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Abstract

The objective of this article is to examine the rise of the reading public in History of
Modern Thai Education Management in the Period of King Rama V and King Rama VI. The
findings revealed that education policy of the state has had a significant role for fostering a
reading culture since King Rama V's reign. Currently, the government has recognized the
value of literacy in the formation of contemporary citizens, as well as the construction of
modern state through creating modern contents for people’s reading. However, since the
context of Thai society has changed and interacted with the global setting, the contents and
objectives of reading have occurred diversely, particularly reading that challenges the ruler's
control. Reading is thus regulated by the state. It determines what should and should not
be read, and educational materials can be monitored. In addition to rejecting traditional Thai
literary culture, the state also values elite-written literature and books as representations of

a civilized state.
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Table 1 The table shows the number of literate and illiterate people in 1911

Monthon Number of Male Female
population Literate literate Literate IUliterate
Bangkok 931,171 - - - -

Ayutthaya 548,165 117,139 152,817 9647 268,562

Chanthaburi 136,463 33,559 36,296 3,019 63,589
Chumphon 166,402 45774 37,166 5,842 77,620

Nakhon Chai Si 287,631 45,798 95,962 5,827 140,044
Nakhon Ratchasima 502,218 85,634 162,973 916 252,695
Nakhon Sawan 287,668 49,340 93,380 1,116 143,832
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Table 1 The table shows the number of literate and illiterate people in 1911 (continue)

Monthon Number of Male Female
population  Literate lliterate Literate IUiterate
Nakhon Si 474,266 102,256 136,289 10,312 229,409
Pattani 276,695 14,795 122,792 1,782 137,323
Prachin Buri 325,271 68,613 94,092 19,136 143,430
Phitsanulok 249,856 48,516 73,261 1,610 126,469
Payap 1,223,761 10,548 595,952 386 616,875
Phetchabun 74,007 9,414 27,296 198 37,169
Phuket 230,037 31,108 94,019 5,225 99,685
Ratchaburi 426,825 76,513 134,509 22,339 193,464
Esarn 1,455,497 77,060 615,155 1,109 762,165
Udon 666,405 17,897 309,325 292 338,891
Total 7,335,237 633,972 2,781,284 88,756 3,631,225
Percent 100 11.36 37.90 1.20 49.50

Origin: (Warunee Osatharam, 1981)
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