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Abstract

This research article entitled “Food Ethics in Lanna” is aimed
to study 1) the meaning and value of Lanna cuisine 2) to analyze food
ethics in Lanna and 3) to explain the changes in value of the Lanna
cuisine. The scope of content analysis is limited within the area of
ethics in Lanna cuisine through food in daily life and food in religious
rituals. Geographically, this study explored the foods in Chiang Mai
Province, Thailand and Keng Tung Town in eastern Shan State,
Myanmar.

It was found that food ethics is the philosophical study
connecting to other studies through foods especially the interrelation
between humans and foods in various points of view. According to
the analysis, it was found that most of the foods for daily life use
seasonal vegetables to cook as well as meat, spices and seasonings
respectively. Lanna cuisine was influenced by the food cultures from
different ethnicities. Food in religious rituals was developed on the
basis of spirit and Khwan which came from the belief in animism.
Lanna food for religious rituals that later avoided using meat as
ingredients was influenced by Buddhism it came to the Kingdom. The
values of Lanna food either in Chiang Mai and Keng Tung have
changed through times but still maintain the tradition of mixing the
beliefs in spirit and Buddhism together, only specific and strict rules
that still in practice. Names of foods remain the same but ingredients

used for cooking are adapted for the sake of convenience.
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Keywords: Ethics, Food, Food Ethics, Lanna, Philosophy of Food
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Abstract

The objectives of this research paper are: 1.To study the Buddhist
relationship between LANNA and LANXANG 2To study the Buddhist
relationships between The Foundation for Study and Propagation of Buddhism
in the Regions of Mekong river and The Lao Buddhist Fellowship Organization
of Bokeo Province and 3.To synthesize the model of Buddhist relationship
between LANNA and LANXANG : A case study of The Foundation for Study and
Propagation of Buddhism in the Regions of Mekong river and The Lao Buddhist
Fellowship Organization of Bokeo Province. This research is a qualitative
research. By studying information from documents, the participation in

activities, Informal interviews and observations and do the content analysis.

The results can be summarized as follows: the Buddhist relationship
between LANNA and LANXANG are the relation of the inheritance of Buddhist
scripture and literature, the relation of Buddhist rites, the relation of Buddhist
studies and the relation of Buddhist arts.
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The Buddhist relationship between The Foundation for Study and
Propagation of Buddhism in the Regions of Mekong River and The Lao Buddhist
Fellowship Organization of Bokeo Province are: the production and publishing,
the building and restoration, the human development, the four factors relief,
the health promotion and the Buddhist tourism.

The model of Buddhist relationship between The Foundation for Study
and Propagation of Buddhism in the Regions of Mekong river and The Lao
Buddhist Fellowship Organization of Bokeo Province uses the 5 models of
CEPAR: 1.To Cultivate good on the merit route 2.To Enhance with the Buddhist
Knowledge 3.To Praise and Empower local wisdom 4.To Aid with four Requisites
and 5.To Reinforce Buddhist descendants. By the result appeared in the 5
values of IDSCP: 1.To Inherit Buddhism 2.To Develop peaceful society 3.To
Strengthening Economics and Tourism 4.To Connect two lands and 5.To
Proclaim the Sangha University’s reputation. By including 5 factors to support
the success are UUCCB: 1. Understanding history 2.Understanding Lao PDR’s
policy 3. Close relationship between the leaders of two sides 4. Continuous

Communications and 5.Buddha Dharma to build Relationship.

Keywords: Buddhism, Lanna, Lanxang, The Foundation for Study
and Propagation of Buddhism in the Regions of Mekong river, The

Lao Buddhist Fellowship Organization
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Abstract

This article aims to present about the spirit of teachers
according to concept of Ven.Buddhadasa Bhikkhu and 2) the ways in
development of spirit of teachers according to the ways of
Ven.Buddhadasa Bhikkhu. The results show that according to concept
of Ven.Buddhadasa Bhikkhu’s the spirit of teachers, he get the idea
and influence of work from supreme teacher that is the Buddha
whose the spirit of teacher has been arrived with purity grace, wisdom
grace and great mercy grace in helping and aiding all living creatures
by opening spiritual door with work hard in teaching Dramma to lift
the spirits as expected human beings with good precepts, good
Dramma, and good wisdom. For the ways in developing the spirit of
teachers, it has to start not being a slave to an object, the education
must not be according to the original of the universe which goes for
survival but it should destroy animal instinct and should develop the
beauty, goodness and correctness with supreme Dramma. In addition,

the persons who are teachers have to practice by following 4 ways
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namely; being truly happy, being full of humanity; there is a duty for
duty and having universal love or pure love, as well as, four
foundations of mindfulness which should be applied and used in
daily life.

Keywords: Ven. Buddhadhasa Bhikkhu, the spirit of teachers,

Development of the spirit of teachers
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Abstract

This article is entitled “The Wabi-Sabi: the concept of beauty in the
view of Aesthetic”. The objectives of this article are to study the theory of
Aesthetics, Interpretation, and valuation related to the concept of Wabi-Sabi as

originated from Japan. Because of the concept of wabi-sabi, It is an accepted
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theory about imperfections. There are opinions that beauties do not have to
be perfect, be simple, and not be overly refined. The next objective is to try to
discover the answer to the word ‘beautiful’, from the aesthetic standpoint in
the framework of wabi-sabi. In response to the question of whether the flaws
in those works of art will be seen as having a value, and the aesthetics that
emerged from the wabi-sabi concept. Has it given any deep meaning to the
value or not? This article was based on documentary research based on various
sources. They have supplied explanations and definitions for support and
arguments, as well as a framework for analysis based on aesthetic theory.

The study shows that to accept the concept of wabi-sabi whether there
is a beauty value or not, it is important to analyze the aesthetic theory
framework. Under the rules, there is evidence that wabi-sabi is an aesthetic that
is valued by standards of beauty that do not contradict reality. Because of the
beauty of wabi-sabi, It is a true beauty that can be felt and can be perceived
by ordinary people. Wabi-Sabi's beauty is based on the story of the life that can
be explained factually in a concrete aesthetic theory. By the true philosophy
which profound in wabi-sabi relates to environmental issues: “Minimizing
consumption choosing quality products that come from sustainable organic
sources, Respecting nature”. The beauty of wabi-sabi exists in Japanese culture
and the way of philosophy. wabi-sabi’s influence on Japanese aesthetic values
has inspired such arts as the tea ceremony, flower arranging, haiku, garden
design, and No Theater. Even in the modemn era, wabi-sabi is recognized as an
important concept that is not limited to Japanese culture. But it is seen as a
matter of the human mind. And in addition, Wabi-Sabi is consistent with the
aesthetic theory of value. The value of the wasabi-sabi that was discovered was
positively given. That is, in addition to creating a subtlety in communication, it
is also valuable to make the mind of those who are trained in aesthetics to be

gentle, understand society and have beauty in mind as well.
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ﬂuﬁ'uﬂ, 2562, U. 9) q‘uw’?amamﬁ‘ﬂ”mié’dwLﬁuwﬁﬂummawqwﬁmﬁ
LEIIAAIYeINYEY tauutamA1venywdlid 3 a1 lawn a3eeans
qunismans uaz assnmanilag adu dandiunsuazaudug (2562,
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1) 93uaand (Ethics) Wusnsgruienfunginssues
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W ANIIUTINYWEI10819l5AANNA 0813l5ABAINTY ARIAIYRINY BT
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2) gunsuaans (Aesthetics) ummsgruieiunsiug
A Wuanddnegrmilsfaunndnaninanud auamsaassnady
FeafeafunnuAnanmsduda W Weisiuninaefindidazdu
vouihszmiweumgaeuby IareiunLny ALl
Aanuwela Anwdud vieanugu Weisdudatudsmenaniiliig,
ansanenueringiidanunuindanulaneu nieunnnsaining
sssumialuld vilisudnlalddnerlsvildiAnanusna isfenath
arundlatuanundnnsaisaunuvionieaivassdanudalsiun
ladsasnudonmAvesnudunyuddnussmnilsfiinazasiaslile
“AAIAINIA1UAINILI T BN UNT oA Tun1sUTy S endn
quvisemans” (@iu dnnaudiuns uazaudus, 2562, u. 14)

3) n33neNans (Logics) Ao WINTFIUNWAMAIEILTIALETY
TWuuwdTauanysald wdunaamiatgyi auda na1afe

v

UNNTBIINUINTFIUNY 2 AU AINa1INU BT aalinluAnuae

ANTUYINNG FInIEmANe livasuaeg Zandyddnna dlanviading
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Fadadulaunngusnids (Subjective) @ sazuansnsainngulsde
(Objective) i lAaiA AL T ugUuuy (Form) n3emuamduy
AnanAvesdauTngidegiues (s fluen, 2529, u. 4) drugaAiA
yuifagiiousinuaudn uluad viedusuinisvesdalugainsassAnaiy
5uﬁaL“f]ulﬂmmLmemmU%’%QJﬂLLUU%mﬁﬂm (idealism) ®g19lsAnunIs
dnduanunufildfiveagumediduiisainisairsnseunuifaiiie
Avuaguuuulunsne mzqunsemans iuibeswesnuangianves
6'8"3m‘1“1umm§§mawmﬁﬂﬁmwhﬂgu @3u denaudiung LLazﬂuﬁuﬂ,
2562, u. 14)

a U =

6.2 JUnuuvasHeagun3d a3u drnaudiunsuazane (2562, U,

a A U L4 ¥ a

21) e¥efivdsill i “Refsfiilosuiuduinauanuty duwadednlaly
Anewddneneg dadusanduialaluoisualineg Jsguuuuvesdoquie
g samnsanuld 2 Uuuu” Ioun dosssund way defavs “lasdo
sysumidudeiifintuowuanmwindeusinag Wy iz U gun 1Dy
s (Hudsinuldudimsnnluanuivieniien Wednlududasivlian
mnusuiludela drudnguuvunis fe defiaus anaumINevesAa Uy
fio Anuaufiuyudainedu” adu daudiunsuaseudug (2562, u. 27)
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azlonlunsd eansudrdadnarwinliinlove s g il nduluis o
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Ag” sl Ununveand-9nld FdenudAyluusunvesns@ne
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U3 (Perception) 2. U135 (Imagination) 3. Uszaunisal (Experience)
(@A 10 meg, 2536, U. 61-62 919991 q3u é’amamﬁmmuamuﬁlm,
2562, 4. 32)
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lunsuansesnuadun@aly Usenaulumedaiauaziiyanay
Susiideulesiudsiignatiedu edrdlsiny veuslunsuansoonves
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109930 F9/197 “seishintouistu’ Munedeniainsdnlauazdndaami
Aanssuwils Wrunszvauniamieded yaeaazaimisongaRuaInnig

88 | PANIDHANA JOURNAL Vol.18 No.2 (July-December 2022)



215815dlsw Ui 18 avudl 2 (nsngrAu-5uanau 2565)

asouiassimuaznaefuniufeafuianssumaidu anfadzdadu
uaandslafildandetuauluiie lindunisdnity gansin vdenisv
fin Femeihdslaliiald og a ety uasfansniludinussariy
anansdonnuanefiants wazlumuesigniiansanindunguwadfely
nsmudala steuedannsorildeuisssunifaeausanatedu
wasudavgld enansdaowauldifudsiiduaniiedale f15en
‘mushin’ ﬁ?fqLﬁuﬁa@m%’uaﬂ’nzﬁgwmﬁ’wummﬁ'u nsflaunaianuns
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Lwi?iaﬂzmmmL%’ﬂaﬂéﬂummaﬁaﬁwwﬁﬁ'ﬂﬁlﬁﬁ (Juniper, 2019, p.92-
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13 91T figndrenenenenundugurisnmuuuduiusmannsaduld
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nguifunnneduduuazanly uslumadifenueudduaua
v93 NT-1Tlulseifmans widuuAanisiuraula AeuwrAnios
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lgﬂﬁsﬂqﬁLL@'&LLa3mmu’%awéﬁﬁn%&maamﬁ-mﬁﬁﬂiswuﬁuﬁmﬁm@m%m
uywdiausuaziunstuduaalliddyuesiuslulaniieglunszuans
Wasuudas Uuniper, 2003, p. 99) Uswgywesnd-end Jelddunsiiug
31 llirseunsesinguas s niuiunlantun1sAumALEIugY
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Indaldfianuniu swagdedsiognelimtidunierunadu uiede
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warindufauy fufugauafduarunuiefinnumnsulimisassss
LLazLLm'sumai’@uuﬁﬁmﬁﬂulﬂmn (Carter, 2008) wudAAzT-20 Fudu
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funnsnafuly “Sngnassudeudouaarograuiuon” Ussloatuanainae
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Abstract

An academic article titled "Anapanasati Approach for The Path to
Emotional Intelligence of the Elderly." It is a collection of views on the practice
of Anapanasati and emotional intelligence. The objectives of this study are to
study and analyze the path towards emotional intelligence of the elderly
through Anapanasati.

Anapanasati Sutra is a single sutra that deals with conscious awareness
of breathing in and out. It can be both Samatha and Vipassana Meditation. The
Dharma Principles in the Anapanasati Sutta are (1) Satipatthanad (2) Bojjhana 7
(3) Itthibaht 4 (4) Concentration 4 (5) Organic 5 (6) Strength 5 (7) The Eightfold
Path. When the elderly practice Anapanasati, they are consciously aware of
their breathing in and out, resulting in peace and tranquility, resulting in
goodness from the inside, namely the mind, to the outside, namely the body
and the wider society. The elderly who practice Anapanasati regularly will have

high emotional intelligence and be able to understand and manage their
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emotions and stress appropriately. The elderly has an understanding of the
feelings of others and can learn how to overcome stress and pressure that can
lead to emotional violence. Suppose the elderly do Anapanasati more and
more. One will be far from defilements, born of knowledge, and have attained
enlightenment. In that case, the loosening of clinging and Samma Vimutti is
liberation. In addition to emotional intelligence, there are 3 other benefits,
which are: 1) Dittadhamikatta (current benefits), to raise the level of physical
and verbal behavior, and higher mortality, in addition to being useful to oneself.
It is also beneficial to society, the economy, and the environment. 2)
Conversation (benefits in the next life or life) to good birth, which is the ultimate
goal. Finally, the highest benefit is 3) Paramattha, being able to abandon

defilements, escape from Samsara, and enter the State of Nirvana.

Keywords: Anapanasati, Emotional Intelligence, Elderly
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Abstract

This article has the following objectives: 1) To study the meaning,
background, method of Buddhist philosophy 2) To study the meaning,
background, principles of sociology 3) Analysis of Buddhist philosophy and
sociology. According to the study, it was found that Buddhist philosophy comes
from the idea ofseeking knowledge based on external truths and inner truths,
which he principle of finding those truths must be directed with mind and
wisdom. The aim of sociology is to describe human behavior in society so that
we can understand human nature, the behavior of oneself and others with
scientific criteria. To understand the role of humanity in society. To help people

in society adapt to various social conditions.

Keywords: Buddhist philosophy, Sociology
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Abstract

The objectives of this research are; to analyze the Vihara in Tipitaka on
the issue of 1) the cause of creation, 2) significance and the 3) composition of
architecture.

