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Abstract

This research aimed to 1) compare the perceptions of intentions in indirect speech
acts in interrogative sentences between Thai students and Koreans; 2) compare intermediate
to high proficiency students’perceptions of intents in indirect speech acts of interrogatives
to Korean Speakers’; and 3) explore the relationships between Thai students’ levels of Korean
proficiency and their perceptions on intents in indirect speech acts of interrogatives. Multiple-
choice questionnaires were used to gather data in this research. Samples consisted of 100
Thai students and 50 Koreans. The findings were as follows: 1) Thai students and Korean
speakers showed statistically different perceptions of all intents expressed in indirect speech
acts of interrogatives; 2) there was a statistically significant difference in the perceptions of
all intents among high and intermediate proficiency students and native Koreans; however,
when the differences were analyzed in pairs using Scheffe’s method, no statistically significant
difference was found in the perceptions of intermediate proficiency students and high
proficiency ones towards the intent of inviting; and 3) the students’ levels of Korean language
proficiency and their perceptions of intents were significantly correlated at a moderate level
of 0.663.
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Table 2 Classification of speech act conditions
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Types of

Speech Acts The Speaker’s Intentions  The Power of Interlocutors The Performers

in Conversation of the Action
Ordering  Exerting force on the listener Speaker > Listener Listener
Requesting No force on the listener Speaker = Listener Listener
Inviting  No force on the listener Speaker = Listener Speaker, Listener
Persuading No force on the listener Speaker = Listener Listener
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Table 3 Situational Structure Classified by Types of Speech Acts (Continued)
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Table 4 The Statistical comparison of the Perceptions on Indirect Speech Acts of Interrogation

in Korean among Thai students and Korean Native Speakers

Type of Act Sample Group n Mean  S.D. tstat p-value
Thai Students 100 1.900 1.267

Persuading -8.047 .000
Koean Native Speakers 50 3460 0.734
Thai Students 100 1.780  1.236

Requesting -8.802 .000
Koean Native Speakers 50 3.440 0.705
Thai Students 100 1.680 1.162

Inviting -9.134 .000
Koean Native Speakers 50 3.280 0.927
Thai Students 100 2190  1.269

Ordering -1.572 .000
Koean Native Speakers 50 3.640  0.663
Thai Students 100 7.550 3.208

Overall -12.974 .000
Koean Native Speakers 50 13.820 1.650
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FofinsannamsieneimsiSeuifivunnuuanmeessiuiieaunivsngegluiaunssums
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Table 5 The Statistical comparison of the Perceptions on Indirect Speech Acts of Interrogatives
in Korean among Intermediate-proficiency Students, High-proficiency Students, and

Korean Native Speakers

Type of Act Sample Group n Mean S.D.
Intermediate-proficiency Students 50 1.500 1.129

Persuading  High-proficiency Students 50 2.300 1.282
Korean Native Speakers 50 3.460 0.734
Intermediate-proficiency Students 50 1.320 1.058

Requesting  High-proficiency Students 50 2.240 1.238
Korean Native Speakers 50 3.440 0.705
Intermediate-proficiency Students 50 1.440 1.091

Inviting High-proficiency Students 50 1.920 1.192
Korean Native Speakers 50 3.280 0.927
Intermediate-proficiency Students 50 1.580 1.180

Ordering High-proficiency Students 50 2.800 1.050
Korean Native Speakers 50 3.640 0.663
Intermediate-proficiency Students 50 5.840 2.534

Overall High-proficiency Students 50 9.260 2.898
Korean Native Speakers 50 13.820 1.650

a a

NNM1517 5 lunmsudn@nyingusedvgedianaiovesrsiuuintiu 9.260 Adiudes
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Table 6 The Comparison of the Overall Perceptions on Indirect Speech Acts of Interrogatives
in Korean among Intermediate-proficiency Students, High-proficiency Students, and

Korean Native Speakers

SS df MS F stat  p-value
Within Groups 1602.840 2 801.420
Overall  Between Groups 859.720 147 5.848 137.032 .000
Total 2462.560 149
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Table 7 The Multiple Comparison of the Perceptions on Indirect Speech Acts of Interrogatives
in Korean among Intermediate-proficiency Students, High-proficiency Students, and

Korean Native Speakers

Type of Act Sample Group p-value
Intermediate-proficiency Students VS High-proficiency Students .001
Persuading Intermediate-proficiency Students VS Korean Native Speakers .000
High-proficiency Students VS Korean Native Speakers .000
Intermediate-proficiency Students VS High-proficiency Students .000
Requesting Intermediate-proficiency Students VS Korean Native Speakers .000
High-proficiency Students VS Korean Native Speakers .000
Intermediate-proficiency Students VS High-proficiency Students .086
Inviting  Intermediate-proficiency Students VS Korean Native Speakers .000
High-proficiency Students VS Korean Native Speakers .000
Intermediate-proficiency Students VS High-proficiency Students .000
Ordering  Intermediate-proficiency Students VS Korean Native Speakers .000
High-proficiency Students VS Korean Native Speakers .000

9nA91971 7 Weneasuradsnegmuismsvearlil wuinlusunliiutivg wanveded
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oehaiidhAynaadiatiszsu 05 WenSsuiisunsiusluduanndngu wui ngusegneseming
NANTEAUNANAURIVBINIWITIUNME LaeNguIEAuaIiuRIveINIYIBNINATNTTUTanUT
Fnvuuanmeiuegnedisdfmeadafisesiu .05 udlungussdunansiusedugdlaifauumnsng
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Table 8 The Relationships between Students’ Korean Language Proficiency and Their

Perceptions of the Indirect Speech Acts in Interrogative Sentences

Type of Act correlation coefficient (r) p-value  Relationship Analysis
Persuading 0.488** .000 Yes Low
Requesting 0.537** .000 Yes Moderate
Inviting 0.414** .000 Yes Low
Ordering 0.598** .000 Yes Moderate
Overall 0.663** .000 Yes Moderate
**p < .05
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