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Abstract

This research article aims to study the representation of animals in Jack London's
novel The Call of the Wild, first published in 1903, using the framework of animal studies,
myth, and semiotics as tools for analysis. The main issues are divided into two parts. These
include 1) the myth of the relationship between humans and animals as pets. It is found
that the character "Buck," who is a dog in the story, is given a role that resembles a human,
reflecting virtues and love. And the loyalty that animals have towards humans leads to
questions about the rights, equality, and welfare of animals in human society, even within
the cultural context created by humans. 2) The myth of the relationship between humans
and animals as wild animals indicates that Buck is not merely a pet that has transformed
into a wild animal but also demonstrates the ability to form relationships with others, learn
socially, and exhibit leadership among animals, reflecting a fully restored natural power. The
important discovery indicates that Buck's transition from a pet to a wild animal is a liberation
back to his original state, which, although primitive, is imbued with grace and survival

intelligence.
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“His father, Elmo, a huge St. Bernard, had been the Judge’s inseparable companion,
and Buck bid fair to follow in the way of his father. He was not so large,-he weighed
only one hundred and forty pounds,-for his mother, Shep, had been a Scotch shepherd
dog. Nevertheless, one hundred and forty pounds, to which was added the dignity that

comes of good living and respect, enabled him to carry himself in right royal fashion.” [3]
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And over this great demesne Buck ruled. Here he was born, and here he had lived
the four years of his life. It was true, there were other dogs. There could not but be
other dogs on so vast a place, but they did not count. They came and went, resided in
the populous kennels, or lived obscurely in the recesses of the house after the fashion
of Toots. [3]
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But Buck was neither house-dog nor kennel-dog. The whole realm was his. He
plunged into the swimming tank or went hunting with the Judge’s sons; he escorted
Mollie and Alice, the Judge’s daughters, on long twilight or early morning rambles; on
wintry nights he lay at the Judge’s feet before the roaring library fire; he carried the
Judge’s grandsons on his back, or rolled them in the grass, and guarded their footsteps
through wild adventures down to the fountain in the stable yard, and even beyond,
where the paddocks were, and the berry patches. Among the terriers he stalked
imperiously, and Toots and Ysabel he utterly ignored, for he was king,—king over all

creeping, crawling, flying things of Judge Miller’s place, humans included. [3]
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Level of utility (and level of sensory perception)

Buck As a pet/urban animal

Level of Mythologies

Buck is a part of the pet and urban animal culture. Protector, Caretaker

Figure 1 Mythologies in the dimension of cultural commmunication
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The Judge was at a meeting of the Raisin Growers’ Association, and the boys were
busy organizing an athletic club, on the memorable night of Manuel’s treachery. No one
saw him and Buck go off through the orchard on what Buck imagined was merely a stroll. And
with the exception of a solitary man, no one saw them arrive at the little flag station known

as College Park. This man talked with Manuel, and money chinked between them. [3]
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Buck had accepted the rope with quiet dignity. To be sure, it was an unwonted
performance: but he had learned to trust in men he knew, and to give them credit for

a wisdom that outreached his own. [3]
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The dominant primordial beast was strong in Buck, and under the fierce conditions
of trail life it grew and grew. Yet it was a secret growth. His new-born cunning gave him

poise and control. [3]
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The blood-longing became stronger than ever before. He was a killer, a thing that
preyed, living on the things that lived, unaided, alone, by virtue of his own strength and
prowess, surviving triumphantly in a hostile environment where only the strong survived.
Because of all this he became possessed of a great pride in himself, which communicated
itself like a contagion to his physical being. It advertised itself in all his movements, was
apparent in the play of every muscle, spoke plainly as speech in the way he carried

himself, and made his glorious furry coat if anything more glorious. [3]
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Level of utility (and level of sensory perception)

Buck As a wild animal

Level of Mythologies

Buck in Wilderness Brutality, Savagery

Figure 2 Mythologies in the dimension of cultural communication.
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His cunning was wolf cunning, and wild cunning; his intelligence, shepherd intelligence

and St. Bernard intelligence; and all this, plus an experience gained in the fiercest of

schools, made him as formidable a creature as any that roamed the wild. A carnivorous

animal, living on a straight meat diet, he was in full flower, at the high tide of his life,

overspilling with vigor and virility. [3]
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