The result shows that 1) the first motive of the Vihara construction was
from a Rajagaha’s millionaire who was a confidence in the good conducts of
the Sangha who practiced Dhamma in the forests. He wished to build a Vihara
for residence to protect the hazard and practice the Dhamma. 2) The
significance of a Vihara in the Tipitaka mean a residence of Bhikkhus, Bhikkhuni,

lay-people, giants etc. The residence of the Buddha called Mulagandhakuti.
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Besides, it implies the monastery, a doctrinal shrine and stupa enshrining the
Buddha’s relics afterwards the Buddha permitted the Sangha not to use Viraha
for an Ubosot, kitchen and depository. 3) An architectural composition of the
Vihara in the Tipitaka, the first Viharas that a Rajagaha’s millionaire built for the
Sangha seemed to be a bamboo house. It has their sided opaque walls and
gable roof, however a Bhikkhus dwelling in the lodging was not comfortable
and safety. Bhikkhus then informed to the Buddha to know so the Buddha allow
to build the doors, windows, stairs, fence, wall painted white or yellow, floor
painted black. Interior of a Vihara is allowed to put the ceiling, divide the area
into rooms, flower-patterned, vine-patterned, Dragon tooth-patterned and
permitted to use a handrail, clothesline, wooden dowel, ivory hanger, wooden
hanger, bed, chair, pillow. The ground could be filled higher if floodwaters

entered the temple.

Keywords: Vihara, Architecture, Tipitaka
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Abstract

Thesis on the Analysis of the peace Concept of Thich Nhat
Hanh there are two objectives. 1) to study the concept of peace of
Thich Nath Hanh. 2) to study the concept and method of peace
building of Thich Nath Hanh.

The research found that. 1) The concept and method of
peace. peace is generally calm. The state of peace is that humans
can live together peacefully. Reconcile harmonious have mercy help
each other They live together peacefully between humans, animals,
ecosystems, and all things, without any conflict Violence which will
lead to loss of property and life. Peace in twilight internal peace
means the state of mind that is free from the dominance of things.
This is a mental state without conflict. All kinds of violence This is
called nirvana. External peace refers to the condition in which
individuals, societies, and the world are not subject to each other.
There is love, harmony, freedom and respect for human rights. The
concept of peace of Thich Nath Hanh found a way to peace is the
focus of the operation. Raise consciousness of people in the world
society to see the threat of war. and nationality to see the importance
of peace. He realize that there is a need to change the type in
creation peace. It was founded. Social Engaged Buddhism to help
people in the four main topics are hygiene, management education.

And economic development this is an indication of him idea that
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action and intelligence ¢o together. 3) creating peace in the
dimension of philosophy Thich Nath Hanh has created a community
of sangkha plum village to be a community of peace many countries.
The emphasis is on everyday consciousness without religious lines an
international practice. To practice meditation and wisdom to realize
true existence, there is nothing more than compassion and help
among people and all around. by bringing consciousness and into the
mind. And the dedication, which is driven from within, is benevolent
and sow love into the hearts of the people. For create happiness

peace and reconciliation, to return to a sustainable world society.
Keywords: Peace, Thich Nath Hanh
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Abstract
Dr. Jaiphet Klajon's Buddhist Dhamma Medical Science is a
new science of medicine that emerged in Thailand. The central idea
s "the practice of attaining the state of supreme enjoyment, which is
Nirodha, Vimutti, and Nibbana, respectively." There is a clear and
comprehensive explanation of the illness process from a holistic
perspective in the relativity of abstract and physical science. The 9

Principles of Buddhahood, or 9 tablets of medicine, are a practice. Dr.
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Jaiphet Klajon's slogans for Buddhist Dhamma Medical Science
include “the elimination of defilements is the curing of diseases”,
“becoming one's own doctor” and “zero-baht treatment facilities.”
The Buddhist Dhamma Medical Training camp incorporates the
defilement elimination practices into the 9 tablets of medicine and
all camp activities in a harmonic manner. The result of practice is that
every disease can be treated, both infectious and chronic non-
infectious diseases, such as: Cancer, Chronic renal failure, SLE,
Sclerosis,  Psoriasis, Chronic hepatitis, Cirrhosis, Hyperthyroid,
Osteoporosis, Diabetes, Hypertension, Hyperlipidemia, Coronary
artery disease, Cerebrovascular disease, Gout, Rheumatoid arthritis,
Chronic allergies, Tonsillitis, Tuberculosis, Shingles, Erysipelas,
Diabetic foot ulcers, Typhoid fever, Chikungunya fever, Covid-19, etc.
The outcome is dependent on the sick person's ability to practice. In
addition, the quality of life is improved in every dimension, such as:
physical, mind, society, intellect, economy, overall quality of life, self-
reliance, and assisting people to overcome suffering (Buddhahood
property). There is an important landmark that “the capture of a
single point can destroy the whole line of suffering”. That single point

is “the cessation of defilement”.
Keywords : Medical Buddhism Innovation , Defilement elimination

curing disease , Jaiphet Klajon , Buddhist Dhamma
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wazhmungIsaonndesiulunivesnisiidiuseasd 2 seau laun 1useasdluy
fes Aenallunsyanazvioudnuaeviosssuyivesnnuasgen uasilsad
uendtes Aemaifuedesdelunsihiilatrganinsdniiduanns sunszuiums
yo3qun3silauInis (aesthetic contemplation) wagA AT (santarasa) Ll aLd1fs
ANHITIgeanlagUsIrnd1ilnuvisiany

Adnaey: [UsasAvaanues, Iulueniiess, Linuny

Abstract

The purpose of the research entitled “Schopenhauer and the
Vedanta’s Views on the Purpose of Music” were to study the purpose of music
with special reference to philosophy of Schopenhauer and Vedanta. The
findings of the study show that both philosophical systems believed in
connection between music and metaphysical truth. Music, according to
Schopenhauer, is regarded as the instrument that represents its own will.
Vedanta, on the other hand, considers music as the same as Brahman which is
the first cause of everything. As the result, music according to both systems can
serve two purposes, namely, internal and external ones. The later are regarded
as the instruments that lead the listener’s mind to the level of meditation
whereas the former can be seen as the mirrors that reflect the nature of truth.
These two purposes can be achieved through the process of aesthetic
contemplation and Santarasa leading to the ultimate reality without self-

consciousness.

Keywords: Musical Purpose, Schopenhauer, Vedanta
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mmi’ﬁﬂ‘ﬁ'dﬂNaeiawqﬁﬂﬁﬂul,%w%mamﬂé’ (Burkholder, 2014, p.13)
ausdisugniudeslstunsadmaulugiusdsasviouauasysaluuy
uwiswszidluganans lusagfiaunlutausssuduieduifuiuiaan
MsviesanluAInTTINImALITEIgANTIN BT UK LLUAAE BIUIY
W3nsTu (Nada-Brahman) 31 L1@senioifinassnd avuideddunsmaly 2
SULUU (AUNQE, 2563, online) Ae desiildBuseyannsduaziiioutes
Tng 01l \@oann 1809509 1FvanunT uazidesi bilddudonainnis
duazifleuvesdngna 01fi ggnia nansiu-nansiu nMsiAn-n1snne

Audugnuazimunn1svesnfamanunslunz Junnuazduiie
ssdsuarouIAndsqunIsmanivesludusioosiazimuny laei
2 sruuUSvaiivirusfidenndoetuin ausdidufauswouafivieiianunse
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2.2 iefnwuthusrasdvesnundluinuzoslulusnieosuay
LINTURAY
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939G960
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4. WANNTINY

4.1 wnAnsesuslumaUSygn

punIae Tumndausganinidusuanl@sunmsesuiedt Sanaudly
Msaneneanienoliiine1sualauidn deildnsnadeiauinismig
$19m9 3la wardggu dsluganiniidodn nmsAnwinunisaudunng
AnluduunafinuenannsduaunaseniegnewasInlawds Gainl
LﬁmmiﬁmﬁLﬁuizUULLazﬁﬂUQjLLmﬁm%w‘%EJmam%é’w ANBLVDIAUAT
Fudsnganuuana1sed 1enssd i uiugasanissed 18-19 luge
Aandadn (the Classic Period, 1750-1820) LLasqﬂiiLmuﬁﬂ (the Romantic
Period, 1815-1920) 1udnuaizvainuniaatadn (Classical Music) v
msaeneanmidniiiuanasgradusssuni lnsordelassaiiouas
aafUsENaUNIALAT wazaunsatefley (Popular Music) fiun1suans
o1sualrnuiAnuazisessdadatan

anvazvetaunIAaadnuavaunsaledendrlug Yeanidies
AendunuAwes aunluaen1sinsalauss (musical ariticism) lummssy
719 iliaussgnduunidu 2 Uszan ae Harvard Dictionary of Music
(1974, p.2) TiAtigauin mum?u?qmé (Absolute Music) lﬂ"dﬂuﬁ‘ﬁlgﬂ
ponuuusesTIiuiledesildniu wiefinsuanieonmeonsuel widy
AUAST UsIAaInArInen1euen Tuvas i a3 nssaul (Program
Music) W unun3fiad1ad uainuuiAnuendaauns i edreneneisual
AU ANkazalUNINRIUNTFUIUNTTNI9TALULTIRIFY (Ibid., pp.696-
698) lngdonnifgiainaniinannuuiAnidauniesaanslunguinan 817
Sa1isn suadn (Eduard Hanslick, 1825-1904) fitauein aunsiduiites

a

lassairadesaemunlsdaloninienisual WHguNIoeN19nUnIfLia
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Fuinanedusy NEUN3 03 URUUVBIAIAUAT LD fardu AuAIUTANS I
ANUN30ASTIDUANAIWIAIAUAT LADE1LYIA34 (Irina, 2006, pp.10-11)

TuneueAnsud aas (Franz Liszt, 1811-1886) NAULAUD1 AUAS
Lilfduaunissusaviudaiatwieidudeluniuansesnnisersunivay
L?aqsnmm{ﬂisﬁua‘ (Ibid., pp.14-17) LW ULABAIAUTBITA 21ALUDT
(Richard Wagner, 1813-1883) fueain ﬂmﬂ'waa@um?@gjﬁmmmmﬁaiu
MIkanteanuardoansSessmiiiues faduunumuemunifiddedns
(Ibid., pp.18-19) Mssuunaunioendu 2 Usuianissams el
nseulun1siinnsaniadnvazwaznuauiRveInun3lurinuzaslyugn
wosuaztmunzla

4.2 wnAnleiusvgywavaunssrmansvadlulugniiess

91505 L9LUug12t005 (Arthur Schopenhauer, 1788-1860)
Junilslutnudee3nden (dealism) Midodn Tanuazanuasalidnume
Judaveddnfiduuusssu Inesuiendvdnanaaudnanindnneu
w1 819 Busnulea AuY (Immanuel Kant, 1724-1804) floSunedn assn
Ainfuiidusngnsaifiintuluie uasledu Aovdu Fvume Johann
Gottlieb Fichte, 1762-1814) fia3u1ein aiswﬁﬂaﬂa%ﬁq%ﬂuﬁwﬁmaqéh
wﬂuiﬂuwm‘[umw (Schopenhauer, 2010, p.55) i luguunfnsinui
7 4 LmammmammwaLwaauaummsmamaqmmm au*damaui‘dma
nMsuUsUaey (becoming) msg (knowing) N34l (being) WALA1INTEYI
(acting) (Costanzo, 2020, pp.290-291) %amqmmﬁmwaﬂizmﬁqmﬁw
a5une71 d9199 Tuazidudliandiug (Wil 1undsudavend
Tuiedeuldios foglunnasindsisniTiouaylifidin lnoandiume
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uanseondunsiduvesdasing 4 017 3Us dnwar szuveies uay
ypaNluALAZEnT N19493EITUE N1SVEENUS wagnsnaeRughuy 1s
ﬁaqm WSIUUNIT NISHYNLALITIUAUVBIARNT (Schopenhauer, 2017)
Fafu susieilfiAenssuslanlu 2 sedu Ao Tanlugiusiandiug
(world as will) waglanlugiugninunu (world as representation)

nauAaUzuyuanieg Jeleglugiusanunudiazvioudanis
LEAIRONLUAANTIUY IngluugnieasdniunfalseanauniNuaIuise
Tunisuanseanuruandius Usenaulualtedalzauanidnanssy
(architecture) 7 agsf UL o9dNWAIENIINIIAINLATAIUAUWUT LT
lassaievesing glandnenssu (landscape architecture) wagnImam
#297e) (landscape painting) 7 WAA108NANINTIUIN U N VUL LAY
ANFNW LS TEnT 1 uYead o 930 InsnssunarUseduinssudad
(painting and sculpture of animal) #39dATnITNLAZUTEAUINTIUAU
(painting and sculpture of human) ﬁazﬁaumm'«i’mw'm'gjﬂi'm/fmm
91fUATeN uazyAdndnuuzianzau Jananuirudalingnfed sy
uusiAnannisasnideuinglusssund dnd wazuyed Weidunimuny
feulueiuusssndomds luvnedissunssy (iterature) inanaly
vimiusssufilinwiiieasyieuddesudusussu

ogslsfinm aund (musio) nduiduRadzusuafoadililseglu
FIUEN LU DUAAIENTIANMINEA 8BNS DE e enD Tl lY
szeuilaian uddsiisuSiusvaindnananduifissguuuuvesesual (types
of feelings) iannatfuna3dy (supra-individual structures) Faazviauds
ndsuIansilioglunsouseauisianu (pre-individual Will) (Gunter
Zoller, 2010, p.129) saty aunssaduiaiousand U inenans
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sssuAvesiiiues (a copy of the will) #1un1wvesaunIMiuaina
lagUs1Aanaeea TugUkuUUeIeIAUIENouNIInUnIiesEaudsuas
299U (Schopenhauer, 2010, pp.239-285)

4.3 WNANTRAUTYYILATAUNSEANENITDLINTUAY

nMuRg (Vedanta) Wunildlussuudsygngugaisenadined
& a [} v a6 a o < a (Y] a 1
duneanwiAanaSvgunnduifeuldnlulssinufeiiunisilegves
Wsutu 01mdu w181 0inen wavlunwstdudAn lneaduredn windy
(Brahman) Lﬁumwm%qqaqmﬁﬁaiﬁﬁmasawﬁq wwﬁuﬁuﬁumwﬁqw%

I a ¢ a { a Y .
wazidudasyainusingnised 1endn dsaaunsnaiy (Nirguna Brahman)
waznsvduneglugluuuveunmniimnu Sendn anunsvidy (Saguna
Brahman) (w3, 2545, W. 300-301) uanmmmaﬁmqmwswﬁ’u%
1 Y a a 1 U oA v a . T~
ABLAAATUIUAITNINANEUNSENIT andand (Bhakti Movement) (WSna,
1.U.4., 2.63-65) N1L3971 NMSHEAAIAINUSAANARDLINNLINPIUNENANG LAY
anunsatludlunweld Tnensyw (Puja) Wundisunanujufnunsvany
WA a5 lAMIEN1TAELATRIHIIBLATNITAINTOUIBUADLNN
W1 waztdununvesdn@dsdn (Bhakti Sangit) #39n15509 1au LHUsWie
YYUNWAT (Beck, 2013, p.127) uanantuduiedlesiunuive syl
a fa o o o as &

‘1/|NE:I‘LWIiEJmam‘JEJ‘LJLﬂEJVlUiWﬂQIUﬁMﬂ‘JmQEJmam (Bharata Natyasastra)
YeI1uNSRzyll (Bharata Muni) 1Na109NTANTENINUADIAIUILARAS
azATTINAUAUAT 11391857 wazunnd Liledsasulruyudiidasssuuazin
Fyaraundulugaiianueisnisvesuysdnaliifanndidydnd e
(Tripurari, 2011, p.8)

254 | PANIDHANA JOURNAL Vol.18 No.2 (July-December 2022)



