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Self-Creation through the Imaginary Friends
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Abstract

This article aims 1) to study self and self-creation and 2) to
analyze the self-creation through the Imaginary Friends. An in-depth
interview was conducted to study the process of the self-creation
through the imaginary friend. The case study is five people who
used to have the imaginary friends and can remember every detail
of their imaginary friends. The data were analyzed using theory and
concept of self from Jacques Lacan as the main framework for the
research. The study indicated that there are different ways of
self-creation using a variety of imaginary friends depending on a
style of people who created the imaginary friend. It is possible to
classify the functions of imaginary friends into 3 major aspects: a
friend who fulfills when they are lonely, a friend who fulfills what

is missing and a friend who keeps the secret.
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From Jacques Lacan, Self-creation through the Imaginary
Friends can be explained by the fact that the self-creation is a shell
that encapsulates the true self. An identity occurs in the imagination
and then passes on to the symbolic part by the way people assume
things as friends by talking via language system to fill in the missing
part of them. Therefore, the process of self-creation through the
imaginary friends is always changing. As you can see, imaginary friends
will gradually disappear in the end when people have friends in
their real life, not able to permanently exist. Therefore, the imaginary
friends are a tool bringing us to the system of language and symbol.
Self and identity will be transformed by social processes when
people have society, culture, and communication. Self is just a thing
in the imagination, not last forever, but will be refined by the social

process to shatter a person’s identity itself.
Keywords: Self, Self-Creation, Imaginary Friends
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fm (Self) Wunlwiminldsummaladnylumeywemans
uazdsaumand lnevily fnu fe AsiiduafnozvesTinvesusazyana
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nMswasunlasdiusndnual aunsadsuidadldlaeiisndnuaiasiy
Fvieusinuely

TunsuSsaniinisdneisessnuiuegiadudu Tnsnnizedis
elunguuesinuivgnanedainiafen (Existentialism) 1 aies Uoa
1505 Jean Paul Sartre, 1908-1980) Midoinnudiludsiiiiog (Being)
Fsusznousesmilusssunivielasieulviignimuslagisnieuen
B “mstioglusiies Being-n-itself)” waginuiiuywdiduglfai
PUNYLARILDY 158NN “miﬁag},ﬁaﬁuaa (Being-for-itself)” (N5# Yay\d®,
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2522, w. 196) uywdIadiansiasnm uenantdaditinInineraudiAgy
0819 Fnfud Wsews (Sigmund Freud, 1856-1939) fidai Uywdlle
Hudmiffivauadainaninideniessnniiu mausmudnvosywdgn
Avuslagndauiadnlidin fdouiulazngasenainanudilaves
wywdnaanumnyavnady (e dusaud, 2542, . 28) LUIANUDINTBEY
FdehaAnvesysdgnimunlnendaeinlidingu |¥ddviwa
Aonnfndasinuresinusvg s o1y annd anes Jacques
Lacan, 1901-1981) %ﬂﬁ%i’fﬂLﬁudwﬁﬂawuﬁwauiaﬁalﬁﬁwLLmﬁmaamﬂaq
wdunseunsine

2. wurAnzasiaulunAuannnd anas
anesdneglunquiinuivgranannufawuunddassaieiioy

2 ¥ a

(Poststructuralism)” HnAnluananufnwuunalasiaseeuwan il

2dslassadredion (Poststructuralism) Wudmiilannmsamusanaguy
H3enananuamauugaenildluddaea fdedtundananisairuiune
namsidies lufeunquniau a.a. 1968 \uanamuAnitliiiusefuainusuan
wnUfguiion Jegeranduingideuazanundunienis (Formalism) Ineddvama
Tutsswelfuralugaasasmanmssy 1960 agndlsfinm msndniudaldmnean
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q@ﬁmﬁé’w Youraneusenseaenu (lwesml wigaulews, 2554, u. 36-
37) fio

Uszmsiinila lideluBesvesnisiiey nisdissegvosgiusn
Audnans askm vidogauin msdivindanadiduiomnisauuy
wqﬂﬁa wiuau wazmed uideluFewes “Qﬂmﬁ” (Fixed Point)

Usenisfiaes luideludeiiFendanisusngiiauysal
(Full Presence) ins1eiituinlaifidsdl agfifudusingnsailausing
(The Lost Presence) Yedasswas dmmndinudslassaiedon Wens

1 o 1

flag Mssegratlasiasiuazdininewelunisiley Assegves “sia”
ud dendrAguddlassaistsudedunazauladnuife nszuIUNITVOS
nsasn9lATease (Structurality /Structuration) WagNI¥UIUNITVBINIT
@3195%% (The Codification Process)

