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Abstract

Mass media is a form of the public sphere which is expected by society to be an
independent space, free from the domination of state power and capital, as well as providing
an area for people to discuss public issues rationally and encourage social changes according
to democracy. The emergence of mass media from the past to the present encourages each
type of media play its different role in the public sphere due to media natures and social
contexts in each period. Nowadays, digital media or the Internet has played an increasingly
important role in the society. People or receivers are also increasingly consuming the
information through this type of media. Digital media has transformed every aspect of the
journalism paradigm, including media users’ communication and political participation. This
issue is a good reflection of the role of the public sphere in this type of media. However,
the advancement in technology presents not only the benefits. On the other hand, the
technology has also brought impacts on society. The purpose of this article is to point out
the development of the public sphere from the past to the present. The author studied the
role of digital media in the public sphere and the impact on society and found that there
were cases of fake news, echo chambers, and filter bubbles.As a result, the role the digital
media has played remains a challenge for media users, content producers and media

supervisors as well.
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