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Abstract

The important theory of Mahayana hermeneutics is the Skillful Means.
It is an example of integrationism or interactionism which emphasizes on expla-
nationism and interpretationism. By meaning, Skillful Means signifies an intelligent
teaching into infinity and various applying. For Zen Buddhist philosophy, an im-
portant method of the Skillful Means is called Koan, Zazen, and Mondo. These are
teaching identity of Zen. Zen mster has to have direct or practical experiences of
the Dhamma and then they are able to transfer the methods to their disciples clear-
ly. Therefore, Zen Buddhist philosophy emphasizes on experiences of mind in
individual. The ways of these experiences cannot record by languages which are
finite words to explain the meanings. However, languages are important as a pro-
cess called Kayaviifiatti and Vaciviifiatti to help disciples to realize their own
Buddhahood through methods, namely Koan, Mondo, and Zazen which pay the
role to communicate in non-verbal and verbal languages between master and dis-
ciples. These methods are signifier of Ski/lful Means which highlights the success-

ful teaching that is an attaining of Buddhahood according to Zen’s opinion.

Keywords: Skillful Means, Buddhist Hermeneutics, Zen Philosophy
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(Buddhadasa Bhikkhu, 2008, p. 22)
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(Buddhadasa Bhikkhu, 2008, pp. 22-23)
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(Suzuki, D. T., 2013, pp. 174-175)
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