Uszmsfianu msimndinsalmnudasesnisidugudnansues

s 3 2w o1 2 a A o
wywdlugiugesdusesiu uwaznisnliweluanududaseniediung
osUlnsvasywdludiny Taowwiud AfiSendn “ayvd” duduiies
« Y 1
HANS” (Effect) vasszuudany

a1n04na1331 uyweiduauinalan (Nothingness)uuudsos
HunszuIunsiuiinans wienszuaumsviniduayedlu 3 4u 39
daaliuywdlianuudanueniuiies vsedyaanamdu “awaulusig
Wwen” A 1) Auusniindulunsyuiunstuiinduauinis Jsiitidewieuy

YDUAAY 1T 1962104 hazdnduazlsannnieusn 2) aunasainly

TmdslassairsdonduananmuAniiGiviedinegianzluraanaidanan s
futa anaruAsmdilassaedondutewesanuAnyaviannnindubewes
Yaanaan aztiutinAnlugareuniiussaninAnaeniaaaifdedouanduiisinly
Winmanmwdings lihasdunsiavdenlndfanusodnegluananufed
wiuiu (919lulyesnd wigauleowns, 2554, u. 54)
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nszvIunstuiindgydnvalidu “And” veudrumena nguuewazda
533w dhu 3) AufianuiAstulunsyuiunstuiineniunse Jaduauensunl
goulm weununguagivensual wararuifnvesiales Aedu s
(WA MBS, 2547, 1. 63) Usaanuaulildomiiousunsedl A125n
wasiles 11w wiuwnsa wazlieesnlasias e1anaalain faau
YouYWELYIITIluiALLYaIaINaIAe Negativity ﬁﬁauﬁnaaﬂummﬁq

LWIAAYBY AINBIBBUIENINET AT IRLYDINYYEE Usenau
#263 Fumeu (The Three Orders) (Sarup M. , 1993, pp. 52984

1. nauluAf (The Imaginary) Ao 3uanIw wardunuinisiie
fiomues axtulunadui eus3sfuanuenaindiowuasviasiaies
mszdunumaaiiowinsluiduaudu (The Other) uay Hundusnues
PN 51ﬂgmsuaq%”’umauiﬁhﬁaméwﬁn%qﬁummé’mﬁuﬁ‘maqﬁmuﬁu
I4NNY

2. mAdydnwal (The Symbolic) fis AW ngvneg laseas
faussand snen FedlugAsiignuaneenudly (Signified) da Afedanuy
vosyAna (Misaiuegifunialuaf) anoutiurianuduiusseming
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é’zyiysﬂuaaﬁgﬂwmammﬁqﬁ?ﬂaj Adfl HufemndauUdsuuyamis
Taseada 01w Jausssuuddumnnsiyaeaiiionuesfiagiuuusly
e uenanil mﬂd’mﬁé’aLﬁ'm%’aaﬁwmiaﬁ% (Oedipus Complex)
vioun “aivie wwahdudle” Sududrunddunszuiunisnisadna
o Feluszvinenssuiunsiiy aududufasgnaulisudatuge au
anesfine the other 18n9 aznanendu the Other 7l O dlwe) wiSe
the big other assiinflaauviasiiloaaunnidmasinainnisiuseu
euitugdu

snenduen mueiiuemans e Ao nsdusuny

1Y

foudnwalrosruussaudmsuaudunaun (Wholeness) 15154u7
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TthiagAnri dmniseidinieana viefladounAueinudu seivana
u1eUsEnns wasdurianun (Be Hole) wadnodewils LaTosina
(Phallus) #e LTeevangvesdunAUUTITaNT dmiunissauiud
auysalfuauduy iedsanasiedafennugauanysal (Plenitude) 1iu
wpsmnerasnnuduivmaisn luirgresaines AnuUssawn
HuiFewenyinen (Ontological) fie nguifiissanuaialuseiu
mtand iWumssedrusuniafionnuduimuamnnimdss s
Ll mmﬂswsamLflummﬁsmL‘Uﬁsﬁummmﬂmmmﬁéfaqmmagj
(Desire is The Metonymy of The Desire to Want to Be.)

