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Abstract

Thailand has been participated in the Programme for International Student
Assessment since 2000. But, all of its results have informed that Thai students
still gained scores on scientific literacy lower than the average of those from
other countries. This article presents an analysis of public test examples with
consideration on Thai students’ past scores through a view of scientific inquiry
in order to indicate what limits Thai students to develop their scientific abilities.
The results of this analysis reveal that the aspect that most frequently appears
in the test examples is formulating hypotheses and predicting possible
educated guesses, while Thai students performed worst on scientific persuasion
and argumentation, which not explicitly appears in the 2008 Basic Education
Core Curriculum. This article suggests ways to enhance the quality of science

teaching and learning in Thailand.
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