215815dlsw Ui 18 avudl 2 (nsngrAu-5uanau 2565)

wsmfuuazormuwiassudndud aderiu usnsnsiugnvili
wanseenlugiuzdssngifidn vazunnaadufiesunavesne 1ine
Ievseautilaininasnasenanenanns s (lwase), 2530, .
109) M5U53qANR3 WA BT UNTMTUT sanansai ik NS UGTRT
Aaun s2u8an155ugd8d1dnuians (pure consciousness) H1u
U51nMsaliBagunied1ans (Ross Keating, 2008, pp.25-37) lnguassa
nSNd (Morris Graves, 1910-2001) 303N3¥1303 A UR ANWILUIAANI
nzTusonldiauedn udadzasounsesi ud usisusingnasel
(phenomenal space) Nuiuviedn (mental space) waziuil uvediln
(space of consciousness) Lﬁaﬁ%mﬂﬁﬁuﬁuﬁ‘ﬁuNmmﬁaﬂzﬁaﬁmﬁﬂmi
Suinu (Existence) uazmsdanmiiduais (Knowledge)

aussgnenliiuidnsAadfimieniAauzuousdu Wosmnidedn
aussdundsnudnaanssulimmiludsldddniosmeuansusuuuuves
deawazyineyiues dauaudalunisasisanuguniduasnsedulidiings
ANLNLUISTTHYIA LileaaenIdnualuvianie-3n uyud-mmd iy
wiaieatu (Swami Sattwasthananda, 2010, online) FaLAnansvsna
yanAnumwsnaiidoindoufenlesdnmiu aupiiadufavsd
ansnazviousIITAvedlanuarasTnas IINFuNELAnInNTIIALIRY
WIMTUNIUDIAUTZNOUF) Meszudes 1Ay A1ay waysa

5. aAUsIENAN15IY
5.1 aussluiAuzulsUugIeesuasInIung
wAaagunIemansilianuddyonunslugiusdats
esuauaiefiaunsawanseoniaansiudlalnenss aundlusiauzve
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Tlugnieeslianvuziduaunsussiaswuuuunauasaaiadn (classical
music) Ailimnudydelasiadiawazesdusenaunieaun’ deaunsly
SnuwardaunsaazeusIs TR v LIRS 1K ueIRUsENoUR19Y Ae
sEAULEY NanAe W@eaua (bass) sulanunisuansooniandueszau

'
o

iaeluddlifidin deamued (tenor) Wieuldfunisuansooniandusly
Wy \@eadale (alto) eulanunisuansaaniandiusludnd wazides
TwUs1Tu (soprano) Guduseduidssiigeiigaifisuldfunyudfiamisn
LLamaaﬂLam"malﬁmaﬁ'qﬂ (Schopenhauer, 2017) %397 a7 bl
Uszaui (disunion) waznduanUszanuiudnads (reconciliation) 84
azvioudviginsanuanniuasianisananuneieulunisnouaus e
wRd1us mathisnnuaTegegaifsdfuandiusdsanunsavinldlagode
AauauUAlunNIAsEUATEIMNNILTBINLAT BeazRgaauaulanazii
il adg anaziandeiduanififondn quniedauinis (aesthetic
contemplation)

aundluntwduanganunesindadesdlneg (lavanya) 54
(rasa) LLazmwﬁuqum%E}‘ (bhava) (Prajnanananda, 1960, pp.19-20) 33
ilfuenanauasluirusvesSogamungasdiiund eulosiundn
mauuda SaannsaazvieunuIiafnfumNTisgegarussdUszney
199 Magwiediu lnedisnae (raga) w3enqudilindiuiu 5-7 daudu
osAUsznoundnlunisdeorsualauidnaindussiadludails dedu
psAUsENeUIIAUAT T AMANTRlUNMIW At TualfuuLsTIIg A 0ENs
Lﬂugﬂﬁiim (Bakshi, 2005) ﬁ?’iwmmwiazﬁmgﬂﬁmu@maLmﬂumiumm
iWionelmAnnnrguvieziionda sa 9 Uszns lud a3 (rati) A
nanuutu (hasya) AINUNA1118Y (vira) A11LASLAN (karuna) AN
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8r1953¢) (adbhuta) AulnssUA (raudra) ANUNGEAYY (vibhatsa) A
WI1ANA73 (bhaya) kagANEIUEY (santa) FIANURTANTDIARNAIILAIY
guuudunmzwianduisiuiuiiiaainnistiigmneeau

5.2 WhiszasAvasnunsiuiauzvedsilugieaiasiiniung
PMNNTANBITTUVUSTYIvelTilugeas tazaniunz Ty
druvesuunAnfeeAvivguazaunisemans aunsaiinsgiiieadu
Hszasdvaanuniluruzveduusnieeiuazioniunedi i 2 seuy
Uwgiiituszasdiiaonndeaiuly 2 sedu laun Whussasdludiesie
nsazviousssuvIveslanuazasind oiiivalosduaiueiegeqnides
pAUTTY I UaNBMzYeteIAUTEnoUluAIAUASIEY kazttUsyasAuen
Fuedlugiuzied ssdiolunsiiiladregaunsuiugunisdauinisuas
mufisa dudunsruiunsifiewioudalindeusenisidfuaiegean
Domds ndnide deliAnansdnduiiu ffuns wagusiaandinuss
Famu wiAuLAnE 1A InUT UM sdsan Taussu afanuide uay
sunuuvesAavzindeululanaziunnuarluimusssuduneidiuinla
FaupAeafuaunivosiagiauduandatu Tnsguniotauinisldifies
Anlunnzaunisranauniviity udasnsadeduldidesndetuials
WAUIBY 9 2INTIUINVBIALIILLATAIIUATENTA MUY Tuvaei
mufsaifusavioonsunififnnideduausiivindy
winunily 2 daugazdiidiuszasasiudulunsunlugdiin
Rerfuanuaigeanusinduiigamuneuanemsiisnstu nanfe nisdnin
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Abstract

This research was an attempt to philosophically — and, existentially, -
answer the questions as follows: (1) what does it means for an individual to be
(in this case became) terrified and resort to terrorism to overcome this terror?,
(2) what are the sources of it?, and (3) what are the conditions that make
terrorism both contemporary and constant in our existence?. In doing so, the
research set out the study by investigating the conception of subject in the
modern philosophical context, with the beliefs in the hindsight that; firstly, the
appropriate and fruitful way of gaining insight into and making sense of the
subject or subjectivity in the contemporary setting is to do it in the modern
philosophical scenario, which, in itself, is the result of the advent of the

intellectual and philosophical movement called “the enlishtenment,” and ,

PANIDHANA JOURNAL Vol.18 No.2 (July-December 2022) | 262


mailto:ecosabotage@yahoo.com

215815dlsw Ui 18 avudl 2 (nsngrAu-5uanau 2565)

secondly, the concept (or concepts) of “subject” is politically constructed,
historical variable, and ideolosgical infused, therefore, together with the first
belief, the modern subject is best understood within the span of modern period
rather than trying to come up with the eternal aspect of subject that is
persistent and resistant to time, change, and history. It is found that by exploring
into the modern philosophical conceptions of subject, the process of
individualization of the modern subject is the process of opposition, therefore,
the subject realizes itself through the opposite. In this way, | argue that there
are degrees of violence inherent in the modern subject and the conception of
the subject because it is based upon the suppression of the opposite, and,
through the attempt at doing an existential study into the root cause of
violence in the modern subject, it is found that the inherent violence is a logical
and, even, natural reaction to “terror,” which is an emotional response to the

core of the human condition - “nothingness” at the core of being.

Keywords: Terror, Terrorism, Subject, Violence, Existentialism
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1. Introduction

Literally, speaking, - if the following definition is something the
popular beliefs go by that is the term “terrorism” means “the
unlawful use of violence or threats to intimidate or coerce a civilian
population or government, with the goal of furthering political, social,
or ideological objectives.” (dictionary.com/browse/terrorism: online)
This definition, which is one of the most conventional definitions of
the term, and which reflects the most popular perception and
opinion - cliché- on the subject, has at least two implications. First
and foremost, terrorism, from a popular point of view, has mainly and
significantly been understood, perceived, felt, interpreted, and
analyzed in the territory of politics — in terms of power struggle
between binary oppositions, such as, state and non-state actor; the
oppressor and the oppressed; the law keeper and the law breaker
(the criminal) etc. There is a famous saying: “one person’s terrorist is
another’s person freedom fighter. (Primoratz, 2004, pp.xi) This totally
makes sense in the context of political and national liberation, but it
unavoidably implies that the actor (or actors) who resorts to the
means of violence and induction of fear and intimidation, and
commits to an abhorrently, unforgivably, and spectacularly (in some
sense, a terrorist act is a kind of performance aiming at making some
kind of (mostly) impression on the minds of some specific or general,
direct and indirect targets — that is to say “audiences”) criminal act

of violence against civilians, non-combatants, the innocent is defined

PANIDHANA JOURNAL Vol.18 No.2 (July-December 2022) | 265



215815Vdls 1 Ui 18 avvdl 2 (nsngInx-5uanau 2565)

solely as a political actor, who always has in mind a political aim (to
bring down the power-that-be whose villainous ambition is to install
their supremacy, and to suppress the freedom of the dissidents- or
those who dare to challenge their power), and is eternally motivated
by political cause. For the terrorist or those who aspire to be one,
terrorism is justified, and the act of terrorism is the weapon of the
weak. Then the definition of terrorism given above is, implicitly or
explicitly, composed from the perspective of the authority (that is to
say, the state, the ruler, the sovereign, the officials, the government
agencies, etc.) in ignorance of the acts of terrorism committed by the
authority, or what Charles P. Webel calls “terrorism from above or
(TFB.)” (Webel, 2004, pp. 9) According to conventional and popular
point of view, terrorist act has always been committed only by
subnational or non-state entities because, according the given
definition, terrorist act is the unlawful use of violence and
intimidation. This claim, since the sovereign is the source of political
power and legitimacy, indicates that the authority only has monopoly
on the use of violence and can never intentionally resort to the acts
of terrorism.

There have been several attempts at establishing the political
solutions to the tackling the plaques of terrorism, especially after the
watershed coordinated attack on the twin tower “World Trade Center
on September 11, 2001 allegedly by the so-called Islamic terrorist

group “al Qaeda.” However, any solutions (political ones, included)
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based upon the creation and demarcation of binary oppositions have
been proved to be a failure, because they create the artificial lines
separating and alienating the primordial and indivisible wholeness of
humanness by pitching one (s) against the other (s) resulting in the
eternal hostility and irreparably conflicts between the artificial self
and the (also artificial) other. This project proposes to bridge the gap
between binary oppositions by exploring and investigating into
existential roots of terrorism, with the belief that all humans,
regardless of all their external differences, have somethings in
common, says, human conditions, and with the hope that after all
existential human conditions has been brought into the daylight, we
would be able to find - or at least get a glimpse of- some answers to
the endemics of terrorism beyond the inimical (and artificial) lines of
binary opposition.

This research is an attempt to philosophically - and,
existentially, in particular- answer the questions as follows: (1) what
does it means for an individual to be (in this case became) terrified
and resort to terrorism to overcome this terror?, (2) what are the
sources of it?, and (3) what are the conditions that make terrorism
both contemporary and constant in our existence?. In doing so, the
research set out the study by investigating the conception of subject
in the modern philosophical context, with the beliefs in the hindsight
that; firstly, the appropriate and fruitful way of gaining insight into and

making sense of the subject or subjectivity in the contemporary
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setting is to do it in the modern philosophical scenario, which, in itself,
is the result of the advent of the intellectual and philosophical
movement called “the enlishtenment,” or “the age of reason,”
starting roughly from the late 17th century; and , secondly, the
concept (or concepts) of “subject” is politically constructed, historical
variable, and ideological infused, therefore, together with the first
belief, the modern subject is best understood within the span of
modern period rather than trying (or pretending) to come up with the
eternal aspect or the essence of subject that is persistent and
resistant to time, change, and history. It is found that by exploring —
not comprehensively, and selectively- into the modern philosophical
conceptions of subject , and following the line of argument of Piotr
Hoffman, the process of individualization of the modern subject is the

process of opposition:

...that individuation, at least in the case of human subjects, emerges
only through their interactions, and that these individuating

interactions are forms of opposition. (Hoffman, 2017, p.9)

Therefore, the subject realizes itself through the opposite.
By realizing itself in this way, the clarity (pureness) and distinctness of
the subject is contingent upon and symmetric to the intensity and
degree of the opposite. Seen in this light, | argue that there are
degrees of violence inherent in the modern subject and the

conception of the subject because it is based upon the suppression

268 | PANIDHANA JOURNAL Vol.18 No.2 (July-December 2022)



215815dlsw Ui 18 avudl 2 (nsngrAu-5uanau 2565)

of the opposite, and, through the attempt at doing an existential
study into the root cause of violence in the modern subject, it | found
that the inherent violence is a logical and, even, natural reaction to
“terror,” which is an emotional response to the core of the human
condition, which, according to existentialism, is “nothingness” (Non-

being, emptiness) at the core of being, essence, or idea of subject.

2. Objectives

1) To conduct a comprehensive and existential
phenomenological study upon the existential roots of terrorism in
order to lay bare the existential causes of terrorism .

2) To be able to describe and articulate “terrorism”
existentially and build the concept of terrorism based upon

phenomena of terrorism.

3. Methods

In tandem with the objectives of this research project, the
methodology employed will be comparative readings that cut across
the disciplines of political sciences, social sciences, economics
(including political economy), sociology, anthropology,
psychoanalysis, discourse analysis, religious and ideological studies,

history (especially, genealogy), ethics, and philosophy, and the social

PANIDHANA JOURNAL Vol.18 No.2 (July-December 2022) | 269



215815Vdls 1 Ui 18 avvdl 2 (nsngInx-5uanau 2565)

sciences on the topic of terrorism. And to make sense that the truths
of the concept of terrorism of each discipline are the results of the
classification and the compartmentalization of modern life - and
violence and terror are the result of a desperate attempt to put
together, in an absolute and coherent manner, things (Lives) that are
incomplete and incoherent with a larger framework of meaning, the
critical existential analysis and the transcendental phenomenology
would be employed as the tools to explore into the truths of being,

theoretically or existentially, of each discipline.

3. Results
3.1 Modern subjectivity
Following the powerful line of argument from the late
(and great) Sir Isaiah Berlin (1909-1997), who was of the view that
two factors that, above all others, have shaped human history
in the twentieth century. One is the development of the natural
sciences and technology, certainly the greatest success story of our
time — to this, great and mounting attention has been paid from all
quarters. The other, without doubt, consists in the great ideological
storms that have altered the lives of virtually all mankind: the Russian
Revolution and its aftermath - totalitarian tyrannies of both right and
left and the explosions of nationalism, racism and, in places, religious

bigotry which, interestingly enough, not one among the most

270 | PANIDHANA JOURNAL Vol.18 No.2 (July-December 2022)



215815dlsw Ui 18 avudl 2 (nsngrAu-5uanau 2565)

perceptive social thinkers of the nineteenth century had ever
predicted (Berlin, 2013, pp.1)

| would argue that , based on Berlin’s claims, the first factor is
natural development of the materialistic philosophy , which argue
that reality is matter — or only matter is real - therefore, all truths (as
well as all human endeavors) - regarding the universe, the world,
humans (whether they be bodies or minds) — are based or contingent
upon matter or material based, which is another way of saying “only
matter exists.” And the latter is that of the idealistic philosophy,
which argue that reality is idea, therefore all truths that have existed,
exists, or will ever exist about everything in the universe could be
reducible to and understood as ideas that exist in mind, and

accessible solely to the rational faculty of human.