3. AT (The Real) Ao Asiiliionadonulilugruafinuusi
s nsziuldandn dudsseguenmiioniw dyanvaluazIumnn
n5laq a1nesnd1nd1 “ansauifuissegivuiueguda” uinia
dydnwallunszuiunisasneanumiig (Signification) “Anulunia
3 wazshly “Tanusmwadrslanvesdeinegiumn” ninness
witi “Sululalld” vszsiliionndununsidld weesedu suisusng
Juaruuivunesagaund (Horror) sednnifianu

Sonamlaesuudasiiuldin luimuguesaines sndnwalusn
Fuvesuyudimiluiununnis iusadnvaiiulanuenandinuiuiaie
Yoy nsvvIuNMsTanavesdinuliuiuasudadnuaive e
Tmnuutanuenansssumanuiaswnntudesq wiedlo Tausssuld
funswendu suffewnaneidudiuvilsvesdndnual nefdnwauduni
anwal (Binary Opposition)lan

M3aIusne (Preservation) Wuildevesdnanvallusiunsadiy
Ve Negativity fio “8u” lumnuaseiiideneiu andndndesioudle
Fues Bamna f¥uaiieusnesay vielildonnegreiidudd

(% ¢ o =

rowinululanwisdydnual fudainusingmluanuily n1swasdin ns
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wasanlung visee1n1svesauldlsausyam

nsUSuABY (Sublimation) Wuddevesdndnual viie “du”
Tudydnualyadnduivesdlindndulvuyudidignszuiunisnis
Samsssudadunseonsumsdsny

unRensasnuresanesegneliunAndninsgitugu
4 Usgn1s Jsanesldesuglilunuduuwisaquazldsunisifiuioan
undunisdefide The Four Fundamental Concepts of
Psychoanalysis wiaasenanlalausdennifesuifnues Wsess il
éhlfmLaqLﬁuﬁﬁﬁﬂasmﬂfmmwmnmmmsﬁ?u anedlalausLNAnin

a

WA ‘ﬁugm 4 Usgng c?w’q‘ff (Miller J. A, 1981, pp. 17-38)

a

1. 3nl¥diln (The Unconscious) udiuvesnginssunielui

]
| Ve U IS

Faialisanduas enadesunaniddamereuiunaly uenaini
InlsdingienaliuBesesdn (d) Fafleglusaus 1undsindndulia
wansmnAnsTunLvEnussaamela (Principle of Pleasure) usAsiugn
navide Yuliaunsesulusgluanmilislidi druvesinliddiney
uanspenilugUresnILily M3z NINATUNYA N1TUARIBENYINS
AIUTUAUINTT F550UAR Aaly HAUAUINEIFNENT

2. 3ENLN H3ON13TEN (Repetition) Munefs nsadns 1i3e
ﬂsxﬁwéﬂmﬁwﬁa%m fusnnni 1 nanie Wumsenduegramis 7
ANImaINvaNe uienaiIsmsaaiuanssiuly safildainauman
vanetiu fe MaAngUinnnindaien msaavdutiiu Snsuilatuiy
fasrsguannninmile

3. m3leughe (Transference) lumna@ningn vingia maelou
AFEngnity dagtaemsdnazaneleustsualanuidniifronuduing
audnvidegnanBlusunndglinsinuiatiounilsindusunues
yaRRtUY AmzvesnsmelouwiniatussinsruIumsiniaed
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4. wsstu (Drive) Wunalnnmelufidnunssuumsaiss Biasanmn
aunaluEesingg 17 eyl s1smeliuund viseseluaniw lefloaun
%4 (Homeostasis) Tasnsufuszuuliidfiu nswdsuuUasiiiAniy
ngufusaduannsnesuelii illeidvaunalusyuulsileaundaazyil
Anenusiaanis (Need) Tu iunnudesnismatinmiio¥nunanung
0eu09TIn uazarudoINTl awdtiliiAn wsady Sndends

2.1 Anunazananeal® (Self and Identity)

anesduduin manishionaflazimunynvesdndnwainiagls
wiwaumeimiadllly denadasiuvirusues aes-Uoa w159 (Jean-Paul
Sartre) ﬁqﬂimg‘mﬁ'm Being and Nothingness Tuvgufjvawisnaiy
diinliinsanunsaiazdnduivesiuedls msagviounduinazivden
#mu (Subject) lugnsifuing (Object) tawe s3nufasleienin uss
Fusnaqldtnuannuddn wiawedn vaefisinaiin “Furousury
- thudedu” ilsviliivessnenagliiduing wanissinazaiissn
Srvnlyamistuarludnunzéounds (Retrospectively) s15nBusuh wan
sudunnningaveanmaanyidmuaniedidunis (A fix set of
categories) inlimsAnisiufveusnedugusiuiedndnual
seaniavituy wagldasfierludsdnandands wasdnAavidoidedn
Freesmanisdudy “qryye18uu3gus” (Pure Nothingness)
(Sarup M., 1993)

