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Abstract:

Background and Objectives: Thap Phrik Subdistrict, located in Aranyaprathet District,
Sa Kaeo Province, is a border area adjacent to Cambodia. Due to this geographical
characteristic, the area has faced an increasingly severe drug problem, with a continuous
upward trend observed since 2017. This issue has affected the safety of residents’ lives
and property, as well as the overall quality of life and resilience of the community.
Addressing this problem effectively cannot rely solely on government agencies; it requires
a participatory process involving all sectors of the community.This research therefore
aimed to (1) study the state and situation of drug problems, (2) examine the community
participation process in preventing, suppressing, and resolving drug problems in Thap
Phrik Subdistrict, and (3) develop a participatory community empowerment model to
systematically and sustainably address these issues.

Methods: This study employed a mixed-methods approach, dividing data collection into
two components. The first component involved qualitative data, collected through in-depth
interviews, focus group discussions, and satisfaction evaluation forms from 15 key
informants, including community leaders, network members, and stakeholders in the
area. The second component involved quantitative data, gathered through questionnaires
administered to a sample of 177 residents living

in Thap Phrik Subdistrict. Stratified random sampling was used to ensure the sample
appropriately represented the local population.

Results: The findings revealed that Thap Phrik Subdistrict’s status as a border area
adjacent to Cambodia is a key factor contributing to the continuous rise in drug problems
since 2017. As a result, various communities within the subdistrict have collaborated to
address the issue under a systematic participation concept, comprising three key
components including (1) Community leaders play a crucial role in raising awareness
and uniting community members as a cohesive force; (2) Collaboration exists between
government agencies and local authorities in jointly carrying out operations; (3) Residents
take an active role in monitoring, reporting tips, and continuously participating in various
community activities. Regarding the participatory community empowerment model
developed through this research, it focuses on integrating cooperation among different
groups within the community, with particular emphasis on promoting the role of youth

and the creative use of technology as tools for preventing and resolving the problem.
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The model also includes the establishment of the Thap Phrik Joint Operations Center,
serving as a central mechanism to coordinate community cooperation in an appropriate
and sustainable manner for addressing drug problems.

Application of this study: The findings of this study offer practical guidance for government
agencies, local administrative organizations, and network partners operating in other
border regions that face similar drug-related challenges. The research provides a framework
for designing community participation mechanisms tailored to the specific social,
geographic, and cultural context of each area. Additionally, the Joint Operations Center
model, along with the strategy of promoting youth engagement and technology use, can
serve as a replicable prototype for shaping drug prevention and resolution policies and
action plans at both the local and national levels.

Conclusions: Effectively addressing drug problems in border communities such as Thap
Phrik Subdistrict requires systematic, sustained cooperation among community leaders,
government agencies, and residents. The participatory community empowerment model
developed in this study - centered on integrated cooperation, youth engagement, creative
technology use, and the establishment of a joint operations center—demonstrates strong
potential as an effective and sustainable mechanism for genuinely preventing, suppressing,
and resolving drug problems at the community level, and offers a valuable model for
similar border areas facing comparable challenges.

Keywords: Community Strengthening; Participation; Narcotics; Thap Phrik; Aranyaprathet
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The Circumstances of Drug Problems in Thap Phnk

Subdistrict, Aranyaprathet District, Sa Kaeo Province.

| }

The Process of Community Participation in Level of People’s Participation in Preventing and
Addressing Drug Problems Combating Drug Problems

1. Establishing guidelines and methods for 1. Participation in decision-rmaking.

solving drug-related issues. 2. Participation in implementation.

2. Community-based implementation by the | 3. Participation in receiving benefits.

people themselves. 4. Participaion in evaluation.

3. Encouraging collaboration and participation (CGohen & Uphoff, 1980)

among stakeholders.
4. Utilizing the community’s potential with
people as the core resource.

(Office of the Narcotics Control Board, 2016)

v

Development of a Participation Community Strengthening Model
1. Building community awareness and recognition of drug-related problems.
2. Promoting community learning and public consciousness.
3. Establishing social measures and surveillance mechanisms.
4. Enhancing knowledge, skills, and problem-solving capacities.
5. Creating collective immunity among individuals, families, and communities.

(Chakkrakit Pinyaopong, Prathueang Phimpho, & Pranee Matamma, 2002).

A

A model for strengthening community resilience through participatory
approaches in preventing and solving drug-related problems in Thap Phrik

Subdistrict, Aranyaprathet District, Sa Kaeo Province.

Figure 1. Research Conceptual Framework
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2.2 szaumaidiniinlumatdosniu dsudnauuazud ludyweandalwaeiundwaiunin snessylsne

FIRIARIZWA?

Table 1. Levels of Participation in Preventing, Suppressing, and Solving Drug Problems in Thap Prik Subdistrict,
Aranyaprathet District, Sa Kaeo Province (N = 177)

Item Mean S.D. Level of Participation
1. Participation in decision-making 2.70 1.22 Moderate
2. Participation in implementation 2.83 1.22 Moderate
3. Participation in benefit maintenance 3.36 1.03 Moderate
4. Participation in evaluation 2.39 1.28 Low
Overall 2.82 1.19 Moderate
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waz umsdaunvlumsaasula (mmﬁﬂ 2.6994, SD = 1.21588) agﬂm:ﬁumunma a:ﬁaudmmuﬁmsﬁmm’m
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s}?aﬂszLé‘?ufﬁaaﬁﬁﬂﬂgimma‘i’nﬂulumiﬁw ASinenando: aesssd e Unudna sghagediw ileandatesing
nuisuusnRnTze UM ItsunvasdsmoulwiuAlrnd
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fuathadibd Ay Iafiafiszat 0.05 (t = -1.258, p = 0.210) laswamofidnadorinty 3.22 uasinangefiaais
Wiy 3.42
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3.1 WA IUIHABANNTDAARBILAZAMNIAANIZANVDIFUULL INN1ITFUNUINGN (Focus Group)
Hnsanonddn speaas gdmaumaa nMINaMTUTILAZAIUN WA suAITas wut 31 BRIt
fanumeaasasnuusunTssRuiTauausUariuwSn Sanuiminzauuszdanuduwlyidlumsi U figesslusduunn
T,@U;jmaqmgeﬁﬁiaLﬁmaLLu:LﬁuLﬁuiﬁLﬁuﬂﬂsaﬁTnaguouﬂszmmua:ﬂ']sa%am%aﬂ’mmnﬁu’[ﬁdmﬁﬁu

