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Abstract

The Maulid Central Celebration of Thailand is not merely a religious ritual but a
multidimensional event that plays a vital role in shaping Muslim identity, fostering interfaith
understanding, and reinforcing the relationship between religion, the state, and the monarchy
within Thailand’s multicultural society. This study examines the political and socio-cultural
significance of the celebration through qualitative research methods, including document
analysis, historical records, and digital media sources. Findings reveal that the Maulid Central
Celebration functions as a strategic platform for expressing the cultural and religious identity
of Thai Muslims. Beyond its spiritual core, the event incorporates exhibitions, traditional
Islamic performances, and halal food markets, offering an inclusive space for cultural exchange
and the reduction of religious prejudice. The sustained royal patronage evident in the
participation of members of the Thai monarchy since 1963 underscores the symbolic and
practical support of the state for Muslim communities. The study further applies the
theoretical frameworks of Functionalism and the Religion-Politics Nexus to illustrate how
the celebration strengthens social cohesion, legitimizes state authority, and contributes to
national stability. As such, the Maulid Central Celebration of Thailand emerges as a significant
example of how religion, monarchy, and state policy are interwoven to promote harmony

and balance in a pluralistic nation.
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Figure 2. His Majesty King Maha Vajiralongkorn Bodindradebayavarangkun presides over the
opening ceremony of the Maulid Central Celebration of Thailand in 2017 (Hijri Year 1438).
Source: http//www.publicpostonline.net/13818

fatiy unannanssndunsisnssunite “s15e8ndnwal” (Identity Maintenance) uag
“nslasledyanunl” (Symbolic Politics) Maaxlesdunavessy maun wasdsvyisudimeniu
pgraduenanwalvesine

nanIsAnwIazaAUsIENE

muandananausUszmelng Sl Juiesignssumeemaunvin mnuadaudAY
Tuldsdsanuarnisides Tnvausadnsegsiiiunsevuuidaniiififien (Functionalism) way
muduiusszremanuaznsidles (Religion and Politics) fiazsieunisldnuimemanntuns
afaonam madenlesiuantuiy wazmsiaiuaisdndnualvosuvuyadiluignyinmsssy
TnawnAnmaniteldsdlatiunumdeden maw waznsdiesluuiuniidudouresusumelne

S8 Parichart Journal Islam and Thai Society:
Vol. 39 No. 2 March-April 2026) The Role of the Maulid Central Celebration of Thailand Beyond a Religious Ritual




1. fiAutiiidey (Functionalism): 1undanandlugiuznalnadaatiosnimniedeny

wuAavtdienves Emile Durkheim [25] no93n Aawnduanidudifayiiviniig
vaeviaeunaA1 e wazanuiAnfuniafen (Collective Consciousness) luvyjasndndany
Tneitiugdn fBnssumsmaundldfinuamsmaunfiosogiaien mnuidsduadenisasegves
suisumsdmsluninsandnde luusuni susndanaaissemalnganunsafiaudndy
"WEnTIuTINMY" (Collective Ritual) ﬁﬁuﬁwﬁﬁamﬁm%mmmmzmaé’aﬂméwﬁmﬁm

Usensusn undanarsiminiidu nalnlunisiaduadrsauaniudust (Social
Solidarity) melugausadalne Insianzestedsluuiuniimyadunsyaeieglufiuiivng  voq
Uszina LLazawLm?uzymmiﬁﬂimLﬁam%gﬂv‘fﬂﬁlﬂugu (Otherness) A1AUITUNTAUSTIUNEN
suundadadufiuiifvhlimnaldnduindenlssiusadnuaimemau Jausss wazanudy
G RTIGhTES

Fregaiiiulddn fe miﬁszmagaémmﬂﬁgamﬂiﬁ NTUNN UaEIINInfe 9 Uszane
sadunadhsaufanssululszdmnl lnefanssunielunu wu nsenudansetu Msussenessue
m3dndnssansimusssudaaty waznisdmiigenmsenata lddufisanisuanseanyemau
Wity urgevhmthiidu fuftadeddnuiesndnualsan way fuitvaendemeimusssu (Safe Space)
duiuyadulvelunmsuansanunaniilaseasnsuway Tuusssuveswuesetulamy Geertz [25]
wenafamaunlugius "seuuvesdnydnual’ fmdslumsinsyifounuAnuagnafinssuvesau
Nuandnnansidsldliiesnissidninisdszghvesmaniydudin (v.a.) widadunisuanseands
szuudnydnualvesmuuyadulunilne faenndesiuanaesnisegsiuiiludeuminnsssy

wananil SeanunsaIeudisuiu Maulid Celebrations Tudszmeselus Fasguna
atduayumsinnuveswuagyady ouandiifuiamsianswanuvanamanememauiluuiun
vossyastlvl Mutalib [26] nusndnluiaesszmadeiunumadneiu fe Wunalndenansseuing
A 917 wary wanduedesdlelumsaisduinmuuiiugureanssensushdnualfivarnane