3§nanwal (Identity) nueds navnvesdnuvauzanzveddadmis g
yldsinduissnvie S8 wu dnfesnduilisndnuaimetudesiissnnlas
IgBufdlaviui deuudazdsnuiisndnuaimainmsssuvesnuies Asimiloutu
321719 FIRU BRRLALBRANYIL ADANNTNALYIBUAN YTANNZUDIARTYARAYTE
Asdumzianzaald
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aneslivanain wnslinedmuduniafotuiismiesnanual
e sulsiidunnueds dideruaiaiumneanuii daenyaranunis
Ieuansdndnuaififiegituudiiinueinuoonin druatnalalimepain
mnudinliansafiezainduivesiueddlnsusaannsiinvie
pausulneaudug wie (Master) Bondainiseensuinma (Slave) ud
Suilifudunszuaunistdnnievianefnusunis WI3ANgNANAIY
LWinﬂ’]iEJaQJ‘%JU{;f’JSUENL%’]L@x‘iﬁ?‘ld%ﬂ@éjﬁﬂ%’]ﬁiﬂ&lLQW’]%L‘W@’JNW%JHWJ‘] 1
1N 309317699 15 1ARsaRveuALDLasgnsTuAdesile - Tufe Au
dunanetfunszaniauiunils fufiedimilsveanisaraziia el
F99n1510TUEAT R M YDT

ludrunelazinewuifnvesainesundunsaundnlunis
Aneht leuandliiiiuin msfiiteuludunuinsanunsaasviousnu
vasauiiadraitouluiunuinislafeseiuialdddn uansoonmis
waiinssu unanedusndnuaiveseuiianadfieuluiuminns Susens
linefinouiwiteiudadaisdunnniunnmuesnuifiasud
91937 “ilouluIunuins” Huies

3. wieuludunuinis

a3alafiana1nin uywdludnidinulilaliiinogiesnudeiniy
diis flesannunyudiesvinianssusiuduegaasanan fosfianendods
funariu udasdinssfdeanisiiaziaiuaiiunnnugy anwiiule uas
mnuvaendgliiunuesegiane dnudaduumdsuguineanudad
uyudldasatum dWowaammeunng egrslviiumuosdsaulunn
sefutuduunasnununansy audhdefudduduugpumdiiuusiay
AUANNLTIN UFaeea ﬁmmiﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁ@LLazﬁQmwmaﬂawawﬁLmﬂ

s 1

ansfuesnluanuduiusnisdiaudunnuduiusseninauywd Jadl
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unumlunisivuasndnwallayliaununelndia a1aus1daai
duiusiaasihlitindanuay fadnanvesefimndani luusmasm
Asfirnelvidinveseusnduguiuinsnmdudsisddunafian (aensa,
2550, u. 82)

Wioudunumludinvesausannasfiiies visaugeumewNY
diou thafmeelisddanasfuiivinuludesineSnde Tuludndien
fuselomindne wliiaude werdhlesufioududienuddguniu
supnadsynevluaseuns msrnnsiidiewnunefeing daugeusu
Faaldrotusduinelunsdufivensuvosausue Iui’mﬂmjlﬁauﬁ
welulrunlnudiedunnnateilinissnunsensauadiuvinlily
annsoluly wihiludlvgifousglalvdaidfydusuusnusiteurid
amudndnylutetl touoatedngmesdl IuiRafunnds Auugih
TuBesnuvdeFesnseuatirudaiufudouluddenalunuiagsia
usniloluanifuiaiesiiu ed whunasasnsdwiduioadou
awady Nnilasasuay 2 A adduleguvisenuiulas 2-3 A ud
aaArvesdnsnmlalaiafisaaviuin auamaamniiddynid
(@MBNST LUMMINEY, 2553, U. 1-2)

fnsnmszniaieudadudaiddyroTinvesined uidmiu
veauitldannsaiifionludingsdld Swade “itewluduauins” Tu
1 ligand “iililew” uasflaufitilasase lidezquvdennd
Weuludumnmsfisadtuinassuitasease Tnefilifitouslag
3.1 anumnekazaud A reaiiouludunuinig

