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Abstract

The aim of this article is to present the community evolution which
includes problems and approaches to support and strengthen Chumchonsattha
Network suited with community identities. The study applied the qualitative
research method, started with documentary research and followed by field
research. The field researches were conducted by interview, observation, and
workshops.

The study found that since 2004, violence has happened and
profoundly impacted to a foundation of Chumchonsattha Network. The Network
was established through community empowerment to improve new development
alternatives that harmonized with community’s expectations and needs.
Through many activities, people process was started. Innovation from the
people process leaded to the success in community development based on
local identity and culture. Improvement in new activities led to community
independence and sustainability. These activities assisted in the formation of
proudness and confidence among people in the development process. The
process has been well accepted by other organizations as they continuedto
provide further support to Chumchonsattha Network operation.

However, the operation of Chumchonsattha Network consisted of many
problems from the community level to the network level. These problems
included Chumcohomsattha Network status, position, and idealization of the
concept. This study suggested that the Chumchonsattha Network should reform
its structure and management practice. Its management practice should be
decentralized and equipped with capacity strengthening for leaders at all levels.
In addition, the Chumchonsattha Network should enhance public communication
and foster relationships with other networks and civil organizations. The study
made an additional suggestion on policy in which Thai government should
require an alteration of development concept at ministial level. The concept
should support community strengthening through community participation
with tangible output. Consideration should be made on providing community
fund for community development in the southern border province.

Keywords : Chumchonsattha Network, Development, Community Identity.
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