Snilsliifiddnio ms?l wszamnndidd viedununszesdiafanszsaiuiulunsadanu
wansliiiudannuddgnisdydnvalodnads Tnslanivediadiludvaioves nszumauia
wsziegiisynadl 9 fnsaadian Wanuundanasedaioniuiued ne. 2506 Wuduan
foudunis "Susesegradunienis’ Guan%'gimsm'amm%mﬁmaﬂmamﬁamﬂuﬁuﬁmﬁﬁw
(Public Recognition) Asii@enndasfuluafnues Parsons fiuasin Aawuazianssudunumaday
luns ysansseuuAdeusevinsandundneng q Tudean Wy aaun n1silles uazasouasy
Tnsiwgludsauarielmifivarnvans maundsddiunumlunshediuahaaiosnmeslassad
GAGHIEERRH

nuindenanuissamdlng Slfdufeionssusdndsmanusutaludemauinty
vnnusivimthlugue “nalavihfifen” fdaesunsedufustsdiafiosnmmesyadsludsaslneg
waztduniivesnsBudusndnual lesumddlviruyuvuyady uaz@enlostulnsaisvesigineg

o

Tugue SNy InnueTTUog UL

Sdanunudvaulng: _ ‘ osdsunsya [
UNUINYOOOUILIEANAWIKOUSHINATNIALINNIIWS NSSUNDANEUN UN 39 auun 2 ([DunAU-IVIgU 2569)




v o 4

2. IAAuduiusszndneenauILaznIsilies Munaanasluguenuinggu

a

FENINSFUasYNYUY RN

Tuuumesigadislml anuduiusszrimauwasnadodldldfugnasmuuums
gy adouuuunz Fusn mnusdsasissegluguuuuiitanguuasnaunduiulasiainsiunavessy
wiiazlie unAanaaisUsenelnesenagnuedlugiuy “Nuitdydnuel” AdaliAnmsseses
LazlsadesunasEninaigine fuguuaduanelinseunrudiniusiitina o

msfidruesislunsdnnuanianans lidnesdulugluuuresmsaivayusuyssana
MIdEunuNsTaIRdnsWAE viensanenenanfisilanulnsviriuiend druasriouliiiiud
msleaunduedesiislunisadsauveusssunenisies (Political Legitimation) #denndes
fulnAnYes José Casanova [9] sz enawlshaemglunnituiiassasvessgaiell windy
“Wasuguuuy” wiesuldidmnevessuasgluuiuvilmi q

vilslusegefidaaufio ASWanuLNAAnas dalddunisaenonandnlnsviminnd
TneiinsdnaneiisnssunarAusaseiiuianuddyvosmaundaanluuiunvewiiling
nsuanseondsdgdnualivuivinlisgaunse adenmdnuaivessueslugiuy “Seflansneniu
waINMa1en13eaw” (Religiously Pluralist State) wavvenegiuauteusssuludmnauussesu
fiffgnussineguennszuavesignans wu snyadsludminmeusuniald uuaRnues Peter van
der Veer [27] Tinsauddgyin mmé’uﬁuéiij’1n%fgﬁ’umauﬂu%’gmé’qmmﬁﬂmﬁﬂa&juuﬁugm
91 “msUszanumnuduiusiBednydnual (Symbolic Accommodation)” Fssgweneugnuiy

&

guruemanHudydnuailinisusemeaussy vunfefumeumauiosidiuiiiuns
wansooniemuainAnd weat “niseenulugtugnaiiies” (Citizenship Recognition) ddlu
nstlveting YusuyadufinuaninuAnfdeaa I TunszsumngmsgnIuuNg NNSNa1FUNITNAY
vIefanTIURANnNsEIRgsAngluuNEanas

