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Concepts of Nature in Storytelling of Akha Tribe

in Chiang Rai Province
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ABSTRACT

This paper aims to study the fundamental concepts concerning
the nature which found in the storytelling of Akha ethnic group in
Chiang Rai Province. Thirty-nine local Akha stories were collected from
three Akha villages, namely Pang Pu Loei village; Saensuk village; and
Akha Pattana village. Those stories consist of story plots, characters,
and scenes. Data of those stories were analyzed by using content
analysis techniques. It was used to examine the Akha people’s points
of view and their relationships with the nature found in their storytel-
ling.

The results of the study were as follows: 1) The attitude of Akha
to the nature of the plant, including the rice cultivation. 2) The attitude
between Akha and nature on animals, including the pigs found in most
stories. 3) The attitude between Akha and supernatural event, mostly
about origin of the nature and supernatural phenomena. And 4) the

Akha people’s views about nature. Findings further showed that the
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content of these stories are the medium that expresses the view and
relationship between Akha and nature in the form of dependence
rather than exploitation. In addition, the storytelling is the preservation

of Akha identity from generation to generation until present days.

Keywords: Concept of Nature, Storytelling, Akha ethnic group, Chiang
Rai
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