1) Idealistic conception of subjectivity

Let’s start our brief survey and exploration of the
modern philosophical conception of subjectivity by following the
argument from the idealistic side of the narrative, owing to the fact
that the person who is believed to start the modern philosophical
movement, and is widely regarded as “the Father of Modern
Philosophy” who bases his entire philosophical edifice on the firm
and unshakable foundation, which he believes to be a belief that is
certain and irrefutable. When Rene Descartes (1596-1650) makes an

epoch-making claim that “I think, therefore | am” (Cogito, ergo sum)
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He claims to have discovered a belief that is certain and irrefutable.
He comes to this conclusion not by merely claiming that such and
such thesis is true in a dogmatic manner. He employs the strategy
which is “to doubt.” To doubt, or not believe, any claim that is false
or could be false. He recognizes that his senses might be deceiving
him now, since they have deceived him before; he might also be
reasoning erroneously now, since he has reasoned badly before. He
thereby doubts all beliefs from his senses and from his faculty of
reasoning, since those beliefs could be false. Descartes then considers
the most extreme reason for doubt: there may exist an evil genius
who has the power to control all of his thoughts, tricking him into
believing anything. However, even if all the beliefs and types of
beliefs that Descartes reviews are false, or could be false, at the least,
he must exist to be deceived. So, the “I think” element in the Cogito
implies the direct, immediate, certain knowledge of one’s own
existence. Thought requires a thinker and this is known with certainty,
since not even the demon could deceive someone who doesn’t exist.
Descartes thereby found what he was looking for: some certain,
indubitable, irrefutable knowledge.

Seen in this way, we might come to the conclusions that; (1)
what guarantees the reality of the is the idea or belief that exist in
mind, and (2) the idea must be certain and irrefutable, and (3) that
idea mentioned in (2) which is the foundation of all knowledges is “I

think, therefore | am,” therefore (4) everything that is believed to exist
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is dependent for its truth and existence upon an idea in “the thinking
of the I.” The subject, according to Descartes, is the mind which is

the locus of the cogito.

2) Materialistic conception of subjectivity

For Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679) — who is a radical
materialist — life is “but a motion of limbs, the beginning whereof is
in some principle part within; why may we not say, that all automata
(engines that move themselves by springs and wheels as doth a
watch) have an artificial life? For what is the heart, but a spring; and
the nerves, but so many strings, and the joints, but so many wheels,
giving motion to the whole body, such as was intended by the
artificer?” (A. Burtt ed., 1939, pp. 129) that means the distinction
between living and non-living things is not a soul because it is
immaterial. For him, living things are just those things that move
because they have a source of motion within them. And the source
of all thoughts are not ideas but sensations inherent the body not
the mind. The entire life of the mind is nothing more than matter in
motion. For sensations are motions, and all the rest is built up out of
sensations. There are no distinctive mental qualities at all. Mind is just

matter that is moved in distinctive ways.
Hobbes distinguishes two sorts of motions peculiar to animals:
vital and voluntary motions. Vital motions are such things as the
circulation of the blood, the pumping of the heart, breathing, and

digestion. Voluntary motions, by contrast, are those for which the

PANIDHANA JOURNAL Vol.18 No.2 (July-December 2022) | 273



215815Vdls 1 Ui 18 avvdl 2 (nsngInx-5uanau 2565)

cause is to be found in some imagination. The small beginnings of
motion — the motions that set the subsequent motions in motion-
Hobbes calls endeavor. Endeavor can either be toward something
(which is called desire) or away from something (which is called
aversion). In an ethical and moral sense, what we desire we call good;
what we wish to avoid we call evil. Unsurprisingly, in the political
philosophical context, he proposes that the lives of humans in the
state of nature - the state preceding the advent of society and void
of political authority- are solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short. (A.
Burtt ed., 1939, pp.161)

In conclusion, Hobbesian subject is the subject that: (1) its
existence is based and contingent upon general conditions of the
body, and (2) its mind or consciousness is the consequence of the
workings of the body, not vice versa, and (3) since all bodies (including
those of humans) are materials and could be described and explained
in terms of mechanical rules — matters and motions- and exist within
the web of mechanical causality, therefore (4) there is no idea or
thought which is independent of sensations which ,he claims, are
themselves nothing but motion; “ for motion produceth nothing but
motion.”(Melchert, 202, PP.367) Moreover, (5) since every motion is
motivated , voluntarily or involuntarily, by internal forces or external
forces, “the cogito” does not have the independent or
transcendental status because the “I think” is the direct result of

“endeavor,” which is believed to be the beginnings of all motion and
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is inherent in the body. (6) Since endeavor can either be toward
something (which is called desire) or away from something (which is
called aversion), desire and aversion are the sources of all human
action. Seen in this light, apart from being naturally materialistic and
mechanical, Hobbesian subject, from moral and political context, also
has egoistical character.

To sum up, upon the brief survey of modern conception of
subjectivity, there are some traits or characters inherent in the
modern subject that might leads to violence in one form or another.
Even though, both are different in their orientation toward the
conception, but, following the argument of Max Horkheimer and
Theodore Adorno, both suffer from the principle of self-preservation
(see this argument in details on Bowie, 2003, pp.234-244), in which
everything natural is subjected to the arrogant subject (lbid. 236),
because the source of knowledge - either idealistically or
materialistically — is human activity (Cartesian “cogito” is the activity
of mind, and every activity is motivated) , which seeks control over
the other, be it hostile nature, or other people. (Ibid. 236) Seen in this
lisht, for the sake of its own preservation, modern subject is self-
contained in the sense that it exists for the sake of itself, and
adequately within its own boundary. As a consequence of its self-
contained nature, it is prone the principle of reductivism in the that
it tends to reduce the diversity of reality to forms of conceptual

identification (for an idealist) or mechanical laws governing all matters
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and motions in the universe (for a materialist), and, to the worst
degree, psychologically, we might claim that modern subject is
narcissistic, by which | follow Erich Fromm’s definition:

“Narcissism can be described as a state of experience in which
only the person himself, his body, his needs, his feelings, his thoughts,
his property, everything and everybody pertaining to him are
experienced as fully real, while everybody that does not form part of
the person or is not an object of his needs is not interesting, is not
fully real, is perceived only by intellectual recognition, while
affectively without weight and color.” (Fromm, 1973, pp. 201)

For fear of its own disintegration and demise, modern subject,
based upon the principle of self-preservation, views the others -
where the others can range from things, nature, people, to the
unknown — as a threat and a danger posed to its own integration and
survival. In order to overcome this tension, and preserve its own
integrity, the subject project its own real or perceived oppositions to
the external world to compensate its own lack of being and essence.
In doing so, the others are reducible to the tools or instruments for
the subject to preserve its life and integrity. By reducing others to
mere instruments, the subject is committing a violent act toward
others — whereby a violent act can come into being in various degree,
and in many forms (physically, psychologically, ideologically,
politically, etc.)

276 | PANIDHANA JOURNAL Vol.18 No.2 (July-December 2022)



215815dlsw Ui 18 avudl 2 (nsngrAu-5uanau 2565)

However, even if we’ve discovered that violence is inherent
in the conception and the concept of modern subject, and those who
assume the position of the self could perceive this inherent violence
prevailing in his or her own existence: but these conditions do not
necessarily lead to someone resorting to or committing acts of
terrorism; therefore, how does someone feel the need to commit
such atrocious acts? What could possibly be to conditions of
terrorism? And, can we posit the root causes that are both constant

(if not permanent) contemporaneous?

3.2 A Study on Existential Roots of Terrorism
1) What is Terrorism?

There are many attempts at defining one of the
most elusive and controversial words like “Terrorism.” Since the
research is an attempt to philosophically and existentially investigate
into supposedly causes of terrorism, philosophical definitions would
be given here for the sake of argument.

lsor Primoratz, the editor of one of the most celebrated books
on a philosophical study on terrorism: “Terrorism: The Philosophical
Issues, propose the definition as follows,

“Etymolosgically, “terrorism” derives from “terror.” Originally
the word meant a system, or regime, of terror: at first imposed by the
Jacobins, who applied the word to themselves without any negative

connotations; subsequently it came to be applied to any policy or
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regsime of the sort and to suggest a strongly negative attitude, as it
generally does today. . . . Terrorism is meant to cause terror (extreme
fear) and, when successful, does so. Terrorism is intimidation with a
purpose: the terror is meant to cause others to do things they would
otherwise not do. Terrorism is coercive intimidation.” (Primoratz,
2004, pp. 15-16)

According to this definition, “terrorism” is regarded as a
system or regime that is rationally organized, and motivated by
definite and intelligible desires or forces, and oriented toward rational
(mostly, political) goal with a well-designed plan. Seen in this way,
terrorism is a rational mean (to cause terror) selected, employed, and
operated by a rational subject.

Another observation on the essential aspect that set terrorism
apart from other forms of violence is

“(This) targeting of the innocent is the essential trait of
terrorism, both conceptually and morally. The distinction between
guilt and innocence is one of the basic distinctions in the moral
experience of most of us. Most of us require that the infliction of
serious harm on someone be justified in terms of a free, deliberate
action on their part. If this cannot be done, people are innocent in
the relevant sense, and thus immune to the infliction of such harm...”
(Primoratz, 2004, pp. 20)

This line of argument has at least two implications: (1) the guilty and

the innocent is conceptually and ontologically different and
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exclusive; and (2) this difference and exclusivity between both
subjects lead to different moral treatment between the two.

But who is innocent and who is not? C.A.J. Coady seems to
have a practical and concrete answer for us when he provides the
definition of a terrorist act as

“a political act, ordinarily committed by an organized group,
which involves the intentional killing or other severe harming of
noncombatants or the threat of the same or intentional severe
damage to the property of non-combatants or the threat of the

same.” (Ibid. pp. 21)

2) Terrorism and Modern Subject

If attempts at defining and conceptualizing
terrorism above are representatives of modern styling of dealing with
the issue (which | believe they are), these attempts - as well as other
attempts of the same sort — suffer the same fate as modern
conceptualization of subjectivity -says, they are based upon the
oppression of the opposition, self-contained, prone to reductivism
and essentialism.

From the definitions given above, what is called “terrorism” is
described as a regime or system that uses terror as a mean to achieve
a group or one’s political goal; according to this formula, the event in
which terrorism takes place is observed as self-contained and one-off

event devoid of any contact or connection with any other events
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taking place simultaneously (even the same place), or at a different
time (and, of course, place) in history. One might argue that modern
sciences have provide empirical tools that enable one to observe any
connections or relations between individual events; tools such as,
history which one can observe events prior to the coming into being
of the actual event, and if we search hard and long enough, we might
come across the root cause at some point; and that’s where
problems occur: How can we be certain that the event we’ve
discovered is the first event that set all preceding events in motion?
Is there any possibility that the so-called first event might be
anteceded by another event, and if so, it loses it root cause status?
Does the event that we claim to be the root cause the only event
that ever takes place, or it is just one event among the others? And,
importantly, how do we know by conviction that the first event really
exists?

Arguably, any other modern intellectual endeavors, either
empirical or conceptual, like natural science, psychology, social
science, sociology, anthropology, political science, and any other
possible sciences we can think of, also suffer the same fate because
all those endeavors are the products of the activity of modern
subject, which itself is the product of modern conception of

subjectivity.
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3) Existential Roots of Terrorism

The problem the existentialists were concerned
with was the problem of meaning. Human beings crave meaning; they
crave an orderly that they can make sense of. (Panza and Gale, 2008,
pp.9) This could only happen if the so-called subject is said to be not
in possession of essence (essences) or nature (natures), since
commonsensically we do not crave for or desire something we
already have. Jean-Paul Sartre (1905-1980) seems to agree with this
point when he declare that for human beings “existence comes
before essence,”(Sartre, 1973, pp. 26) and by which he means:

... man first of all exists, encounters himself, surges up in the
world — and defines himself afterwards. If man as the existentialist
sees him is not definable, it is because to begin with he is nothing. He
will not be anything until later, and then he will be what he makes
of himself... (Ibid., pp.28)

Martin Heidegger (1889-1976) seems to make the same point
when he claims that:

“The essence of Dasein lies in its existence. Accordingly, those
characteristics which can be exhibited in this entity are not 'properties'
present-at-hand of some entity which 'looks' so and so and is itself
present-at-hand; they are in each case possible ways for it to be, and
no more than that” (Heidegger, 1962, pp.69).

For existentialists, the core of human existence s

»

“nothingness”: first she discovers that she “exists,” and then make
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herself out of the situation by projecting her meaning or humanness
into the situation she finds herself in. Seen in this light, human being
is not an object with fixed essence and nature to dictate who she is,
what kind of being she should be, or where she should go (Telos
leads to the sense of meaning).

However, this existential condition comes at a cost; since
there is no essence that determines what kind of being she should
be, no ultimate source of meaning for human being to steer her life,
and, to aggravate the situation further, she finds herself in the world,
among other people and objects in it, that seems alien, indifferent,
or even hostile to her, there also seem to be no sings and meanings
external to her that help to ease the burden of living (existing).
Anxiety is the permanent mark of this condition.

Anxiety is the state of mind, both in the cognitive and conative
sense, that reveals the core of human being as nothingness, because
without definite essence and telos, nothing is certain. What is left for
human to decide is choices that does not guarantee the truth or
falsity, the good or the bad, and there are plenty of chances that the
choice she has chosen might come bake to hurt or even dismantle
her integrity; but in order to exist she does not have any other options
but to choose, and to choose without any ultimate truth to guarantee
its validity. Tillich differentiates anxiety from fear in that fear has a
definite object which can be faced and attacked, endured or

conquered, whereas anxiety has no object and “therefore
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participation, struggle, and love with respect to it are impossible”
(Tillich, 2000, pp. 36).

Death serves as both the ultimate meaning - since the end of
life is death-, and the total context or limit of existence. Death leads
to the disintegration of being. Death cancels existence, then what
exists becomes non-existent. And the terror of death is that it might
happen to existence anytime without rational justification, without
warning, at some point in time it would certainly happen, but
uncertainty remains over the definite or exact timing of death.
According to Heidegger, this evasive concealment in the face of death
dominates everydayness so stubbornly that, in Being with one
another, the “neighbors” often still keep talking the “dying person”
into the belief that he will escape death and soon return to the
tranquillized everydayness of the world of his concern. Such
“solicitude” is meant to “console” him. ... In this manner the “they”
provides a constant tranquillization about death (Heidegger, 1962, pp.
297-298).

Again, since death is the end of existence, because it cancels
out existence and transform it into non-existence. And since death
could definitely happen to existence anytime without grandiose
reason and precaution, human being is left alone helpless without
any sign that would lead to the total change of the situation. Deep
down inside at the core of existence, everyone is in despair. We are

in despair because we are overwhelmed by the conditions, which are
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not of our choosing, and we have to carry the burden of existing
(living) by dragging along with us those conditions until the end of the
line (death).

The whole situations | mentioned above create the sense of
terror toward the core of human existence, because it is full of the
unknown, uncertainty, and meaninglessness. And in the end, from
religious point of view, the biggest sin of being born is death, and this
creates sense of helplessness and despair, because no matter how
much effort, individually or collectively, human have put into
overcoming those conditions ends up in failure and disaster.
Therefore, the terror that she’s always encountered constantly or
contemporaneously is not the terror of any particular things, people,
or situations, such as, the oppressor or the oppressed, Western
civilization and Muslim civilization, or the Jihad and the Kaffir, etc,,
that exist in the world, but it is the terror toward the core of existence.

Seen in this light, terrorism and violence are devices that
prevent terrorists from exposing to the terror inherent in the core of
existence. Tillich makes a good point on this:

“Without an object or a tactic to defeat it, anxiety surfaces as
the pain of impotence, negation and disempowerment. But the
power of being stirs deeply beneath anxiety; nonbeing strives toward
being when “anxiety strives to become fear, because fear can be met
by courage” (Tillich, 2000, pp.39)
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In conclusion, according to this narrative, terrorists are those
who, in his weakness, helplessness, and despair, project his terror
toward others by transforming others into the objects of fear to
prevent themselves from exposing to and realize their core of
existence, and to cover up their terror by violence acts.

