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ABSTRACT

The study’s objective is to analyze the forest conservation at a source of a
river in Mea Oace Tai through Arne Naess’s deep ecological perspective. From the
study, is was found that ecology explained the world in terms of mechanism which
interprets nature as measurable materials. Ecology, even though containing the
variety, complexity and interpenetration, is only the factual knowledge in material
world. There is no consideration in the respect of value. Reductive perspective
makes a big loophole for ecological study because it does not cover the whole of
the nature and environments in the respect of valuation and a cooperative living

with things

Deep ecology pays attention to the relationship of things and reciprocal
interpenetration, denying the thought of separation of humans from environment.
As a deep ecologist, Arne Naess proposes that human beings and nature are one
and never been separated. Nature must be respected as equal from human beings
due to her self-valued existence. Human beings ought to tune their thought in the

right way towards nature, to maintain a good life and reciprocal benefit.

The community of Mae Oae Tai locate on Mae Nachon, Mae Chaem District,
Chiang Mai. The community is experiencing natural and environmental problems.
One reason comes from the Christian belief system that sees man as supernatural
and possesses all things. As a consequence, the community is naturally associated
with nature, so it is necessary to have a set of ideas beyond the bounds of Christi-
anity to address environmental issues of the community. Arne Naess gives equal
importance to all living things and man is not supernatural. This is an ideal concept
for solving the environmental problems of the community. Because of the lifestyle
of the community is consistent with the way life is based on deep ecological
concepts, according to Arne Ness offers some of the simplest features and in har-

mony with nature.
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2.3 Ecology, Community and Lifestyle: Outline of an Ecosophy (1993)
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