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Abstract

The article objectives were to study socio-cultural change through
diversity of life history and experience of congested community leaders, and
to analyze the relationship of the complex changes in Thai society and culture.
The study applied the qualitative research method, started with documentary
research and followed by field research. The field researches were conducted
by informal interview, and participant observation.

The study indicates their life histories and diversified but with magnificent,
energetic and astonished stories. Their stories involved with different kinds of
people in social structure and social relation. In considering the leaders’ role
of congested community where was recognized as a marginal spaces in the city.
When deeply considered, congested community has provided an opportunity
for underprivileged people to seek for their futures among the strangers in the
big city, while they were facing the demolition of settlement by the authoritarian
adhered to basic assumption of centralized government. However, recent
development approach towards environmental awareness and a support from
non-governmental organization has been empowered the community in the
movement to change social position, power structure, and power relations
among state, official service, and the community. The power relation has been
shifted from a patron-client relation to a negotiated relation.

The community, with wider opportunity and more bargaining, the community
has developed the sense of “imagined community”. No surrender to the destiny
and/or power structure, both the community and the leader are encouraged
to create new social network and starts a “conscious community”. The conscious
community has high potential to change of identity, life, family, kinship,
community and society as an agent active and has a choice of life.

Keywords : Socio-cultural change, Life histories and experiences,
Community leaders
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