Some new studies on the existential conditions of terrorism
seems to point out to the direction mentioned above, for example,
Megan K. McBride points out that : “...it is possible to argue that the
radicalized ideologies underwriting terrorism actually serve as
meaning-giving constructs functioning to relieve existential anxiety (K.
Mcbride, 2011, pp. 561) , and Simon Cottee propose that the possible
existential (fatal) motivations (and attractions) for engaging in
terrorism are (1) the desire for excitement, (2) the desire for ultimate

meaning, and (3) the desire for glory (Cottee, 2011, pp.963)

4. Discussion
This research has taken most of the clues from the research

[

article Terrorist (E)motives: The Existential Attractions of
Terrorism,” (Cottee and Hayward, 2011, pp. 963-986) in which they
rightly discuss that the empirically possible conditions of the
existential motives for engaging in terrorism are threefold, namely, (1)
the desire for excitement, (2) the desire for ultimate meaning, and (3)
the desire for glory. Those three motivations are what they call

“Terrorist (e)motives,” which indicate the inner working of the minds
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of terrorist. In so doing, the terrorists in this context are perceived as
a real human agents, whose anxieties, fears, desires and dreams may
not be altogether different from our own. (Cottee and Hayward, pp.
964) However, this article would like to argue that human (existential)
motivations of any sort are not born out of nowhere, or have their
existence and telos in the void. For this very reason, the three
motivations given above can not be understood apart from the
modern philosophical context of the violence of the subject born out
of the compartmentalization and fragmentation of modern life. Also
it is argued that the resulting attempt at artificially putting together
of lives that have been torn apart and fragmented by modern
philosophizing by establishing totalizing and reductionist system of
meaning does nothing but to escalate the sense of terror and anxiety,
and, | would argue, the process would in turn shape the sense of

terrorism in the contemporary world.

5. Conclusion and Recommendations for further studies

This research is not supposed to be a comprehensive and all-
rounded study on the subject of terrorism. It proposes the possibility
of clearing and preparing the groundwork for a meaningful conception
of the subject if we are to perceive a terrorist as an actor with heart
and soul who happens to response to existential conditions -
especially, anxiety — with terror and violence, and is somehow a

victim  of totalizing, reductionist, compartmentalized , and
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fragmented condition of modernity — and , in particular, modern
philosophizing. Since it is mostly a study on an existential and
philosophical level, it is not complete without empirical data that
would be able to quantify this work and give this research a concrete
picture that would benefit not only a scholar, but also a general

reader.
References

Berlin, Isaiah. (1992). The Crooked Timber of Humanity: Chapters in
the History of Ideas. New York: Vintage Books.

Bowie, Andrew. (2003). Introduction to German Philosophy: From
Kant to Habermas. Cambridge: Polity.

Burt, E.A. ed., (1939). Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan, or The Matter,
Form, and Power of a Commonwealth, Ecclesiastical and
Civil, in The English Philosophers from Bacon to Mill.
New York: Modern Library.

Cottee, S.& Hayward, K. (2011). Terrorist (E)motives: The Existential
Attractions of Terrorism.Studies in Conflict & Terrorism, 34(12),
963-968.

Dictionary.com.(2019).https://www.dictionary.com/browse/terrorism.

Retrieved July 30, 2019, from https://www.dictionary.com/
Fromm, Erich. (1973). The Anatomies of Human Destructiveness.
New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston.

PANIDHANA JOURNAL Vol.18 No.2 (July-December 2022) | 287


https://www.dictionary.com/browse/terrorism

215815Vdls 1 Ui 18 avvdl 2 (nsngInx-5uanau 2565)

Heidegger, Martin. (1962) . Being and Time. (Macquarrie, J. and
Robinson, E., trans). New York: Harper & Row Publisher.

Melchert, Norman. (2002). The Great Conversion: A Historical
Introduction to Philosophy (4th ed.). New York: McGraw Hill.

McBride, M.K. (2011). The Logic of Terrorism: Existential Anxiety, the
Search for Meaning, and Terrorist Ideologies. Terrorism and
Political Violence, 23(4), 560-581.

Primoratz, Igor., ed., (2004). Terrorism: The Philosophical Issues.
New York: Palgrave Macmillan.

Panza, C. and Gregory, G. (2008). Existentialism for Dummies.
Indianapolis: Wiley Publishing.Inc.

Sartre, Jean-Paul. (1973). Existentialism and Humanism. London:
Methuen.

Tillich, Paul. (2000). The Courage to be (2nd ed.). New Haven:
Yale University.

Webel, Charles. (2004). Terror, Terrorism, and The Human Condition.

New York: Palgrave Macmillan.

288 | PANIDHANA JOURNAL Vol.18 No.2 (July-December 2022)



Earliest Xuanzang Portrait ?: Identifying the ‘Chinese’
Figure in Tiru Parameswara Vinnagaram
Awiviloy wizdeduds Minuifign?: mszydndnual
AMwwdlauuuy ‘Au’ TuRg U1siwes Juunansu

Huang Lele
School of Arts & Aesthetics,
Jawaharlal Nehru University

Corresponding Author, e-mail: huanglele31@gmail.com

(Received: July 26, 2022 | Revised: October 27, 2022 | Accepted: October 27, 2022)
Abstract

Tiru Parameswara Vinnagaram, also known as Vaikunta Perumal
Temple, is located in Kanchi (also known as Kanchipuram) in Tamil Nadu, a state
in the southern part of India. Exquisite carvings are sculpted on the walls of the
front porch of this temple. Some extraordinary details of certain carvings, like
several Eastern Asian-like figures (with Mongoloid facial features) among the
sculpture reliefs, are noteworthy. The intellectual-cultural exchanges between
India and China had a long history and reached their height during the Sui-Tang
period (broadly from the 6" to early 10™ centuries A.D.). A large number of
Chinese pilgrims, like monks, were sent to India to study Buddhism, and in
return, many Indian monks and pilgrims also came to teach in China. In addition,
Kanchi, where Tiru Parameswara Vinnagaram is located, had been an important

port connecting India with other foreign countries (including far-east countries
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like ancient China) in ancient times. Thus, it is understandable that Chinese
travellers were depicted in Indian ancient art. However, one question would be
raised: Who might be these figures? In this paper, | attempted to identify two
important Chinese figures carved in Tiru Parameswara Vinnagaram, respectively,
Xuanzang and Wang Xuance, who travelled to India during the 7" century A.D.,

by utilising some important clues and details observed.

Keywords: Tiru Parameswara Vinnagaram, Chinese travellers,

Xuanzang, Wang Xuance
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Introduction

Tiru Parameswara Vinnagaram, a temple dedicated to Lord
Vishnu, is considered the second-oldest extant temple in Kanchi,
which was built during the reign of the Pallava dynasty. There are 108
such temples dedicated to Vishnu (known as Divya Desam), and Tiru
Parameswara Vinnagaram is one of them. This temple is believed to
have been built in the 8" century AD. during the reign of King
Narasimhavarman Il. However, the locals and some scholars like
Hultzh claimed that it was built much earlier.’ It is based on a
rectangular plan and has a stepped pyramid-shaped roof with three

levels. Each level has one sanctuary, and each sanctuary houses one

' See B.V., Ramanujam, History of Vaishnavism in South India Upto

Ramanuja. Annamalai University, 1973. Hultzh believed this temple was
constructed in 690 A.D. According to the local priest Mr Devarajan, who has
been serving inside the temple for many years, this temple was constructed
from the 6" to 8" centuries A.D. (not later than the 8" century A.D.) (See the

video clip of the interview of Devarajan shot by the author Huang Lele).
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statue of Vishnu. The temple’s external walls consist of cloisters with
the carvings of sculptures depicting the history of the Pallava dynasty,
the life of the Pallava kings, the battle scenes or important events
during the rule of the Pallavas, the humans and gods.

Among the sculpture reliefs on the walls, the author found
some extraordinary details of certain carvings, as the images show
below, are noteworthy. As we can see from Fig. 1 and Fig. 2, among
a group of Indian figures, one non-Indian figure with Mongoloid
features is following behind an Indian figure who is shown with folded
hands facing the god or king sitting on a throne, with his body slightly
bent, and face turned to another direction. This man is depicted with
a thin body, elongated eyes, a flat and small nose, a moustache
above his lips and an elongated beard on his chin, which shares
resemblances with the facial features of a Chinese man (Fig. 3). As a
matter of fact, there are few studies on Chinese figures in ancient
Indian art.

Fortunately, Prof. Rajarajan’s discourse on the imagery of
monks-Bodhidharma and Aravana-Atikal in visual art, he examines the
facial anatomy of the Buddha with reference to monks who
propagated Buddhism, to an extent, providing a way of identifying the
Chinese faces. (Rajarajan, 2019, pp. 4 - 17) “The faces in Chinese and
Japanese art are square or oblong with sharp eyes, thinly sprouting
hair moustache and beard that are Mongoloid...” (Ibid., p. 5) However,

“faces in Indian art...are with broad eyes and with prominent noses...”
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(Ibid.) Prof. Rajarajan finds out that “none of the faces in Pallava art
is akin to what we find among the Chinese, Cambodian, Vietnamese
or Japanese visuals” (lbid., p. 7) and “the faces are mostly of the
Indo-Aryan type pan-Indian, Gupta to Vijayanagara-Nayaka through
Pallava and Chola”. (Ibid.) Besides, he mentions that racial
miscegenation was discouraged in Indian society, and it is easy to
differentiate an Indian from European-American, Chinese-Japanese
and African. (Ibid., p. 12) Due to the continuing tradition that the
Pallava contact with China since time immemorial, Prof. Rajarajan’s
observation precisely helps to prove that the Mongoloid-featured
figure is most probably a Chinese.

Certain questions could be raised: Why was a Chinese person
depicted in such an ancient Brahmanical Temple in South India?
Who could this Chinese person be? Since no such study has been
aimed at identifying the figure, therefore, in this paper, | attempt to
identify the antecedents of this figure by analyzing the available

historical records and archaeological evidence.
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Fig. 1 Carvings on the wall of Tiru Parameswara Vinnagaram Temple

Source: Photo by Author

il

Fig. 2 Carvings on the wall of Tiru Parameswara Vinnagaram Temple

Source: Photo by Author
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Fig. 3 Seven Sages and Rong Qiqji, Brick Rellef Sth century,

Nanjing Museum

Source:
http://www.kaogu.net.cn/html/cn/kaoguyuandi/kaogubaike/2014/1022/47934

Exchanges between ancient India and China have witnessed a
long history with a time span of thousands of years, and the cultural
ties between the two countries can be traced back to a very early
period. China was mentioned many times as “Cina” in Indian Sanskrit
epics and texts like Mahabharat, Ramayana, Arthasastra, Manusmruti
and etc.? Archaeological evidence also proves that the region of Shu
(now Sichuan Prov.) had material exchanges with neighbouring regions

such as India and Myanmar during the period of Spring and Autumn-

?In terms of Arthasastra, “silk and silk clothing is produced in Cina (now China)”.
According to Mahabharat, “the qift is brought by the people from Cina in

Rajasuya Yajna of the Pandavas”.
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Warring States (770 B.C.-220 B.C.).

Early connections between ancient India and China mainly
rely on four routes. The first route is a northwestern way (known as
the Northwest Silk Route), starting from the Xinjiang area and crossing
Central Asia to reach India; the second is in a southwesterly direction
(known as Southwest Silk Route), starting from Sichuan Prov. and
passing Myanmar to arrive India; the third one (known as Tubo Route)
started from Tibet and crossed Nepal to reach India, and the fourth
one (known as Silk Route on Sea) started from Chinese ports (like
Guangzhou and Quanzhou) in south China to south India by sea.

According to Chinese historical records, Buddhism was
transmitted to China around the 2™ century B.C., and Emperor Ming
of the Han dynasty sent missionaries through the Silk Route to acquire
the Buddhist sutras and invite Indian Buddhist masters around 67 A.D.?
Afterwards, a large number of Chinese pilgrims and missionaries were
sent to India to study Buddhism, and in return, many Indian monks
and pilgrims also came to teach in China. Intellectual-cultural
exchange between India and China also reached its height during the
Tang period (618-907 A.D.), around the same time period as the reign

of King Narasimhavarman Il. Thus, it is necessary to ascertain the

® See Fan Ye, Houhan Shu (Book of Later Han), written in 398-445 A.D. Or see
Zizhi Tongjian (Comprehensive Mirror in Aid of Governance), Vol. 45, compiled

by Sima Guang, published in 1084 A.D.
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identities of missionaries who could have come to India before or
during the time period of the construction of Tiru Parameswara
Vinnagaram.

As per historical records like Fo-guo Ji (Biography of
Faxian/Records of Country of Buddha), Gao-seng Zhuan (Biographies
of Eminent Monks), Nan-hai Ji-gui Nei-fa Zhuan (A Record of Buddhist
Practices Sent Home from Southern Sea) among others, monks like
Monk Huirui (420-479. A.D.), Zhimen (404 A.D.), Tanzuan (404 A.D.),
Faxian, Xuanzang, Yijing and etc., missionaries like Li Yibiao (643),
Wang Xuan’ce, (643 AD., 646 A.D., 657 A.D.), Jiang Shiren (646 A.D.)
among others, other pilgrims and merchants had travelled to India
before and during the time period of the construction of this temple.
There is evidence concerning the movements of multiple Chinese
monks and pilgrims in this time period; hence it might be challenging
to plot the exact identity of the figures.

People who could be sculpted on the wall of a sacred
Brahmanical Temple ought to be those who are either important,
famous or had been to the place where the temple was located.
Particularly in Fig. 2, the Chinese figure, large in size, is sitting in a
“royal ease” pose with a group of people surrounding him and
showing their respect to him. Thus, among all travellers, Monk Faxian,
Xuanzang, Yijing and Envoy Wang Xuan’ce met the requirements.
Among these candidates, who could be the Chinese represented on

the wall? In the following section, | will compare the historical records
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of the above-mentioned figures with the physical representation of
the Chinese figures on the wall, along with the related events of
Kanchi during that time period, to identify the figures represented on
the wall. Do these two depict the same figure in that they are doubly
represented in a continuous scene on the wall? Or are they actually

two different Chinese figures?

Fig. 1-1
Source: Photo by Author Source: Photo by Author

First of all, as we can see in the images from Fig. 1 and Fig. 2,
the one in Fig.1 is portrayed as being thinner, without a round belly
compared with the other in Fig. 2. Furthermore, the headwear or the
hairstyles of the two figures are totally different. The figure in Fig. 1 is
depicted as bareheaded or as covered with a thin layer of cloth,

unlike the other one who is sculpted with a cap or helmet-like object
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or hair bun on top of his head, which again indicates the fact that the
artist consciously underlined that these two are different persons.
Moreover, as far as | am concerned, the fisure depicted in Fig. 1
actually is a Chinese travelling monk. The Chinese viewers definitely
will consider the person in Fig. 1 as either wearing a small round cap
or wearing a thin piece of cloth. However, archaeological evidence of
the portraits of Indian monks with the same depiction of the head

(Fig. 4 and Fig. 5) precisely proves my assertion.

Fig. 4 Buddha and Five Monks, Gandhara Fig. 5 A Panel Piece, Gandhara
2" 3" centuries A.D. 2" -3 centuries A.D.
Source (Fig. 4 and Fig. 5): Provided by Prof. Y. S. Alone

But one still may ask: according to the records of Buddhist
sutras, monks have to shave their hair- moustache and beard, but

why does the Chinese monk have a moustache above his lips and a
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long beard on his chin? Do Chinese monks not have to shave their
moustache and beard? Then why is this monk here still depicted with
a moustache and long beard? From my point of view, there could be
some reasons to explain this kind of phenomenon. First of all, the
artisans intentionally carved him with a moustache and long beard to
emphasize his identity of being a Chinese who visited India,
highlighting him among a group of a crowd of Indian locals.
Secondly, as the early Gandharan art shows, some statues of
Buddha and Bodhisattvas are depicted with a moustache. Thus, the
sculptors might have been inspired by the aesthetic of Gandhara art
and incorporated their own understanding of the Buddhist monk with
the representation of the physical appearance of a Chinese, which
combines both Indian and Chinese aesthetics together on this
Chinese monk. “Early medieval centuries also witnessed the
emergence of urban centres of relatively modest dimensions, as
market centres, trade centres (fairs, etc.) which were primarily points
of the swap network... These centers were brought into a network of
intra-local and inter-local trade as well as overseas trade through
itinerant merchant organizations and the royal ports”.* Thus, massive
trade centres as such were set up with the support of royal families
from the 5" century A.D. onwards and reached the peak from 8"

century to 12" century AD.

