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Abstract

By applying “blason populaire” approach, this paper aims at studying,
through their folktales, attitudes of Thai Phuan people living in Pak Phli district,
Nakhon Nayok province. According to the study, there are two kinds of
attitudes : attitudes towards themselves and the others. For the former,
the Thai Phuan people have both positive and negative attitudes towards
themselves. In the bright light, they consider that they have strong faith in
Buddhism, strictly follow moral principles, and are charitable. Furthermore,
they see themselves as grateful, polite, humble, and pacific persons. More
importantly, they harmonize with one another in their community. In the
dark side, they are so honest that they have been taken advantages. They

have bias against widows, divorced women, and those who violate social
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mores and traditional practices. For the latter, they have both positive and
negative attitudes towards other groups. They adore Chinese Thais that these
people are industrious and good in commerce. They see Thais that the Thais
love only civil servant occupations such as soldier or police, and are not
hard-working, idle, ceremonious, bossy, and licentious. In addition, Lao groups

are considered to be inferior to them.

Keywords : The Attitude of Thai Phuan People, Ethnic Groups
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