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Abstract

Undertaking Social Sciences and Humanities research that involves collecting data
on or from human participants involves an ethical review from the Institution Review Board.
Researchers’ knowledge and attitudes toward an ethical review process is a crucial component
in research ethics. The objective of this study was to investigate knowledge and attitudes
toward principles of research ethics and an ethical review process among Social Sciences
and Humanities researchers. This qualitative study was conducted, using semi-structured
interviews with 29 researchers in Social Sciences and Humanities who seek the ethical review
from the Institutional Review Board (IRB) of Institution for Population and Social Research at
Mahidol University Thailand during July 2020 — December 2021. Interview data was analysed
using thematic analysis. The results showed that participants placed importance on knowledge
on confidentiality, respect for person, benificence, justice, informed consent, accuracy in
research methodology and criteria for the IRB approval that increased the chances of getting
the approval. The participant’s attitudes appeared to focus toward good ethical practices
in research, proper ethical review process, and knowledge and expertise of the IRB committee.
The findings suggest a need for research ethics mechanisms for improving researcher capacity
with respect to knowledge and practices in research ethics and methodology. The IRB capacity
strengthening is also important to ensure that the appropriate ethical standards are upheld
and the researchers increase their knowledge and postitive attitudes toward obtaining an
IRB approval.

Keywords: Knowledge, Attitudes, Research Ethics, Social Sciences and Humanities Research,
Ethical Review Process
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Figure 1 Conceptual framework

ADWSLA:RONGYOLUINIVgENEAUMENSIIa:UUGEAENS pa - N{UaE i W il 329
COKANDSESSSUMSIVEUAUIIRA:NMISYONSSUSON SIS SSUMSIDEIUAU

ct
o

1 37 QUUA 2 (WWeU - 0NUNEU 2567)




ASANNTIAINAAIILYBIANIN "A38555UNTIVY" FeUsenaulume ManasussSUNMTIVY
A5YDSUTBITTYTITUNNTIVY AMZNTTUNITIIUTITUATIVNY WATNITTUTDIDIUTITUNTIVNY NUNBD
"P3e55TUMTIT LA

328UToNITIY
N1399AKUUNISANEI

nsfnwdlFasn193sisnmunindaen1sdun1ualifadn (In-Depth Interview) fu
tnidendnveslassmsidslunguanindsaumanfuazuyvemaniiddasnsidonveiuses
TIYFTINNTIIIINAULNTTUNTILFTINMTIVEIUAL @010 Usz N TazdIaN Uiiveaeuing
msanuniilfidenmasnssumssisssumsiieluauresanthidoussnnsuasdenn aminendesiina
Junsdifnw flesnifunhenuddyrewninedoufinaifinnsannuddedudaumans
Usznsenans waziiieafes Tnonnznssunisn Sadtudusd 2528 shnthiflunisiansan
UsEIAuases5IUNTIde MensnavdnvesaaTuldeussnnswasdenu fe msvihanidesudsenns
wardsaniidnansznuguiienisiamunidsdy feduszaunisalndnaidefinsounquuszing
Tuvannvanenguuaznsyifdeluvansuiun Tuts 5 Uik @ 2561-2565) Angnssuns s
AI5ULATINNTIFEUSEUL 2,000 TASINS NuideilatunsfusesaInAuENTINNNTISUs T
nadeluau anntiddeUssannsuazdinu unmvendsuiing (uneauluiuses COA. No. 2021/12-230)

nguithvaneglunsinuni fe tnidelunguanivdaumansuazanuemans ianuzdu
tinfine 819138 vieyamnsapaiuayu fiddasinsideindangnssunsstesssunideluay
an1tiideussanauazdeny Tusswinadiounsngiay we. 2563 — Sunew we. 2564 Fadu
srazhafiGufinsliluunenunanisseiuaiessaulasinisnisidsatuudluangn wasdu
Tasimideilesunssusenda Inglisinsuunadmwesnisudly

msﬁﬂ‘mﬁﬁmiﬁ’mﬁaﬂﬂduLﬁ’mmmmumsm (Purposive Sampling) InevinmsAntaantiniqe

o '

fidalasanmsidelurisssaznaseiafeunsngia 1. 2563 - Sur1Au w.A. 2564 ALY
ffnsdanguauUssniminendouiing es ndninusinsiarsandmuanguauion [12) uae
AndeninITeauaniunn taun Unfinwr 219138 UnF wasyransavatuayy egees
mienuay 3 au lunsduienhenuidnidldesulusdazanmunin Mefnwiandendiuoy
muisinsdants fasledmdenudaldsunugBuidnsiuniside 29 au an 12 mhenu @nmsdey

47 AU) PawaEnIlY Table 1

eElo) Parichart Journal Knowledge and Attitudes of Social Sciences and Humanities Researchers
Vol. 37 No. 2 (April - June 2024) Toward Principles of Research Ethics and Ethics Review Application




Table 1. Number of study participants classified by academic discipline

o Number of invited Number of interviewed
Academic discipline

participants participants

Total (12 Organizations) a7 29
Social Sciences and Humanities-Social 39 2
Sciences (SHS) (9 Organizations)

Student 21 9

Faculty member 14 11

Supporting staff 4 3
Social Sciences and Humanities- 8 6
Humanities (SHH) (3 Organizations)

Student 3 1

Faculty member 5 5

Supporting staff - -
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Table 2. Knowledge and Attitudes of participants towards research ethical issues

Theme Main issue
Knowledge  Ethical principle - Respect for person (Confidentiality,
Informed consent
- Beneficence
- Justice
IRB review process - Application process
- Required documents
Research methodology - Format of research proposal
- Appropriateness of research
methodology
IRB committee - Criteria for the IRB approval
Attitudes Ethical practices in - Good practices in research
research - Research benefits

- Confidence in research

- Protecting human research participants
- Research timeframe

- Completeness of research information

IRB application process = Suitability of documents required for IRB
review in consideration
- Convenience and suitability of the
document submission process
= Quick coordination in submission process

IRB committee - knowledge and expertise of the IRB
committee
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