* See India from 8" Century to Mid 15" Century, NIILM University.
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In South India, Kanchipuram of the Pallavas, with their royal
port at Malallapuram, served as a part of pilerimage and trade centres,
together with Madurai. Throughout these centuries, these royal ports
and pilgrimage centres linked the coast cities like Kanchipuram with
Central and North India, even the countries of South Asia, Southeast
Asia, Arab countries and China. Thus, it is not surprising to see the
artefacts from the Gandhara region in the pilgrimage and trade centre
Kanchi. Archaeologist Gopinatha’s discovery precisely verifies my
speculation. Kanchi in ancient India was known as a famous Buddhist
centre, and archaeological evidence also proves that the vibrant
presence of Buddhist vestiges still remains in Kanchi.

Gopinatha observed that the standing Buddha (dated to 5™
century A.D. and now housed in Chennai Museum) resembles both
Amravati and Gandhara statues in style, (T.A. Gopinath Rao, 1915, p.
127) which indicates the fact that Gandhara art had reached Kanchi
in ancient times and people in Kanchi had a chance to see the
Gandhara style Buddhist icons and aesthetics. Thirdly, the non-
Chinese garment this Chinese monk is wearing, more like an Indian
dhoti, precisely proves the possibility that artisans and sculptors
would integrate some other non-Chinese cultural elements into the
imagery of this traveller.

If this argument is still not convincing enough to identify him
as a monk, the following evidence that will be given might be solid

enough. Though this Chinese figure possesses some special elements
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like a moustache, beard and non-Chinese garment and etc., which
creates confusion in identifying his identity as a Chinese monk, |
observed that this figure (Fig. 1-2) shares striking similarities with
Xuanzang (Figs. 6, 7, 8) and travelling monks (Figs. 9-17) represented
in Chinese art, even Korean and Japanese art. Travelling monks, also
called itinerant monks, are known as Xingjiao Seng in ancient China.
The portraits of itinerant monks started to be popularized in the 9"
century A.D. (late Tang dynasty) in China and became a new genre of

Buddhist paintings in other Asian countries like Korea and Japan.

Fig. 1-1 Fig. 1-2
Source: Photo by Author Source: Photo by Author

302 | PANIDHANA JOURNAL Vol.18 No.2 (July-December 2022)



215815dlsw Ui 18 avudl 2 (nsngrAu-5uanau 2565)

Fig. 6 Xuanzang stele’ Fig. 7 Xuanzang, 1185-1133 A.D.°
Xingjiao Temple, Xi’an Tokyo National Museum
Source (Fig. 6):
http://zhoubao.minghui.org/mh/haizb/media/files/2012/01/xuanzang.jpg
Source (Fig. 7):
https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E7%8E %84%E5%A5%98#/media/File:Xuanzang_w.jpg

® According to the inscription of the stele, it was carved in 1933 by Guo Xi’an.
It is also mentioned in the Record of Reconstruction of Ci-en Pagoda that this
is a copy of a Tang painting of Xuanzang.

® According to the illustration of this painting from Japan, this painting was

copied from a sample of China.
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Fig. 8 Xuanzang, 1185-1133 AD.  Fig. 8-1 (detail) Namyoji (Nanming
Temple), Nara
Source:
https://www.chinabuddhism.com.cn/fayin/dharma/2011.1/¢2k1101f08.htm

Fig. 9 Itinerant Monk, 9 century Fig. 10 Itinerant Monk, 9™ century
No. 1138, Louvre Museum EO0.1141

Source (Fig. 9 and Fig. 10): Photo by Leonard Kheifets
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Fig. 11 ltinerant Monk, 9" century Fig. 12 Itinerant Monk, Ch. 00380
Dunhuang, British Museum Hermitage Museum
Source (Fig. 11 and Fig. 12): Photo by Leonard Kheifets

Fig. 13 Iltinerant Monk Fig. 14 ltinerant Monk,
9" century 1038-1227 A.D.
MG. 17683, Guimet Museum Cave 308, Mogao grottoes

Source (Fig. 13 and Fig. 14): Photo by Leonard Kheifets
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Fig. 15 Iltinerant Monk, 9™ century Fig. 16 Itinerant Monk
P. 4518, National Library of France National Museum of Korea
Source (Fig. 15 and Fig. 16): Photo by Leonard Kheifets

Fig. 17 Itinerant Monk, carved on tower brick Fig. 18 Itinerant Monk

Northern Song dynasty (960-1127 A.D.) 15" century
National Museum of China Tibet

Source (Fig. 17 and Fig. 18):
https://www.chinabuddhism.com.cn/fayin/dharma/2011.1/g2k1101f08.htm

According to the extant images, the iconography of the
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itinerant monks could be mainly categorized into two types: Han
Chinese style and Hu' style. Han Chinese style, as its name implies,
depicts the representation of the monk as associated with Han
Chinese elements, no matter his face, clothing or even depiction of
his attendants. On the contrary, the Hu style is connected with the
features of non-Han Chinese like the deep and pointed nose, foreign
face (to Han Chinese) or alien garments and a tiger as an
accompaniment.

Though the imagery of Xuanzang in Fig. 7 undoubtedly is
depicted in the typical Chinese style, surprisingly, we still can see him
depicted with some special elements like skeletons and earrings.
Matsumoto Eiichi held the idea that the phenomenon of monks
travelling to the western regions allows people to associate these two
styles with each other. Thus, Xuanzang sometimes is represented in
the Hu style.®

" Hu, a collective designation given to the non-Han ethnic group by Han Chinese,
mainly refers to the nomadic people on the Eurasian steppe. However, till the
Tang dynasty, “Hu” particularly referred to the people from the West Regions
(Xi-yu in Chinese) with deep noses in terms of Fan-yin Ming-yi Ji (The Collection
of the Translated Names in English).

® Matsumoto Eiichi, The Study of Paintings of Dunhuang (Volume of
Iconography, Chapter 4), Dohosha Printing, 1985 (or Chinese version, see
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Wang Jingfen assumed that the Hu style imagery of itinerant
monks inspired the artists to represent Xuanzang in the same way.’
Tucci believed that the earrings Xuangzang is wearing were the
ornaments of Indian or Tibetan ascetics. (Giuseppe, 1988) Besides,
Prof. Li Ling considered that the skeletons he is wearing is associated
with Xuanzang ‘s protector, Shen-sha Da-shen (God of Deep Sand)
and might have esoteric influences. (Li Ling, 2012, pp. 40 - 53) For me,
Matsumoto Eiichi, Wang Jingfen and Prof. Li Ling’ s ideas again prove
that it allows the person in Fig. 1 to absorb some other foreign
influences and elements. Thus, the monk with a moustache and
beard in Fig. 1 might be inspired by that in Fig. 18.

In spite of the weathering of this icon, we still can easily point
out the umbrella (marked in red) held above the Chinese figure’s
head (Fig. 1) and the whisk (marked in yellow) just beneath the
umbrella in his left hand are the same objects as those of Xuanzang
and itinerant monks holding in Fig. 7- Fig. 10. As a result, there is no
doubt that the figure depicted is a travelling monk. Besides, it seems
that there is one round-shaped object near his right shoulder, and |

speculate that it is most probably the scroll of a Buddhist manuscript

Zhejiang University Press, 2019). Or see Wang Huimin, New Exploration on the
Itinerant Images of Dunhuang, (Journal) Chinese Culture Quarterly, 1995.

’ See Wang Jingfen or Wong Dorothy C., The Making of a Saint: Images of
Xuanzang in East Asia, History-Early Medieval China, 2002.
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or text housed in his bamboo backpack. The uneven backside of this
Chinese figure might suggest that something is behind him.

In addition, one tiny detail we should note is the slightly bent
body of this Chinese monk. Why is this figure bending? In my view, on
the one hand, this body pose shows his respect for the king or god
on the left side. On the other hand, it seemingly indicates that he is
carrying something so heavy on his back that he has to bend to hold
the weight of the burden. Thus, | believe the bamboo backpack was
supposed to be there on his back, but now it is missing due to the
weathering of the sculpture. The above evidence and analysis show
the fact that the Chinese person in Fig. 1 is definitely a Chinese
itinerant monk who travelled to India.

Till now, it has become easier to ascertain the exact identity
of the Chinese person in Fig. 1 once we have proved him as a Chinese
monk. Then who might be this monk? Faxian? Xuanzang? Or Yijing?
Though both Faxian and Yijing are renowned Chinese monks who had
travelled to India for acquiring Buddhist sutras and texts and made a
great contribution to the development of Buddhism in China, in terms
of historical records, both Faxian and Yijing had not been to the state
of Tamil Nadu in south India where the Tiru Parameswara Vinnagaram
is located.

As a point of interest during his travelling in India, Xuanzang
stayed in Kanchi for some time to study Theravada Tripitaka and

Yogacara-bhumi-sastra around mid-7" century A.D. and gave a
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detailed description of the Pallava Kingdom in his travelling account, '
which accords with the scene depicting Xuan-zang as a travelling
monk who has come to acquire and learn Buddhist sutras and texts
in this Buddhist centre. Besides, Xuanzang had also participated in
grand events like preaching Yogacara-bhumi-sastra in Nalanda and
debating with masters from Brahmanical and other religious sects in
Qu-nv Cheng (All-women Kingdom), which made him well known in
entire India.'" All the evidence proves that the Chinese monk carved
in Fig. 1 most probably is Xuanzang.

It is interesting and necessary to note that up to now, the
iconography of itinerant monks did not appear before Xuanzang’s
journey. After Xuanzang’s success in travelling to India, seeking
Buddhist law and preaching Buddhist law became active; thus, people
would see lots of Chinese or foreign illiterate monks travelling around
and started to become familiar with the images of itinerant monks.
The extant earliest iconography of illiterate monks is dated to the 9th

century AD., and afterwards, these kinds of images began to be

1 See Xuanzang, Da-Tang Xi-yu Ji (Great Tang Records on the Western Regions),
Tang dynasty. Or see Da-Tang Da Ci-en Si San-zang Fa-shi Zhuan Xu (The
Preface of the Biography of Tripitaka Masters of Great Tang, compiled by
master Huili (Xuanzang’s disciple).

" See Xuanzang, Da-Tang Xi-yu Ji (Great Tang Records on the Western Regions),

Tang dynasty.
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popularized. It is believed that the images of Xuanzang served as the
prototype for the later imagery of itinerant monks. However, due to
the absence of the early images of Xuanzang, we can only speculate
with respect to how he was depicted in the earlier period through the
iconography of these travelling monks.

However, with the discovery of the Xuanzang image (Fig. 1)
carved on the wall of Tiru Parameswara Vinnagaram Temple in India,
one could have a glimpse of Xuanzang’s early images. Though it
could not be confirmed whether Xuanzang in Fig. 1 was portrayed
with a bamboo backpack or not due to the weathering of the
sculpture, it seems that in the 8" century A.D., Xuanzang at least was
depicted with similar objects as an umbrella and whisk with the latter
ones.

After Xuanzang’s return back to China, the emperor of Tang
appointed Wu Zhiming (a Chinese painter) to paint portraits of ten
masters, which were meant for worship, and Xuanzang was one of
the ten masters.'? Unfortunately, all of the ten paintings were lost.
But why was he portrayed together with the other nine masters
instead of being portrayed alone since he was well known in the
entire country and had important status? Does it suggest the real

attitude of the royal court towards Xuanzang or even Buddhism? In

'? See Da-Tang Da Ci-en Si San-zang Fa-shi Zhuan Xu (The Preface of the

Biography of Tripitaka Masters of Great Tang), Vol. 8.

PANIDHANA JOURNAL Vol.18 No.2 (July-December 2022) | 311



215815Vdls 1 Ui 18 avvdl 2 (nsngInx-5uanau 2565)

China, a country with a long history and tradition of portrait painting,
as such a great, famous and successful person, why was Xuanzang
barely portrayed?

Then his portrait later appeared Yulin caves of Dunhuang
(Gansu Prov.) during the late Western Xia period (1038-1227 A.D.).
Xuanzang returned to Chang’an (now Xi’an) in 645 AD. after his
journey to India, but why does his portrait start to appear only after
several centuries? Why was his image seemingly absent from Chinese
art? How could such a renowned person not get portraits made at
that time? How come, even in distant regions where a large number
of Buddhist caves were constructed, his images seem absent for
around 500 years? Here, the new and important discovery of the
itinerant monk Xuanzang (Fig. 1) found in Tiru Parameswara
Vinnagaram Temple located in Kanchi of South India most probably
is the earliest extant image of both Xuanzang and itinerant monk in
art history. Here, some questions could be raised: Is this image of
Xuanzang the only representation of him in India? Did the artisans
carve it by following the missing Chinese painting of Xuanzang in
China? Or did this image of Xuanzang serve as the prototype of the
Chinese depiction of Xuanzang and itinerant monks? It requires
further study.

In the following part, | am going to try to identify the Chinese
fisure in Fig. 2 . As | have discussed earlier, his head with a cap or

helmet-like object or hair bun on top and the Chinese style ribbons
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dropping from his seat indicates that he is a different Chinese person
from Xuanzang in Fig. 1. Since no obvious evidence can prove him to
be a monk, therefore, | prefer to consider him as an ordinary Chinese.
Besides, he is portrayed in a larger size and is surrounded by a group
of people, which suggests that he is someone who either had high
status or had made a contribution to the Pallava Kingdom or even
India. Who is this person? Why is he carved on the wall?

In the Tang period, in terms of historical records and literature
sources like Xin Tangshu (New Book of Tang), Jiu Tangshu (Old Book
of Tang), Tongdian (Comprehensive Institutions) and etc., there were
many official contacts between China and India and both the
countries had sent many envoys and messengers to each other.
Among all the Chinese envoys sent to India, Wang Xuance, was an

envoy from China to India during the Tang dynasty three times,"” is

1
3 In 643 A.D., Wang was first time sent to India as Li Yibiao’s deputy or assistant (“Fushi” in

Chinese) and returned back in 646 A.D. During this visit, he met King Jieri (known as Harshavardhana
in India) and travelled to many Buddhist sites and went to the Jiamolu Kingdom. Till 647 A.D., he
was sent to India as ambassador along with his deputy Jiang Shiren and other 30 mounted
subordinates. With support from Tibet and Nepal, he defeated A-luo-na-shun (also known as
Arunasva)’s rebellion after the death of Harshavardhana and captured and brought Arunasva to
Chang’an (now Xi’an), the capital city of Tang dynasty. In 657 A.D., Wang was third time sent to
India to present the cassock and attended the dharma assembly organized for him in Mahabodhi

Temple in 660 A.D. Some scholars like Ji Xianlin held the idea that he had been sent to India four

PANIDHANA JOURNAL Vol.18 No.2 (July-December 2022) | 313



215815Vdls 1 Ui 18 avvdl 2 (nsngInx-5uanau 2565)

the most renowned one in history. Importantly, he defeated A-luo-
na-shun (also known as Arunasva)’s rebellion after the death of
Harshavardhana with support from Tibet and Nepal, ending
Arunasva’s incursions into other kingdoms of ancient India. His great
feat definitely had widely spread within India, and the Pallava
Kinegdom would also have heard about his heroic deeds. Thus, it is
reasonable to see Wang Xuance carved on the wall of an Indian
temple.

