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Abstract

This research focuses on the comparison the language structure between standard Malay and standard
Thai. The findings reveal that word classes, phrase structures and sentence structures in standard Malay
are mostly similar to standard Thai; however, there are some different characteristics. Comparatively,
word classes in standard Thai can be classified by the “function in the sentence”. Moreover, word classes
are co—appeared with the other word in the sentence, whereas, word classes in standard Malay can be
classified by the function of the sentence which are formed by the change of noun, verb and adjective.
Also, the study of phrase structures show that noun phrases and preposition phrase in standard Malay
can be functioned as the adverb after noun phrases which are the subject of the sentence without verb
immediately. Apart from these, the study of the comparison of the sentence structure shows that
standard Thai does not have basic sentence structure which includes noun phrase + noun phrase, noun
phrase + conjunction phrase, and noun phrase + adjective phrase, nevertheless, the structure of basic

sentence that includes noun phrase + verb phrase is commonly seen in standard Thai and standard Malay.

Keywords : Language Structure, The Comparison of Word Classes, Phrase Structures and

Sentence Structures, Standard Malay
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