Weuluiusunnsdudnuagdnuiliannsateaduld Wind
asrafoumariiaun wwiinsdsdenareugalviidusulunsauvde
aunufuawdun Wieiuauiuaudugie Lﬁauiu%umu1ﬂ13591ﬁ]ﬂsa§1j

v

funnlauumateiiiou (Somers & Yawkey, 1984) Ineinnaziiufdunus

eJé | Ut 13 aifufl 1 uns1As - Rquiew 2560



NTRENFIRUN AU TA WA

futteuluduauints Wussernaenuuasyniu Weuludusuinis
Hudsiazuansliisifannuaninsa viefnenwmeadtiyanveasin 7
annsalinsiununns fayana dswes viewnnsaliiedosiudin
Tnerunansidniwisazyimvesiiouludunuinis Wunsuandly
Widfnaansaldmununaydydnwal Tdswa wlanuvine uasinme
deastuiiienludunuinisidesnafinnumine sududefifinunsay
Wintuiiasd

o1ananlein ieuluiunuinisiIsumieudiuyadndnunsi
Winadety Wuldfmuniednd duding dnegldnanausuuldneuse
wUszasdfieai1smmdiusiuiiion Weuluduaunsvoudng
wiahirausaduldiesuuuuiuinuaie wu dnm viegududls
viodnuuuAaiduusauAniidinadnsduinass qduiiaidldlvifingnay
wiiileuluBununmsdiniiadaiieudnuasituinasiannanuduius
sgunaFnmAsludsladunsaeeninlfasdomnsanuin
winegluieiannsamanevieneuldlsudfionasinginssulunisveu
Jumnmsesnuiuiuazivouyaameuldiuiunuinsvesdaiedliae
(www.healthandtrend.com, 2559)

wnadraiedluduaunstun deswiniiaruiu Tandien
FAemeuazeglunsouataiivewsingnds gnwousimeniis uenaint nns
Aveullyieueugulaiifemenienisluiiviows Tuilumamanileiviili
dinfifieuluduawins Wenaunuuisdaunsegsiimnviameluludia
wazinfuderiveluludinede Wniifiiewludumunnisinnuluging
Jugnaudeansegnauls samﬁaﬁﬁﬁaqﬁmqﬁaaﬂdwmm e
wdnfvlf i ndudesauiiosdieuaziiniieuluiuauinis
(Manosevitz, Prentice, & Wilson, 1973, pp. 72-79) uaﬂmﬂiﬁﬂﬁa&uj
Tuaseuaiifiendewifissnuisainiidiewludunuinis wnniudn
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nuswoLazi (Cornelius & Yawkey, 1984)
Snummaivibianasaieuluduaunistun fe deenisnae

'
Yaa o

wanspuaRnsanaziugniisualulanvetwies dunaitizenin
“Effectance Motivation” wazfifiewmarafinansliiiuiinszmslaiiou
Tudumunnmsdnintunaenszesatunsausazlufainsusedniuves
2 < o o 1 Y =

wn wnagldanunisaliainaiuiluaniunisallunisiindusaznaaes
nsigunaunaseddu weuludunuinisazyreliantueivusnie
YaeANIanigydersoninnuannsaly Wnfiaudeinisuas
Ussauiazdinnuanunsalunisienyuzalassaaneg Adinduls (Harter

& Chao, 1992, pp. 350-363)

3.2 Uszinnvaaiiauluiuauinis

Wouludunuinis anunsaudslidu 2 ngulng) fe wiewly
Funuinsuuuiiieulsififanu (nvisible friends) uazifiouludumnnis
wuvdsvesiignaundliiduyana (Personified Object) Tnvdlffnafianis
ftoulufunuinsie 2 ﬂfjml’ﬁé’qﬁalﬂﬁ (Taylor, 2546)

1. Weuludunuinmsuuuifieulsifidany dnvazveaiiouly
Funumsthezduinmneviedinudeglindidssiutumn vmthidu
eudd Wuiowauiifienudiay dwlvajinagiindsiimvnionywd
vl W anansaduldvterasususisdnvas sidelidnuaenisiame
fifewannly envaveglususswesdnd uananidsruluswonuywd
iy gresuay wunuay dlunesia i Y winseviadng Jso199zlsl
Juiinsiudnguagyiliinanlanas

2. viteuludunuinisuuvawesiignausaliduyaaa iouly
Fununislunguillaleyaeaudiudsvesiildsunsauutuanlvidy
dleufuiin 1w fnen (Doll) iedinadnifidaseri (Stuffed Animal)
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yauaufina1 feaduvesauiiinrufieuniweautnilaeiily nam
fie Winanunsauenldihadafevenduinly uazddafevenauiinnauud
Tidufiouludunuins lneflieinnsauunuimanuilviureaaunan
ﬁ?uéhsl (Gleason, Sebanc, & Hartup, 2000, pp. 419-428)

Fausin “douludunuinis” aglidnuianansaneadiuls lu
vendsfiazeudirmuaninsouasineninmeaiyaiiannsaldlums
Jusuins fayaea dwes videwmnisaiiiAeafusaien Tagsunienis
T nwwazrimmesfieuludunuinis Fudunisuanslimifiuiiw
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