According to Chinese historical records and literature
resources, China had maintained maritime trade with India for more
than one thousand years. Especially during the Tang dynasty, the Silk
Road became riskier and obstructed due to the fierce fight between
Tang and Tibet from the end of the 7 century. As a result, the
Maritime Silk Route got highly developed. This is the reason why later,
so many travellers like Yijing and merchants chose the sea route to
visit India after Xuanzang’s return. Moreover, the connection between
the Pallava Kingdom and Tang was very closely mapped in history. As
one of the major ports of the Pallava Kingdom, Mamallapuram had
trade ties with China and had been the meeting point of the Spice

Road and Silk Route between India and China.

times and he was sent a fourth time to India in 662 A.D. to call the Master Xuanzhao back to China

and look for Lujia Yiduo.
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Tansen Sen observed that Mamallapuram had had more than
1700 years old historical defence and trade ties with China. This
ancient port town had a defense pact between Pallavas and the
Chinese aimed at securing Chinese territory from Tibet. Besides,
Tansen Sen again put forward that around 720 A.D., Narasimhavarman
Il sent a diplomatic mission to China for requesting help to resist
Arabian and Tibet’s invasion of South Asia.!* Kayal Barabhavan
claimed that the “Chinese declared Narasimhavarman Il as the
general of South China to take on Tibet” and “a piece of silk cloth
with the printed declaration was sent by a Chinese delegation to
Narasimhavarman II”. (Times of India, 2019, online)

In addition, there is another Chinese figure, depicted as being
smaller in size and bending his body, on the top-right corner of the
sitting Chinese in Fig. 2-2, if one observes clearly. As mentioned
previously, Wang Xuance was sent to India 3 times and was appointed
as the ambassador of a delegation of 30 mounted subordinates along
with his deputy Jiang Shiren in 647 AD.", which explains the
appearance of a tiny Chinese figure beside him. Thus, in my opinion,

the tiny figure around him might be his assistant Jiang Shiren.

14
See Tansen Sen, Buddhism, Diplomacy, and Trade: The Realignment of Sino-Indian Relations,

600-1400, University of Hawaii Press, 2003.

15 See my footnotes No. 15 of this paper or see Jiu Tangshu (Old Book of Tang) and Xin
Tangshu (New Book of Tang).
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Regarding the military cooperation and the trade ties between the
Pallava Kingdom and Tang, it sounds quite convincing that King
Narasimhavarman Il commanded the artisans and sculptors to record

the historical events to emphasize the great importance and

contribution of Xuanzang and Wang Xuance in history.

2

Fig. 2 Fig. 2-2 (with red mark)
Source: Photo by Author

One more interesting detail that could be touched upon is
that at the beginning, apart from Wang Xuance, there was another
option considered for the Chinese person in Fig. 2 when | read the
historical records that “the King of Qie-mo-lu Kingdom sent the
delegation to Tang to acquire the image of Laozi/Lao Tzu (an ancient
philosopher and the founder of Taoism) and Daode Jing” mentioned
in Jiu Tangshu (Old Book of Tang) and Xin Tangshu (New Book of

Tang). Thus, Emperor Taizong of Tang commanded Xuanzang to
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translate Daode Jing into Sanskrit and got both the images of Laozi
and the Sanskrit version of Daode Jing sent to India. However, there
has been no further information regarding whether the image of Laozi
and the Sanskrit version of Daode Jing was spread.

Nonetheless, the location of the Qie-mo-lu Kingdom is still
deputed: scholars like Yang Mingkao considered it as an ancient name
of Kashmir;'® scholars like Feng Chengjun assumed that it was an
ancient name of Assam.!” However, personally speaking, seen from
the available historical materials, there is not enough evidence to
prove that Laozi was associated with the Pallava Kingdom or Taoism
was once prevalent and worshipped in South India. If more direct
archaeological evidence is to be unearthed in the future, the identity
of the Chinese person in Fig. 2 might open up for Laozi (with one of

his disciples beside him) too.

' See Lin Meicun, Jin Wenjing, Chai Jianhong, Zhang Guangda, Rong Xinjiang,
Zhao Feng, Qi Dongfang, Cai Hongsheng and Cui Wei, Western Regions: The
Transit Station of the Exchange of Chinese and Foreign Civilization, A City
University of HK Press, 2009.

'" See Feng Chengjun, Collection of Academic Works of Feng Chengjun’s,
Shanghai Ancient Book Publishing House, 2015.
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Conclusion

In conclusion, in terms of the analysis above, | speculate that the
Chinese figure in Fig. 1 is the travelling monk Xuanzang, and the
Chinese person in Fig. 2 most probably is Wang Xuance, and his
attendant beside him might be his deputy Jiang Shiren. The process
of identifying the Chinese figures helps to explore the cultural and
intellectual exchanges between India and China during ancient times.
Furthermore, this paper also attempts to convey a suggestion to
some scholars, especially Chinese scholars who are doing Buddhist
studies, that it is better not to limit oneself to Buddhism itself or avoid
the reference to Brahmanism. One may find something astonishing in
non-Buddhist sites instead of restricting oneself to accessing Buddhist

archaeological sites and data.
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Abstract

Ullambana Festival (Buddha’s joyful day), known as Yu-ldn-
pén Jié (i =4 1), or znéng-yudn Jie (7#77C 77) in Chinese, is the last day
(15" of July, Chinese lunar calendar) of the Samsha community’s
three-month vadrsika (summer retreat or rainy season). It is an activity
with great merits that allows the samgha community to perform ritual
practices without obstructions, rescuing spirits of the deceased
ancestors, parents and relatives from suffering. The distinctive
features of Buddhism in China result from a process of absorption
and assimilation between Buddhism and China’s hitherto existing
cultural peculiarities. The Ullambana Service of Chinese Buddhism
is a glittering example of this historically peerless amalgamation of

two of the world’s most remarkable ancient civilizations. It is

PANIDHANA JOURNAL Vol.18 No.2 (July-December 2022) | 320


mailto:macthine@gmail.com

215815dlsw Ui 18 avudl 2 (nsngrAu-5uanau 2565)

observed that from time to time, scholars have busied themselves
with the study of the Ullambana Festival since the Ullambana
Satra was introduced from India into China. This paper attempts to
investigate the Indian cultural elements of the Ullambana Festival,
as a case study further to explore the transformation of the
Ullambana Festival in China by utilizing the available primary
sources. The sinicization of the Ullambana Festival could be

considered a miniature of the transformation of Buddhism in China.

Keywords: Ullambana Festival, samgha, Indian Cultural Elements,

Sinicization
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msUsznevadiernuduiu

1. Introduction

Generally speaking, the Buddhist commandment was
introduced into China in the second year of the Jia-ping (249 — 253
CE) era in the Cao-wei dynasty (220 - 266 CE), when the Indian
scholar-monk Dharmaka@la (not in detail) translated the “Seng-gie-jie-

xin (STla Core of Samgha)” and the “Si-fen Jie-mo (Karman of
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Dharmagupta-vinaya)” into Chinese.! Ullambana Festival was
entrenched in the background that one of the first duties incumbent
upon a Buddhist monk is the severance of ties from the biological
family.

The Ullambana SUtra recounts an instance of an Indian
monk’s deep sense of concern for the state of his deceased mother.
Out of filial devotion, Mah@maudgalyay@na, who is the Sakyamuni
Buddha’s disciple of the highest order —the AbhinAiri@—upon
attaining the fruit of Arhathood, employs his Divya-caksur-ji@na-
s@ksatkriy@bhiiri@ (divine vision) in Dhyana (meditation) to ascertain
the whereabouts of his late beloved mother. Subsequently, he
locates his former mother as a haggard, hungry ghost (Peta)
languishing in an acute state of suffering on account of her

unwholesome acts as a human being. Unable to come to terms with

! Related research refers to Liang Qi-chao (1873 - 1929), Fo-xue shi-dai (Times
of Buddhism), (collected in) Collection of Liang Qi-chao, Beijing: China Social
Sciences Publishing House, 1995, p. 58. It also refers to Hong-yi’s (1880 — 1942)
Lu-xue yao-lue (Synopsis of Buddhist Laws), is collected in Completed Works
of Hong-yi, Fu-zhou: Fu-jian People Publisher, 2010. It again refers to Wei-hang’s
(1908 - 1969) Zhong-guo jie-lun hong-chuan gai-yao (Summarization on
Literatures of Chinese Buddhist Laws), collected in Summarization on Founding
and Developing of The Vinaya School, Modern Buddhism Academic
Collections, Taipei: Mahayana Culture Publisher, 1976, Vol. 88, p. 316.
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his forbearer’s misery, he offers her a bowl of food that unfortunately
turns into fire and carbon in her hands.

Overcome with immense distress, he (Mah@maudgalyay@na)
then approaches the Loka-n@th and requests him to end his
mother’s suffering, to which the Sakyamuni Buddha replies that he
cannot emancipate his mother on his own. However,
if Mah@maudgalyay@na would offer delicious food
in Ullambana bowls to S,uddhasor_ngha (Qing-jing Seng in Chinese) in
ten directions on the fifteenth of the seventh month, his mother
would be freed from her ordeal under the collective Guna of all the
monks. Finally, by following the Lord’s instructions,
Mah@maudgalyay@na succeeds in liberating his mother from the
hungry-ghost realm. In the meantime, the Buddha teaches his
antevdsins (disciples) that food must be offered to monks on the
day of Prav@randin in order to save their forbears all the way back
to the seventh generation. This story is derived from the Ullambana
Sutra and enjoys widespread popularity among the Buddhists of
China.

Most scholars like Fan Jun, Xie Wanruo, Makita Tairyo and
Akamatsu Kosyo advocate that it is Chinese culture that has been
instrumental to the origin of the Ullambana Festival, for there is no
precedent of observing Ullambana in Indian Buddhism. Makita Tairyo
holds that Ullambana Sutra is an apocryphal text (known as “Wei-

jing” or “Yi-jing” in Chinese) and was created by local ancient Chinese
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(Makita Tairyo, 1976, p. 84). The clinching factor, these scholars argue,
is the concept of filial piety prevalent in Chinese thought (Fan Jun
2006, Xie Wanruo 2004, Akamatsu Kosyo 2000). However, close
examination of the acts falsifies such a conclusion.

Filial piety could be considered one of the fundamental
factors; nevertheless, it cannot be regarded as the sole and unique
factor responsible for the Ullambana Festival. Close examination of
facts reveals that Indian influences on the Festival cannot be ruled
out because Indian cultural elements, like Varsika of Indian Buddhism,
forms of Pravarana and making offerings to the Samgha for seeking
blessings, are powerful motivators for the origin of the Ullambana
Festival. The Ullambana SUtra is quintessentially a discourse by the
Buddha to Mah@maudgaly@yana on the practice of filial piety and
Pujand (offerings). Accordingly, rituals that are performed for the
release of the deceased from the torments after death are akin to
rescuing people hanging upside-down.

Thus, one could say that this festival mainly underlines the
importance of filial piety. It encourages one to generate wholesome
Karma not merely for oneself but also the dearly departed so that
they may be liberated from the states of suffering by attaining rebirth
in a better realm. The Ullambana Festival is one of the most
important festivals in Chinese Buddhism and is celebrated in many
other countries apart from China, such as Korean Peninsula, Japan,

Malaysia, Singapore, Vietnam, etc., reflecting a sort of favourable
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reputation that cuts through the divisions of geography and languasge.
Furthermore, in the modern era, the festival has dropped roots in
Europe and America as well.

Although the Chinese features of the festival are all explicit,
the Buddhist origin of the festival can be traced to a story that
originated in India. The word “Ullambana” is derived from the
Sanskrit word “Avalambana”, which means “(people are) hanging
upside-down”, while an alternative interpretation of the word is “to
rescue (those people who are) hung upside-down (in the hell)”. The
message carried by this festival is closely associated with the
Mah@y@na doctrine of altruism. Central to the motivations for this
festival is the desire to seek the emancipation of those languishing in
hell.

The long history has witnessed the intellectual and cultural
exchanges between India and China in ancient times. Ancient Indian
philosophies, concepts, techniques, medicines, astrology, etc., were
introduced through these exchanges. As a consequence, no matter
whether the Ullambana Sutra was originated from India or
indigenously created by the Chinese, it is not surprising to see the
Indian traditions and elements in the Ullambana Festival. Because
the story recorded in Ullambana Sutra itself originated from India
only, let alone the author notes that according to Chinese historical
records, similar ritual practices were performed during the same

period in ancient India. Thus, it will be rewarded to trace the
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Ullambana Festival back to the homeland of Buddhism, India, to
examine the specific and concrete Indian elements and influences on
the Ullambana Festival in China and the incorporation of Indian

tradition and Chinese culture.

2. The V@rsika in Indian Buddhism

The word “Varsika” originates from Vassa in Pali, which
means rain. In Chinese Buddhism, “An-ju” has been used, which
means “Yu-ji” (Rainy season). In addition, there are many other
congruent connotations, such as “Xia-an-ju” (Summer Varsika), “Yu-
an-ju” (Varsika in the monsoon), “Zuo-xia” (Summer retreat), “Xia-
zuo” (Summer retreat), “Jie-xia” (Gathering in Summer), “Zuo-la”
(Retreat in Buddhist year), “Yi-xia-jiu-xun” (Three-month summer
retreat), “Jiu-xun-jin-zu” (Forbidden journeys in three months), “Jie-
zhi-an-ju” (Varsika of Gathering in Sila), “Jie-zhi” (Gathering in Sila),
etc. These are extremely important practices enshrined in the
Buddhist Samgha and regulate the lives of monks. Further, from the
point of Ahims@ (non-injury), observing “Varsika” is not to inflict
injuries on insects and newly sprouted plants during wanderings or
journeys. It is chiefly for this reason that the Buddha stipulated the
institution of Varsika.

In the Indian context, the rule of Varsika was an old
convention observed by the monks of Brdhmanism, and the VarSa
was adopted into Buddhism by the Sakyamuni Buddha. The
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MahiS@saka Vinaya (the Vinaya of the Five Categories of the
Mahis@saka Sect, translated in 424 CE) gives a detailed exposition
regarding the origin of the Buddhist Varsika. The tradition of
distributing rooms to monks who had taken part in the congregation
had existed in Indian Buddhism even before the Chinese monk Yi-
jing’s (635-713 CE) stay in India (673-687 CE). His monumental work,
Nan-hai ji-gui nei-fa-zhuan (A Record of the Buddhist Religion as
Practiced in India and Malay Archipelago, 671-695 CE)”, mentions it.
He writes that while in N@land@, he witnessed monks observing this
practice. He even proposed that Chinese monasteries should adopt
this rule. A similar theme was recorded in the “Varsika Skandha” of
Vassupan@yika-khandhaka of the Dharmagupta-vinaya (Vinaya of
the Four Categories of the Dharmagupta Sect), too.

Regarding the place where the first Varsika was observed,
there are different versions in various scriptures. Generally speaking,
the majority of canons hold that it happened in the Mread@va (Deer
Park). For example, the Abhiniskramana Sutra says that after the
Bhagavata attained enlightenment, he once held Varsika in the
Mrgad@va of Va@r@nasi from the sixteenth of June to the fifteenth of
September. In the beginning, only seven disciples followed him, but
ninety-three monks later joined him and completed the Varsika.
Besides the Abhiniskramaha SUtra, many other scriptures also record
the status of Varsika with regard to the Buddha and his disciples.

These records also demonstrate that the Samgha’s varsika was not
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only stipulated by the Buddhist doctrines but also initiated for
replenishing the human body with plenty of food and clothes. It
would have been difficult for the monks to preach without the basic
daily necessities of life.

