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Abstract

This qualitative research aimed to 1. study the origins and achievements of Sichuan
Province as a strategic transportation hub in the People’s Republic of China. 2. analyze the
opportunities and obstacles of Sichuan Province’s transportation policy and how it affects
Thailand. The research tool implemented in the study was in-depth interviews. Using a
purposive sampling, the samples included the following 3 groups: two Chinese academics,
two Thai academics, and two entrepreneurs undertaking cross-border transportation businesses
in Chiang Rai Province. A SWOT Analysis was utilized to analyze and identify strengths,
weaknesses, opportunities, and threats. The analyzed data was then presented through a
descriptive analysis. The research revealed that: 1) Sichuan Province’s strategic plan and
China’s national strategy were consistent with each other, and both emphasized the
importance of Sichuan Province as the center of transportation for the Western region, and
2) Thailand would receive opportunities through technological exchanges. Technology was
expected to generate wealth to the regions along with the new transportation routes and
help them to overcome the middle-income trap. The obstacles that Thailand would face
include brain drain and a shortage of industrial labors. There would also be problems

concerning transition and connectivity, especially in the countries between Thailand and China.
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Table 1 Comparison of Chengdu-Chongging Economic Circle with other China economic zones

Guangdong, Yangtze River Beijing, Tianjin, Chengdu-

Hong Kong & Delta Hebei Chongqing
Macau Economic Economic Economic
Economic Zone Zone Zone,
Zone
GDP (%) 113 23.7 8.5 7.0
Area (sq km) 5.6 35.8 21.6 18.5
Population (100 million) 0.73 2.27 1.1 1.1
GDP per capita (RMB) 158,900 14,667 76,576 62,588

Source: Thailand Business Information Center in China https://thaibizchina.com/article/
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Table 2 The 13th Five-Year Plan of Key transport investment projects in Sichuan Province

Key transport investment projects in Sichuan Province (2016-2020)

Million-yuan units

Transport Modes Investment Budgets
Railways 230,000
Roadways 480,000
Waterways 20,000
Airways 90,000
The Electric Railway 210,000
Total 1,030,000

Source: the General Office of the People’s Government of Sichuan Province http://www.sc.gov.cn
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Table 3 Plan of Sichuan Province Expressway Network (2008-2030)

Route number Route name Distance (Km.) Status
G5 Beijing-Kunming 1038 Open
G42 Shanghai-Chengdu 358 Open
G65 Baotou - Ma Ming 309 Open
G75 Lanzhou - Haikou - Open
G76 Xiamen - Chengdu 421 Open
G85 Yinchuan - Kunming 185 Open
G93 Chengdu-Chongging Ring Road - Open
G0511 Deyang-Dujiangyan - Under construction
G0512 Chengdu - Leshan - Under construction
G0611 Zhang Ye - Wenquan - Under construction
G0615 De Lingha-Maer Kang - Under construction
G4215 Chengdu - Sun Yi 294 Open
G4216 Chengdu - Lijiang - Under construction
G4A217 Chengdu-Shangdu - Under construction
G4218 Yaan-Ye Cheng - Under construction
G5012 Enshi-Guangyuan - Open
G5013 Chongqing-Chengdu 173 Open
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Table 3 Plan of Sichuan Province Expressway Network (2008-2030) (Continued)

Route number Route name Distance (Km.) Status
G5515 Zhangjiajie - Nanchang 143 Open
G7611 Tujun - Shangri-la - Under construction
G8513 Pingliang - Mianyang 212 Under construction
G8515 Guangan - Luzhou - Under construction
G4202 Chengdu ring roads 85 Open

Souce: http://www.aklggcw.com/news/show.php?itemid=1021
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