Tuealouiy nMsadvayunuwndanaisdaldldiissnisdaasufanssumneenau) mnus
gyazyiou q‘wﬁmam%“ﬂaﬁglmiumsa%ﬁqmmﬁumL%ﬁwuﬁiim (Cultural Security Strategy) i
wenguinwduiusn vy sveui BN ssfiseniulusEiuNA wasldutianussinu
sosrunaisluiiuiisoulmmienisiles Wy Swiameuald winuedunseuiSeudisusewing
Usena nsdivasdulaili@elugn New Order meléusesunduigensln Afimnundnendstu Taod
Fgldnfin1eEaun W nuwnda v3eRanssuvesnas Nahdlatul Ulama (NU) wag Muhammadiyah
iearaiusiingynansfleauazmuauunumvesmauiludnuae “mauniuliss” Hefner [26]
9819l5Anu ANuwanasddAe Tudulatlide nisldmaunlunenisdlesfivualduagnaedu
iwdesfiovesngurausslovifindsduiuszrinssuaresdnsmann luvasilusemalneg susnan
nansfanagnanseglunsevveaidnssusgioniimuaulaessuaysadiniduddy

wamsAnuElRdiun suendanaidulssmalneildfeianssuman uidadu “ni
WTBIN” Sewinesginefuguruyay Aieesiiuidlunsadanmdnul misveusssu

Aa v o 5.

wazANUdITUSITdy s vl adennuuAswasgninusssalussugen?

o

Sl Parichart Journal Islam and Thai Society:
Vol. 39 No. 2 March-April 2026) The Role of the Maulid Central Celebration of Thailand Beyond a Religious Ritual




nsaAUsIENa

mMsfinwunumvesusnannansuisUsemelve Ingldnseuuwifnues Jose Casanova [9]
Fos “manduimeseauilufiufiassnz” uay Peter van der Veer [27] gy “mausvau
AwdiiudiBsdydnualseninesgiumaun” edapmedmiifsiuamudiuside nasening
Suavyuvunadiludeesiingsiwas Tnoiamnglunivesnsliidnssumauiiotaguszasdnisnis
Wipuardausssuluusunnydiay

1. aaunluguziniasiiofgiunisadaenniwwy Taiusssu

nusndanandilddiinegluguesisnssfiownduenos ulssghvesmanyduvsinmii
mnuadsaieufenagnsvessginglunisasne “anunaundumneiausssu” (Cultural Integration)
runnslinssuseaddaydnvaliaznsiidiusuvesantunssimnenie sl deandasiunuafn
94 Van der Veer [27] faueinfgudsenaniausinly “in3esiiomeinmsssy” lumsauduiuae
aruvpusTaluuifidaaman e Anusuazaaw

nsfidusinvesdgrusuyssina Whmihfiszdugs uagmstevesfisnssuiudevdn 1y
fegnavesmeilrmaunaneilu “amnssuiisgruan” iedensisuszaneuin sususadniy
drunilsveswnd ffedsit Hefner [28] wnsnanislutiunduladidodn fganunsa “ysanmseaun
dglasanisauduwif” (Religion Incorporated into Nation-building Project) Falunsdivesing
suns@eslesiana 1w ndnuaivemszumngnssinselianuddyiuauanin uway
duasuanuiilaseninmann

2. ruundalugusiuiidesassiunassuineguureveuiuiy

nsdanuandanatlunsanne Walsmdliyuwuladuangiiniadie q lagianizan
younld Iidandunumiluiufinansvessgine deiluns “Unsnidevesyeveugaudnany”
(Voice from the Periphery) Sailuguuuunilwasnssesammssunalagldmaunduniosie

vedisglnelinuananfieainsmiureusssuuaranussin gusuyaduesildindi
waRIDBNTeALING (Loyalty Signaling) wazanulunalilaa (Citizenship Claims) KMun1suasne
nsthiaueTanusssy nMsnangunsnay waznsiidusauluiSnssusediin shil fodunseuiu
NSUDINT “FTesnanual” (Identity Negotiation) %ﬂﬂiaaamimdwiwdﬂa%’gﬁ’usqmumam

3. WisuitsuiuuTunduladiewazaniade: anumilouiisneiu

Tuvauziisznalnglinusndanarafioduaiunmdnualiisaunaundy uiadouas
Sulniidondunandiiufaiinniadiemesnuanaefiduiugan Insowglugaves New Order
vosdulniifeiisgnensmniuauesdnsmauaene Nahdlatul Ulama T duiusinsmissiuna (28]
viielunstivesniadeiinssanadoadsmann wu PAS Ieundadufiufissausnatumismaun
wazdeaulouigansisng [29)

dlowSeuidisuiulng asduiinusnialneiuanuduiusddudnuaiuazania
innihmstiduiuiiedoulmmeniaedasnss uwilleumensuuansoonnisdndnual uinng
Jnnstsegmeldnseuiisgeenuuunazarunuetauuuiiioy Sasvieulifiudsdnuazionzaes