3.2 HANINATBUANNINOUUALHAINITIIITINNANTIN (Pre-test / Post-test) HANTINARALANFAIY
LﬁﬂaLﬁmﬂ”ﬁJmsﬂaaﬁmmzLtff’]im”aﬂtuvmmLawﬁmadmjmﬁazi’mriaw,l,azm”aLﬂTﬂi"JuIﬂiaﬂws WU AzuUmRRETaY
[WNTINAINTIUYINND 6.81 (S.D. = 2.50) LAZHAIIINNNITITINAINTIN ﬂ@:&lﬂv’mEi’]dﬁﬂiLL%%ﬂ’J’]&liL%ﬁItlLﬁ&l“ﬁ%lﬂ%
11.23 (S.D. = 2.45) \lanasaudiuaia Paired t-test Wuin ﬂ’J’]&Jiﬂ’J’]&lL“ﬁﬂIﬁmﬁ:ﬁL"lT’]i"JNﬁ%ﬂiillﬁj\‘]ﬂ’j’]ﬁaul,"ﬁ"ﬁ"mﬁ%ﬂﬁu
amaﬁﬁfﬂéwﬁfymaaﬁﬁﬁszﬁu .05 (t = 16.790, p = .05) a;ﬁ"l,@h"] monasmaidinianyy dezmruwianuiany
dhlafsatumsfaunalunsdesiu Unudn wesud ludymoiande gann daunnfInITnadlidey
nIsBafszaL .05 6'1?\1LLmﬂﬁLﬁu'jwmﬁmﬁaﬂim@Tandnmminﬁ'@umLm:ﬂﬂi:@”um'lufmaaﬁi:mﬂmvlﬁasmﬁ
U3eANTNIW

3.3 wansdszdinanafionalavasnusudanisidniauionss

Table 2. Level of public satisfaction towards the “ Thap Phrik Ruam Jai, Rai Ngao Ya Sep Tit Model”

Assessment ltems X  S.D. Level of Satisfaction
1. The relevance and usefulness of the knowledge gained 452 0.65 Highest
2. The format and process of the activities were easy to understand 442 0.70 High
3. The opportunity for community participation and interaction 4.60 0.58 Highest
4. Overall satisfaction with the “Thap Phrik Ruam Jai, Rai Ngao Ya Sep Tit model 455 0.62 Highest
Overall Average 452 0.64 Highest

N7 2 (Table 2) WU ﬂi:m"ﬁusl,w‘huaﬂ“’uw%ﬂﬁmmﬁawalwianmﬁws’mﬁanssmmgﬂLLuU’LumWiw
agﬂmm"’umnﬁq@ (Mean = 4.52, S.D. = 0.64) \{laNansonTaeunuin @TﬁuﬂﬁLﬂ@Ianwﬁlﬁqmumﬁmﬁmm’mua:
ﬁﬂﬁﬁwwv%ﬁf (The opportunity for community participation and interaction) H92AUANUNIN alﬁ]gdq&] ﬁ]”@agﬂm:@"umﬂﬁq@
(Mean = 4.60, S.D. = 0.58) 38989318UALT 2 A anuisnalalunwiindagduny “viuwiniwla THneuande’
(Overall satisfaction with the model) ayﬂm:ﬁumﬂﬁq@ (Mean = 4.55, S.D. = 0.62) UazfaUf 3 ANUFaaAaILAZ
ﬂs:‘[mﬁmaammfﬂﬁ%’u (The relevance and usefulness of the knowledge gained) aglus:@”uwwr]ﬁqm (Mean = 4.52,
S.D.=0.65) LLa:ﬁ'mVqu@ﬁ’lfJ fo @T’mgll LLuuLLa:mgumawu gsnanTIndanunlade (The format and process of the activities
were easy to understand) LLﬁazﬁmmﬁyﬁauﬁq@lumjm Lwiﬂ'amaglmﬂmsvfs:@”umﬂ (Mean = 4.42, S.D. = 0.70)

ﬁEﬂLLazﬂ’lsaﬁﬂ“i’]ﬂNa (Conclusion and Discussion)

MNMIFNIATLIS04 RIS e eHE PR R B AR iatlaariu dudmauazutlaymeiandaass
fafu duariunsn suneasylszing sswiasszuty manIneddneranuianizasdnidn 2 de leeait
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1. Input Factors

[ Drug Problem Conditions J [ Thap Phrik Context ] [ National & Local Policies J

2. 4-Dimensional
Implementation Process

Prevention: Building

Suppresswn Surveillance } [Treatment Second Chance j Searchlng Active Screemng
Immunity

y

Foundation: Tripartite
Participation
Local Leaders - Government
- Citizens

l

3. Output & Outcome

I dC it Highest Level of
MIEAEEEC GRS '6 e.s ev'e ° Reduction in Drug Problems
Knowledge Satisfaction

|

A Strong and Sustainahbly
Drug-Free
Thap Phrik Community

Figure 2. The “Thap Phrik Ruam Jai, Rai Ngao Ya Sep Tit” Model
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