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A Cross-Cultural Study : The Relationship
Between Perception and Drawing Ability
Among Children from the United States
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This cross-cultural investigation measured
and compared the effects of cultural envi-
ronments upon children's visual perception
and human figure drawing ability. The sample
was selected from children enrolled in middie
socioeconomic American and Thailand public
schools, Grades 1, 3 and 5. The sampling was
comprised of 139 children, of whom 68 were
American and 71 were Thai, both male and
female.

The Goodenough-Harris Drawing Test
was used to measure children's cognitive
maturity n terms of conceptual thinking
potentiality and the accuracy of observation
in their details of human figure drawings.
The Embedded Figure Test was used to
measure chiidren's perceptual differentiation
between analytical and global-perceptual
modes.

The findings of the study indicated
ihat Thai subjects exhibited more cognitive
maturity and more analytical perception than

American subjects with American subjects
exhibiting more global perception. Males
tended to have more analytical perception
yet have less cognitive maturity than did
females who tended to have more global
perception. Older subjects exhibited more
of both cognitive maturity and analytical
perception. Subjects who demonstrated a
greater level of analytical perception tended
to also have greater cognitive maturity when
compared across cultures.

American males and females had equally
visual-perceptual traits with females tending
to have more cognitive maturity. Thai males
lended to have more analytical-perceptual
traits than females yet had less cognitive
maturity.
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American Child’s Drawings
The Highest Score in the First Grade
ID. 009610718, Male, Score 34.7

Man Woman




* Thai Child’s Drawings
The Highest Score in the First Grade
ID. 072710639, Female, Score 46.3

Man Woman Self
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