Saanunudonulng: . _ ‘ o1sdsunsSyn
UNUINYOOOUILIEANAWIKOUSHINATNIALINNIIWS NSSUNDANEUN UN 39 auun 2 ([DunAU-IVIgU 2569)




Sglnediiiu “Yansssuwienuduniadion (Culture of Unity) annadmadaiuilienaundu
WA DIDE1UTIAF

4. ansunluituiiansisusuuulng: anadaidiaauasnisuszandld

nsdlveosnuanannaninandliiuinuuaAnues Casanova [9] Bod “N1snduLnUeAau
Tuituilansisaz” Sldmnedsmsimessatlnivieomaidesuuasmiaauely winusdauise
gndinuvadliiduduniwesnsiaduaissgriluguuuuimanzauiuuiumams nuandalulng
3@15@1@mé’ﬁgwmmﬂﬁmagmmmamwhﬁ?u wiidsavioufienIuaNNT0veITTlUNITYIUINTG
mawdhfulasinmsnesntludnuasiilindgni wazdinvinnuainnuvedlasaiemise
swdtinbiegnuwuuiiiou

d3UNaN1339Y

NMsfnvunumvesnundanatsisUsswalngluuiundianlng wudn unge
nansladlyifieafanssuniuasesiulszafveviumanyduln (Feadanegezdedizdad) Wity
mnusiunuwiluvanedd anseaun dseu uaznnadles lavaseulidiufisenuideulssseuing
gnanualyaduy andunsrunnyesy uaznisegsuiuludmunyiausssueganauniu

Tuguemann Mundanantiedudiunssnssinydnanvalvesyusuyadululssmelne
Tridssagetnaflifiosiuazdnin? viunansuunvesiglanide (Secular State) sufanssuiilda
nhaunyararily laiesdunisuansdayfansssudaany n1sdndnssenismaun waznnssmng
omnseana Ssdudldutislunsmeunsanudilaignieaieafudaan uazanendnisenaun
Tumjusznvuimly

Tufifniedeny musndanarshmihiduiuiiasisuzdmiunisiomsuazaiisany
dutusszrinsmatinusinsmaunlulsumalne lnsewigiunsdnfanssuilisianmeynyady
i mnualaFuussvrunnaNeg ey sagsldsuanumionnvatsniaday o1
YIBUTITANT AunANLady 1envy uazdenavy Jeteazvioudiniudulylalunisane
“depunInIusTTIBIYTIUINIS”

Tufifnenisidies NuwndananswisUsemalvedunildudydnvelddyvesansduius
sgrsanunszamndmsdivenineyady lnefimsafansessaniurioununsyosiundu
Jsyonilufitidanuogseidiosiusty wea. 2506 Wuduun reliaearmmagilaluaady
walodlnevesady uaziasuaisruveusssuvessgineluuTunveinsUnasaaiansNAAL]
WAL IMUSTIUOUNAIN AN YRIUTY U YUY

SolsiirinunseuunAamiifiien (Functionalism) wuin svusndnnansldUfdamehi
Hunalnfidaeumnudulnusuvesdaen Tnewiuunumussmauilugiuglassaisiivasusiugau
mﬂ‘wmﬂwmaﬁmwwﬁmmmmﬁﬂﬁLLazﬂﬂiagﬁamﬁ’uaéwaé’ua YUz Tislefin SN ToU “Anatn
wazgnsiiles” (Religion and Politics) Ainuan uunannasdaduniidgylunisuansoeninig

gansUANUNAINAIBYRIsg Ve warAusialiewesulsuelidydnvalasaaTunssunegn3d

(508 Parichart Journal Islam and Thai Society:
Vol. 39 No. 2 March-April 2026) The Role of the Maulid Central Celebration of Thailand Beyond a Religious Ritual




’Lums@LLmJisszmuagaamemLauamﬂﬁ’uﬂamwumam?ﬁu

oananléin uundananuiilsemealneeiiuiiuienisioasinumaun anusdle
Trarfausssn wazanudeslondeaantuseninaman yuvu waydy JeidedAndaiensdueiy
fudnmuaziennmuesdaulnglusyezen

LONE1581994

[1] Imtiyaz, Y. (2015). The Middle East and Muslim Southeast Asia: Implications of the Arab
Spring. http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com/Public/focus/essay1009 southeast
asia.html

[2] Thanet, A. (2006). History of Islam in Thailand. Silkworm Books.

