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Abstract:

Background and Objectives: In modern society, many people view life as a struggle
between personal gain and its impact on others, leading to ripple effects across society,
including the workplace, family, and governance. These circumstances have contributed
to increasing social conflicts, inequality, and challenges in maintaining justice and social
harmony. Therefore, promoting moral values alongside legal principles has become
increasingly important in addressing these issues and fostering sustainable social
development. The rule of law, as envisioned by His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyade;j
(Rama IX), focuses on selecting Buddhist principles to develop individuals and address
problems in various social contexts. His royal vision emphasized that legal principles
should be accompanied by moral integrity, compassion, responsibility, and public-mindedness
in order to achieve good governance and social peace. The integration of Buddhist
teachings with the rule of law provides practical guidance for individual conduct as well
as institutional and community development. This research aims to study: 1) the
communication of Buddhist principles that promote the rule of law; and 2) the application
of the rule of law in the Pa Sak Chonlasit Dam project, which serves as an example of
applying the royal philosophy to promote effective governance, public participation, and
sustainable resource management.

Methods: This is a qualitative research study using secondary data and content analysis,
conducted according to the research objectives.

Results: The research findings indicate that the success of the Pa Sak Chonlasit Dam
project stems from the fairness received by the people at every stage of its implementation.
This dam serves as a case study reflecting how the rule of law is consistently integrated
into His Majesty’s working principles. His Majesty’s approach employed the middle path,
rationality, and the ability to manage risk. Comparing the three aspects of the project’s
success the implementation, the benefits to the local population, and the overall project
achievement these three components are aligned, mutually reinforcing, and contribute
to the sustainable development goals in all five areas.

Application of this study: The working methods of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej
truly reflect the application of the rule of law. Through his work, he incorporated principles
that promoted the rule of law a legal framework used to control and establish rules for
people to live in society fairly. The principles he applied to the rule of law were integrated
into his own “development goals.”
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Conclusions: His Majesty’s working method employed the four Buddhist methods of
communication to explain to the officials responsible for the project and the people affected
by land expropriation in the dam construction area. The goal was sustainable development,
fostering correct understanding through the principle of Yonisomanasikara (wise reflection)
at the ethical level. The principles that promoted cooperation and unity were the Six
Principles of Saraniya Dhamma and the Seven Principles of Aparihaniya Dhamma.
His Majesty demonstrated exceptional ingenuity in integrating these principles into
his work, demonstrating a democratic approach and achieving the five sustainable
development goals.

Keywords: Communication of Buddhist principles; Rule of law; Pasak Chonlasit Dam roject
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Table 1. Showing the results of the Pasak Jolasid Dam Study Project in 3 parts (3 pillars)

The rule of law in working according to royal initiatives

Project Interpretation

Operation What local people receive Project Success

Pasak The main purpose of The people in the area where The success of sustainable  The operations

Jolasid building the dam was to the dam will be built have water resource management of all 3 parts are

Dam  provide a source of irrigation received compensation that of Thailand by the genius of consistent and

water to alleviate water must be paid for the land that His Majesty King Bhumibol =~ promote each

shortages during droughts  the government will purchase. Adulyadej The control of other in the

and alleviate all disasters in If it is based on Section 22 of water volume in the Pa Sak same direction

the Pa Sak River Basin, the the Expropriation of Real River reduces the impact on and have
lower Chao Phraya River Estate Act B.E. 2530, it must the Chao Phraya River. It achieved
Basin, including Bangkok be purchased according to the helps prevent and alleviate  success in

and its vicinity. The project appraisal price of the Land flooding in the wet areas of accordance with

implementation used the Department, which the the Pa Sak River basin and the sustainable

principle and important method, governor gave a higher areas downstream of the development

which was participation. dam, such as Saraburi, Phra
Nakhon Si Ayutthaya,

Bangkok and its vicinity,

appraisal price than the goals of people,

He used the “public hearing” minimum appraisal price. In environment,

method in the project addition, compensation for prosperity,

management, which is a buildings and standing trees  which helps reduce economic peace and

simple and straightforward has been determined by the = damage. The direct benefit  cooperation.

method. The government
organized meetings at
various levels and held
discussions with the people
to find a compromise that
was successful. In the end,
99 percent of the people
agreed and agreed to use
the land before knowing the
price and receiving the
money, so the project could
begin. Public relations and
explanations to the people
are very important and must
be done continuously. The
important thing that he
always emphasized in the
development work is that
any development project
must avoid causing problems

Property Inspection Committee,
including determining the
depreciation of buildings. This
is considered a transparent
and verifiable operation, which
can create confidence for the
people that they will receive
the most fair compensation. In
addition, the people who
gathered to establish a new
community have created a
total of 22 evacuation plots,
which the relevant agencies
have come in to provide
utilities and public services
such as electricity, roads, and
tap water, as well as building
temples, schools, health
stations, and police stations to
replace the original ones for

or hardships to one group of the community. At the same

people by creating benefits
for another group of people.
No matter how much the
project can solve the public
problems, it is necessary to
take into account those
affected.

time, they have organized the
promotion and development of
occupations in agriculture,
fisheries, livestock, and
household industries.

from using more stable water
also helps increase moisture
in the reforested areas,
resulting in fertility and
diversity of the ecosystem
within the reservoir. It has
become a new important
fishery source of the country,
creating jobs and income for
local people. It is also a
popular tourist attraction in
the dam area. Along both
sides of the road, there are
fields of sunflowers blooming
together. Importantly, it is
also a picture of the success
of sustainable water resource
management of Thailand by
the genius of His Majesty
King Bhumibol Adulyade;j.
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