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Abstract

The development of Palian pepper production potential for local farmers and
enterprises can drive the value chain in the area. Conducting problem analysis and assessing
farmer potential are effective methods to increase production and ensure Good Agricultural
Practices (GAP) standards. To achieve this, 36 farmers were selected from pepper growers in
three districts of Trang Province and surveyed through focus group discussions, interviews,
and questionnaires. Results indicated that the major problems facing pepper growers in the
targeted areas were substandard production and output, pepper diseases, and a lack of
systematic data collection. The assessment of farmers’ potential also revealed a lack of
knowledge and skills for the proper use of pesticides, packaging, and data recording. To enhance
the Safe Plot Standard, it is crucial to focus on addressing issues that are outside farmers’
control. This can be achieved by educating them on how to manage post-harvest products,
particularly in terms of packaging for sale, and urging them to adhere to the Safe Plot Standard

guidelines while keeping accurate records.
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Table 1. Problems of Palian Pepper Growers

Sample

Problems

Plaengyai Pepper
Community Enterprise,
Village No. 9, Khao Wiset
Subdistrict, Wang Wiset
District

Rai Montri Community
Enterprise, Palian
Subdistrict, Palian District
Lamor Local Pepper
Planting Community
Enterprise, Lamor
Subdistrict, Nayong
District

Local plant genetic
preservation community
enterprise (Palian pepper

variety)

Pepper growers often face issues with productivity and plot
management, including a lack of knowledge about best practices
and standardized methods. They also tend to use non-certified
chemicals and plant different pepper species together, which can
affect the quality of the pepper during processing. Additionally,
many growers do not keep systematic records or data about their
household accounting and production methods.

The main problems identified include non-standardized product
grading, lack of systematic data collection, and disease outbreaks
during specific seasons.

The problems identified include planting other pepper varieties
together with Palian pepper, resulting in ungraded black pepper
production that may contain adulteration of other varieties. The
pepper plots are not GAP certified, and there is no systematic
household accounting or data collection. Additionally, there is a
lack of knowledge in selecting pepper cultivars for propagation
and managing disease outbreaks during certain seasons

Farmers have varying practices in selecting and caring for pepper
cultivars, affecting the quality of seedlings. Other issues include
non-certified agricultural practices, lack of data collection, and
insufficient knowledge of disease problems. There is also a need

for community enterprise groups to provide support.
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Table 3. Farmers’ potential for overall safe pepper cultivation practices in each area

Farmers’ potential for overall safe pepper . .
L L Average SD. Practical Potential
cultivation practices in each area

Plaeng-Yai-Pepper Community Enterprise-Moo 9, 241 0.71 Moderate
Khao Wiset Subdistrict, Wang Wiset District, Trang

Province

Community Enterprise of Lamor Local Pepper 247 0.71 Moderate
Planting Group

Raimontri Community Enterprise 2.25 0.87 Moderate
Palian District Pepper Farmers Group 2.66 0.58 Moderate
Local Plant Genetic Conservation Community 2.25 0.87 Moderate

Enterprise (Palian Pepper)
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