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Abstract

The objective of the research was to study Speech Acts from Soul
Recalling in Therapeutic Ceremonies of the Phu-Thai Shamans in 4 provinces
of Thailand : Kalasin , Nakorn Phanom , Sakon Nakhon and Muk Dahan. The
Soul Recalling in Therapeutic Ceremonies of the Phu-Thai Shamans called
Yao Ritual (healing rite) is the oldest Thai healing rite. This refelect the belief
in spirits of Phu-thai, especially in Phi-Fa Paya Tian (the most powerfull spirit),
The ritual procedure consists : 1. Inviting and worskiping spirit from the heaven
2 Examing (Lam Song) and investigating the cause of the sickness. 3. Diagnosing
patient 4. Recalling patient’s soul and 5.Saying goodbye and asking the
spirit to return to heaven. This research is based on the data (ritual songs) of
12 soul recalling speech acts collected from Moh Yao (shamen or medium of
the ritual). The data were analyzed by John R. Searl’s speech acts theory
(1969) in 2 aspects: performative verb and indirect speech acts (implied meaning
of utterances). The results showed that the soul calling speech acts of Phu-Thai
shamen in therapeutic ceremonies procedure was the same in all 4 prvinces.
It was found that Moh Yao used the speech acts to reassure the patients most.
The speech acts used were : assertives , directives, commissives and declaratives.
In terms of indirect speech acts, questioning with purpose of asserting or soul
recalling was used. In addition, reassuring in from of prohibiting utterances was used.
The results and conclusion of this research correspond to the speech acts
theory as “Speech makes acts”. It can be proved by the speech used by Moh
Yoa to encourage and reassure the patients.

Keywords : Speech Acts, Soul Recalling, Therapeutic Ceremonies
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