[3] McCargo, D. (2008). Tearing apart the land: Islam and legitimacy in southern Thailand.
Cornell University Press.

[4] Yusuf, I. W. (2020). Islam and the state in Thailand: Negotiating the space between identity
and citizenship. In The politics of Islamic identity in Southeast Asia (pp. 129-148).
ISEAS.

[5] Bangstad, S. (2011). Saba Mahmood and anthropological feminism after virtue. Theory,
Culture & Society, 28(3), 28-54.

[6] EL Aswad, E. (2002). Narrating the Mawlid in Upper Egypt: Between text and performance.
Journal of Folklore Research, 39(3), 263-281.

[7] Parsons, T. (1951). The social system. Routledge & Kegan Paul.

[8] Weber, M. (1963). The sociology of religion. Beacon Press.

[9] Casanova, J. (1994). Public religions in the modern world. University of Chicago Press.

[10] Shils, E. (1981). Tradltion. University of Chicago Press.

[11] Creswell, J. W. (2013). Qualitative inquiry and research design: Choosing among five
approaches (3rd ed.). SAGE.

[12] Merriam, S. B., & Tisdell, E. J. (2016). Qualitative research: A guide to design and
implementation (4th ed.). Jossey-Bass.

[13] Mayring, P. (2000). Qualitative content analysis. Forum Qualitative Sozialforschung/
Forum: Qualitative Social Research, 1(2). https://doi.org/10.17169/fgs-1.2.1089

[14] Durkheim, E. (1915). The elementary forms of the religious life. Macmillan.

[15] Bellah, R. N. (1967). Civil religion in America. Daedalus, 96(1), 1-21.

[16] Schielke, S. (2007). Public performances of the pilgrimage: The Maulid festivals of Egypt.
Leiden University Press.

[17] Ahmed, L. (1992). Women and gender in Islam: Historical roots of a modern debate.

Yale University Press.

Saanunudonulng: . _ ‘ 21sasusya
UNUINYOOOUILIEANAWIKOUSHINATNIALINNIIWS NSSUNDANEUN UN 39 auun 2 ([DunAU-IVIgU 2569)




[18] Kaptein, N. J. G. (1994). Muhammad'’s birthday festival: Early history in the Central Muslim
lands and development in the Muslim West until the 10th/16th century. Brill.

[19] Yusuf, I. W. (2010). Islamic identity and integration in Thailand. Prince of Songkla
University Press.

[20] Yegar, M. (2002). Between integration and secession: The Muslim communities of the
southern Philippines, southern Thailand, and western Burma/Myanmar. Lexington
Books.

[21] Chutintaranond, S., & Amatayakul, P. (Eds.). (2011). The Monarchy and Muslims in
Thailand. The Institute of Asian Studies, Chulalongkorn University.

[22] Farouk, O. (2018). Islam and multiculturalism in Thailand: Negotiating minority status.
Journal of Muslim Minority Affairs, 38(4), 567-589.

[23] Abdullah, A. (1996). The formation of a Muslim identity in Indonesia: An overview. Studia
Islamika, 3(1), 1-21.

[24] Yusuf, I. W., & Othman, N. (2013). Muslim minorities in Thailand: Political participation
and identity negotiation. Journal of Muslim Minority Affairs, 33(3), 345-362.

[25] Geertz, C. (1973). The interpretation of cultures. Basic Books.

[26] Mutalib, H. (2008). Singapore Malays: Being ethnic minority and Muslim in a global
city state. Routledge.

[27] Van der Veer, P. (1996). Religious nationalism: Hindus and Muslims in India. University
of California Press.

[28] Hefner, R. W. (2000). Civil Islam: Muslims and democratization in Indonesia. Princeton
University Press.

[29] Liow, J. C. (2009). Piety and politics: Islamism in contemporary Malaysia. Oxford

University Press.

(YA Parichart Journal Islam and Thai Society:
Vol. 39 No. 2 March-April 2026) The Role of the Maulid Central Celebration of Thailand Beyond a Religious Ritual