Details of the Indian Buddhist Varsika are well recorded by
Chinese Buddhist scholar monks who visited India during the early
centuries of our era. For instance, master Fa-xian (3407 — 418/ 423 CE)
used to perform Varsika many times during his stay in India and
mentioned this in “Fo-guo-ji (A Record of the Buddhist Kingdoms)” .2

In Xuan-zang’s (600-664 CE) work, too, a description of the event of

% Chinese original text is collected in CBETA, T51, no. 2085, p. 857, c5-18. The
English translation refers to “The Travels of Fa-Hian: Buddhist Country
Records”, collected in Samuel Beal’s “Si-Yu-Ki: Buddhist Records of the Western
World”, New Delhi: Munshiram Manoharlal Publishers Pvt. Ltd., 2004, p. xxvii-
xxviii. On Faxian’s arrival at Yu-hui-suo, they practised the V@rsika; after the
VQrsika was over, they continued their journey for twenty-five days to reach
the state of Jie-cha-guo... the country is hilly and cold where not many food
grains are produced, wheat being the exception. After celebrating the Buddhist
New Year (finishing V@rsika), it often becomes frosty the following day. The king,
therefore, year after year, invites the Buddhist priests to hold their yearly

celebration (Pav@ran@) once the wheat is harvested.

PANIDHANA JOURNAL Vol.18 No.2 (July-December 2022) | 329



215815Vdls 1 Ui 18 avvdl 2 (nsngInx-5uanau 2565)

Varsika in India is found.” Xuan-zang recounts a story of how the
monks had been performing the Varsika in a monastery for over a
thousand years in some regions of India.

The records testified the fact that after the Buddha entered
VWwupaSama for a thousand year, the Varsika continued to be
observed as an annual important event and custom in Indian
Buddhism. It could be deduced that the Varsika was introduced into

China with the dissemination of Buddhism.

3. The Pravarana and Offering

Varsika is an annual ritual in monasteries prescribed by the
Buddha to the Samgha. Violation invites penalty and observation
rewards. Oppositely, if they can follow the institution of varsika, they

It says, “...During the thousand years following the VyupaSama of the Buddha,
every year there were a thousand ordinary and holy Buddhist priests who dwelt
here together while the Varsika was held during the rainy season. When the
time would expire, all who had reached the status of Arhats would mount into
the air and flee away. After the thousand years, the ordinary monks and saints
dwelt together.” See vol. 10 of “Da-tang xi-yu-ji”, is collected in CBETA, T51,
no. 2087, p. 930, c11-25. English translation refers to Si-Yu-Ki: Buddhist Records
of the Western World, Samuel Beal translated from the Chinese of Hiuen Tsiang,
629 CE, New Delhi: Munshiram Manoharlal Publishers Pvt. Ltd., 2004, pp. 221-
223.
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must get the relevant fruit of wisdom. As recorded in the
“Mahis@saka Vinaya” (vol. 19), all BhikShus were rewarded with fruits
of wisdom during the three months of Vdrsika.* As mentioned in the
“Jie-xia Jing (Satra on Ending V@rsika)”, five hundred Bhikshus cut
their KleSa, and obtained the fruit of Arahant. This was a pretty
remarkable achievement and reflected the spiritual significance of
Varsika. Because there were such benefits in practising V@rsika, the
Buddha personally persuaded Ayusmata Plrfa to go to a state for
practising V@rsika in Samyukt@gama, and AyuSmata Pdrha accepted
the Buddha’s proposal.

According to the Buddhist view, practicing the Buddhist way
can result in unlimited Guna; making offerings to monks too can fetch
one deep Guna. Hence the Slc'lkyamuni Buddha accepted the
offerings of his tribe, which was an affirmation of affection towards his
clan. A story in the Samyukt@gama (Vol. 50) mentions: Some Bhikshus
had completed practising Varsika in a forest and were about to leave.
It was then that a god felt deeply uneasy, as he was afraid that he
would lose his good fortunes by not making offerings to the BhikShus.
According to another  Sutra, the  “Da-bo-nie-pan  jing
(Mah@parinirv@na-satra)”  (Vol. 2), when the Buddha entered
Nirv@na, some devas became very sad and worried that after the

Buddha left the world, there would not be people making offerings

* See Mahis@saka Vinaya, Vol. 19, collected in CBETA, T22, no.1421, p. 133b.
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to the Bhikshus during Varsika. Then the gods might lose some
opportunities to acquire bliss by listening to the teachings of Samgha.
It shows that the conception of making offerings in exchange for
blessings is deeply ingrained in Indian culture.

The Buddha grows joyful once the Samgha attains Parisuddhi
(purity) after penance. Hence the day of Prav@rana is also called “Fo-
huan-xi-ri” (the Buddha’s day of joyfulness). Pravarand does not
need to be practised every day but is performed only at the end of
Varsika. When Prav@rand is successfully concluded, Varsika comes
to perfection. This period is accounted as an entire year, and the
Dharma age of the participating BhikShus and Bhikkhunls increases by
a year. The Dharma age is also known in Chinese Buddhism as “Fa-
la@” or “Xia-la”, and is the standard of the Samgha’s established
order.

Regarding respect for the method of Prav@rana, there’re clear
and simple records in Vinaya literature, and repetitious details are not
required here. Regarding the composition of Prav@ranad, there are
five aspects to it: from the first to third are the three individual
components of Trini-karmani (the three activities concerning the
body, language and mind) respectively, and are considered ViSuddha
(pure); the fourth usually involves chanting SUtras, while the fifth
aspect requires one to comprehend the Abhidharma proficiently. To
sum up, the Pravarana does not make a monk impervious to being
examined for whether the Tisrah Siksd@h (Three Studies) is being
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practised in his everyday life or not.

A successful Prav@rand implies an efficacious completion of
V@rsika. On this day, offerings, such as clothes and medicines, are
handed out to all those members of the Samgha who have
participated in Va@rsika, including guest monks at the monastery and
those who are qualified to receive offerings from laypeople. In
general, it begins on the sixteenth of the fourth lunar month and ends
on the fifteenth of the seventh lunar month in Chinese Buddhism.
Therefore, according to Ullambana SUtra, the Buddha instructed his
disciples as follows:

“If Bhikshus, Bhikkhunls, kings, crown princes, the great
ministers, the great officials, cabinet members, the
hundreds of officers, and the tens of thousands of citizens
wish to engage in compassionate filial conduct for the sake
of the parents who bore them, as well as for the sake of
the fathers and mothers of the past seven lives, on the
fifteenth day of the seventh lunar month—the day of the
Buddha’s delight, the day of the Samgha’s Pav@rana—they
all should place hundreds of flavored foods in the
Ullambana basins, and offer them to the Prav@rana
Samgha in the ten directions.” (The Buddha Bh@sita
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Ullambana SUtra)’®

Why must one who wishes to practice compassionate filial
conduct make offerings to the Pravarand Samgha in the ten
directions on the day of the Prav@rana? Because the Samgha’s
virtuous conduct during V@rsika could obtain the fruits of both a clean
body and heart when Prav@ran@ ends. Believers stand to gain great
Guna, which benefits their kin if they make offerings to the Samgha
after Varsika; therefore, lay Buddhists make offerings to monks in
droves on the day of Prav@rana.

These motivations and rituals are also connected to the
kindred tradition of making offerings to ancestors in ancient Indian
Br@hmanism. Some scholars deem the latter was the former’s
prototype (Cheng-hong, 2007). In the Mahabharata, it is written in
several places that if offerings are not made to ancestors, they would
be subjected to tribulations and sufferings in hell.® There are also a
lot of related records in the “Manusmrti”. For example, in the ninth

chapter of this ancient book, it was written that a son rescuing his

> For the original text is collected in the “Taishd shinshii daizékyd”, which in
turn is collected in CBETA, T16, no. 685, p. 779. The translation refers to the
work of Stephen F. Teiser, “The Ghost Festival in Medieval China”, p. 49-54.

Sy story is mentioned in “Section Xl (Astika Parva)” of The Mahabharata of

KrishNa-dwaipayana Vyasa, p. 60-61.
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father from hell called Put is therefore termed Put-tra (a deliverer
from Put) by the Svayambhii (Buhler, 2006).”

In the same chapter, it is also written that there is no
difference between a son’s son and the son of a daughter, for even
the son of a daughter saves him in the next world, like the son’s son.
It even uses a metaphor to explain what happens when a father, after
death, is not well saved by his son; the consequence is the same as
for a man who tries to cross a sheet of water in a flimsy boat; in this
metaphor, the unsafe boat is the bad son, the person trying to get
across the river is the ghost of the deceased father, and the sheet of
water is the miserable realm of hungry ghosts.? In addition, it is clearly
stipulated that: “The rite is for the dead, and is performed on the
new-moon day; if a man is diligent in performing that rite, the reward
of the rite for the dead, which is performed according to the Smarta
rule, reaches him constantly. Oblations to the gods and manes must
be presented by the givers to a Srotriya alone, what is given to such
a most worthy Br@hmana yields great reward.” (Ibid, Vol. 9, p. 359.)

These sections from the Manusmrti vividly establish that

" See G. Buhler, ed., section 138, the vol. 9 in the “Laws of Manu”, is collected
in The Sacred Bookes of the East, ed. by F. Max Muller, vol. 25, Delhi: Motilal
Banarsidass Publishing House, 2006 (first edition, Oxford University Press, 1886),
p. 354.

® See Ibid., Vol. 9, p.359.
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there was a traditional custom of rescuing the ancestors in Indian
society—especially in the context of sons’ sacrifices emancipating
their deceased fathers’ souls. The ritual of sacrificing for ancestors as
mentioned in the Manusmrti is really complex and somber; it
encompasses a rite of offering food to Brdhmanas and forefathers;
this is indispensable, according to the ancient book in question, for
delivering one’s ancestors and bears a striking resemblance to the
principle theme of the Ullambana Festival, as is evident from the
following passage:

“.. The manes are always pleased with offerings
made in open, naturally pure places, on the banks of
rivers, and in secluded spots... The offerings should be
made in the presence of Br@hmanas, who have duly
performed ablutions, and they should sit down on
separate, prepared seats, on which blades of Kusa grass
have been placed... Having presented to them water,
sesame ¢rains, and blades of Kusa grass, the Brdhmaha
(sacrificer) shall offer (oblations) in the sacred fire, after
having received permission to do so from all the
Brahmana (suests) conjointly...” (Ibid., Vol. 3, pp. 113 -
114.)

“.. They also call those first of twice-born men the
ancient deities of the funeral sacrifice, free from anger,

easily pleased, employed in making men prosper... At a
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sacrifice in honor of the manes, he must let (his guests) hear
the Veeda, the Institutes of the sacred law, legends, tales,
Pur@nas, and Khilas... Himself being delighted, let him give
delight to the Brdhmanas, cause them to partake gradually
and slowly of each dish, and repeatedly invite (them to eat)
by offering the food and praising its qualities...” (Ibid., Vol.
3,p.118.)

It is evident from the above passage from the Manusmrti that
offering to Br@hmanas was a part of the ancestral sacrifice for
rescuing one’s forefathers—particularly the father. This ritual of
sacrifice and offering was extraordinary; it required clear and tidy
spaces with beautiful landscapes, providing abundant food,
deferentially making offerings to virtuous Br@dhmanas, chanting the
Sutra of the Brahmanas, and making offerings to gods and spirits and
so on. The practice shares resemblances with the offering ritual of the
Chinese Ullambana Festival. Thus, one could say there may have a
connection between the two. Many aspects of the Indian Buddhist
monks’ ritual of giving food to gods and spirits resemble the
homologous descriptions in the Manusm/ti; in Yi-jing’s A Record of
the Buddhist Religion as Practised in India and the Malay Archipelago
(671-695 CE), one finds the following interesting snippet:

“Further a tray full of food is offered to the dead and other

spirits who are worthy of offerings. The origin of this custom could be
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traced to the Vulture Peak, and is found fully explained in the Sutras.
One should bring that handful of food before the elder (i.e. Sthavira)
and kneel down; the elder should sprinkle a few drops of water and
say the following prayer: ‘By virtue of the good works which we are
about to accomplish, may we generously benefit the world of spirits,
who having eaten the food, may be reborn in a pleasant state after
death. The happiness of a Bodhisattva resulting from his good actions
is limitless as the sky. He who benefits others can obtain such results
as this (the happiness of a Bodhisattva); one should continue such
actions evermore.’”’

After this, the food is brought out and placed in a hidden spot,
in a forest, grove, river, or pond, to give it to the departed. In the
country on the rivers Yangtze (Changjiang in Chinese) and Huai (in
China), people prepare an additional food tray on every fast day; this
custom is the same as above.

Chinese Buddhism is derived from Indian Buddhism, although
the latter has never had a festival like the “Yu-lan-pen-jie” or the

“Ullambana”. Making offerings and deliverance of ancestors on the

? See Yi-jing (I-Tsing), A Record of the Buddhist Religion as Practiced in India and
the Malay Archipelago (671-695 CE), translated by Takakusu, New Delhi:
Munshiram Manoharlal Publishers Pvt. Ltd. 2004 (First Published in London:
Oxford University Press, 1896), p. 41. And the original text is collected in CBETA,
T54, no. 2125, p. 210, a 14-25.
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Prav@ran@-day at the end of Varsik is unique to the Han-Chinese
Buddhist Ullambana Festival. Otherwise, the Han-Chinese Buddhist
Ullambana Festival is remarkably similar in its composition, rituals,
concerns and purposes to the celebrations on the last day of Varsik

in Indian Buddhism.

4. Conclusion

The conjunctions of the research encapsulated here and in
the first two chapters of this work leave no doubt that the
“Ullambana” had originated in India, irrespective of whether the
Ullambana Sutra had emerged in China or not. Had the eponymous
name not already been in circulation, neither the Ullambana Sutra
nor the Ullambana Festival would have appeared in China. Although
there was no Ullambana Festival in the historical Indian Buddhism,
there was the tradition of making offerings to monks and ancestors
on the last day of the yearly Varsika.

The rituals of making sacrifices to ancestors are similar, and
the origin of the Ullambana Festival can be attributed to these
inherent practices in Indian Buddhism and in the religion of the
Brahmanas. Therefore, it is not coincidental that the two festivals are
held on the same day—the fifteenth of the seventh lunar month.
The Ullambana Festival should be considered synonymous with the
Indian Buddhist festival of “La-fo” (PUjana@), coinciding with Varsika

and Prav@rand that developed in China once the Vinayas were
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introduced there.

Furthermore, some other practices and aspects from India
have been fully absorbed by the Ullambanba Festival, such as the
manner of chanting, Buddhist music and some musical instruments.
These are questions worthy of exploring in future. Altogether, the
following can be unreservedly concluded: the initial factor (or the
budding impetus) for the formation of the Ullambana Festival was
borrowed from Indian culture, especially from the Indian festival of
the Pajana of the Buddha on the day of Pravarana. These elements
are distinctively Indian and cannot be attributed to any other source,
internal or external.

However, it is noteworthy that the concept of filial piety is not
limited to Chinese tradition only but has been promoted throughout
Indian Buddhist tradition. For instance, the Syama Jataka tells a story
of a young man (Syama) taking care of his parents, who are hermits
and blind. The depiction of this Jataka story appeared in the western
gate of Sanchi Stupa/Stlpa and later was found in Chinese Buddhist
sites like Dunhuang grottoes. Hence, the Ullambana SUtra might be
an Indian local creation. Then, one shall ask: could the concept of
filial piety expressed in Ullambana Sutra be a criterion or
identification of the origin of this Buddhist text? This question should
be noted for further research in future.

All in all, there is no doubt that the theme of “a son saving

his mother”, written in the Ullambana Sdtra, suggests the
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importance of filial piety. Whether the Buddhist text was written by
an Indian or Chinese, the translation of the Ullambana Sdtra was
intentionally selected by the translator to conform to the core of
Chinese tradition and culture: filial piety. The incorporation of Indian
ritual practices (on the festival of Pdjana) and the Chinese concept
of filial piety in the Ullambana Festival precisely indicates the

localization of Buddhism in China.
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