempt to examine the
TAQ’s performance from these citizens because they did not wish
to be involved in the matter.

2. The problems and obstacles in relation to the citizens’
participation in local government were the following: 1) The local
citizens were used to a top-down administration, which was the
result of the government’s long-standing centralization. and they
preferred to be led rather than being agents for change, and
this was also true in the case of these citizens. 2) The TAO
and local citizens had low experience and lacked skills in self-
governance; further, local network cooperation and participation
of self-government were not strong enough. 3) Most of the Iocal
community citizens were not strong enough to govern themselves,
and therefore they were easily influenced and persuaded. 4) Finally,
the TAO’s administrators tended to respond more to national and

provincial politicians’ demands rather than those of the local citizens
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because of the political support gained from these politicians.

Keywords: Citizen participation, Sense of belonging, Sense of

community, Local network, Social safety net
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