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Abstract

The Bumiputera policy in the Federal Constitution of Malaysia provides
preferential treatment to guarantee the social and economic standing of
Bumiputeras, a group of population comprising of Malays and natives. The
Malaysian government under the leadership of the National Front has long
supported the policy so as to improve the Bumiputera economic status which
has been lower than other population. As a result, the National Front has
remained in power for over 50 years with Bumiputeras who constitute the
majority of population its major base voters. Interestingly, the results of the
two latest elections in 2008 and 2013 showed a critical change in Malaysian
politics as the National Front lost the popular vote and a majority of seats in
Parliament. This reflects the declining popularity of the party due in part to
dissatisfaction of racial discrimination in the Bumiputera policy and its
inconsistency with principles of democracy. Today, a number of Malaysians
demand non race-based and non ethnic-based politics, tending to support the
middle path policy of the opposition parties. Although the Malaysian government
has implemented various policies to eliminate the socio-economic inequality
of the three major races in attempt to adjust social structure and stimulate
the expansion of sustainable and equal economy, the efforts are in vain. The
Bumiputera policy is thus a challenging issue to resolve problems and create
unity in Malaysia.

Keywords : Bumiputera Policy, Races, National Front
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