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Abstract

The study focuses on the community's perceived values
of an archeological site, Sap Cham Pa Archaeological Site in
Lop Buri Province. The study was conducted conducted from
June 2007 to November 2009. The research methods used

questionnaires survey which respect to cultural heritage tourism
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development and conservation of an archeological site.The Likert scale was
to rank the local perceptions on various aspects of tourism development and
conservation. The data were analyzed using SPSS program Version 10.1.The
result indicated that the local perspectives about the values of the site were
generally positive. The economic value was consistently ranked much higher

the cultural and educational values.
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Introduction

Sustainably managed cultural heritage tourism can be a means to improve
livelihood opportunities and promote the conservation of cultural attractions
upon which tourism depends. The involvement of communities in tourism
development is being promoted worldwide especially in developing countries
such as Thailand (Cohen, 2001). The United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO, 2011) states that cultural heritage tourism can
enhance, nurture, and revive cultural heritage. However, the benefits of tourism
at the community level can be undermined if the host community is not involved
in the planning and management of tourism. Given that different people have
different ways of viewing the values associated with cultural heritage in the
context of tourism and heritage conservation, it is necessary to have broad
public consultation and involvement with emphasis on communities that are
direfully affected by development (Cole, 2006; Catibog-Sinha, 2010). Through
genuine participation, the community members can be assured that their major
concerns and issues are addressed (Hardy & Beeton, 2001).

Archeological sites are popular cultural heritage attractions (Smith, 2009).
Archaeological sites and the artifacts found therein are important elements of
a society’s past culture and histories (Renfrew, 2000).They have symbolic,
aesthetic, spiritual, historic, educational, research, and economic values

(Mason & Avarani, 2002).These values provide both national and local
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public awareness and cultural pride and identity. Through sustainable tourism
development, archeological sites can help generate local, national, and
international employments and revenues (Costin, 1991). All these values, both
tangible and intangible, should be maintained and enhanced for the present and
future generations in order to promote local pride and identity, enhance local
economy, and increase public awareness on conservation.

Local perspectives especially of members of a community who are directly
affected by tourism development within a destination, where culturally valuable
heritage such as archeological sites are located, are necessary in tourism
This paper focuses on what the local community living around and adjacent to
archeological site feel about the importance of the site in relation to their way of
life as well as the benefits that they foresee if the site were to be developed as
a cultural heritage tourist destination.

Sap Cham Pa Archaeological Site (henceforth SCAS) has interesting features
and stories that could attract cultural tourists. SCAS is located at Sap Cham Pa
sub-district, east of Tha Luang district, about 80 kilometers from Lop Buri Province
in the central region of Thailand. It is 350 rais in area and has an altitude of 160
meters above sea level. SCAS assumes the shape of an inverted heart (Lertrit,
2003). Two parallel layers of moat structures, each 16 meters wide and 10 meters
deep, surround the site. The moats are 20 meters aparl, which may have been
built as physical barriers to protect the ancient city from enemies and intruders
(Figure 1). Some fragments of three small monuments are found in the site; these

monuments are believed to have been used for religious ceremonies (Lertrit, 2004).

Figure 1: Perspective of the moals encl

the section perspective (right)

Source: Adapted from Openbase, 2008(left) and drawn by |. Sartlatat on August 28, 2009(right)
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The cultural heritage significance of SCAS has to be preserved and its
stories re-told to the present and future generations; tourism is a tool to highlight
this significance and promote its conservation at both the locai and national
levels. The cultural heritage significance of SCAS is that it was discovered
accidentally during the government’s campaign to eradicate an agricultural
pest. Later, the Regional Office of Fine Arts in Lop Buri and Silpakorn University
collaborated in a scientific excavation of the site from which they recovered
many important and ancient relics, such as grinding stone, Buddha image
red stone, crouching deer, and south Indian inscription (Maleipan,1973;
Bhumadhorn, 1979).These archaeological evidences indicate the chronological
age of the ancient city. The existence of the city can be divided in four periods,
namely prehistoric and proto-historic period (2000 B.C. to ca.A.D.500);Dvaravati
period (600-700 A.D.) (Maleipan,1973; Bhumadhorn, 1979; Lertrit,2003); Deserted
or unoccupied period (10th- 19th A.D.) (Bhumadhorn,1979);and present period
{1900s A.D.) (FAD.4,2008). It is believed that the strategic location of this
ancient city made it an important trade exchange route between the central and
northeastern regions of Thailand (Bhumadhorn, 1994; Lertrit, 2003). The artifacts
collected from the site indicate that the early settlers of the ancient city traded
with Indian merchants. Prior to World War Il, Marshal Pibunsongkram ordered
the establishment of a military town in Lop Buri province and the transfer of the
capital of Thailand from Bangkok to Petchaboon province. During this period,
non-Thai residents (i.e. Chinese) in Lop Buri province were ordered to setlle
east at and around the vicinity of the archeological site, which during that time
was still unknown to exist (Pibunsongkram, 1997). A large portion of the forest
that had overgrown and covered the ancient city was cleared for settlement
and agriculture (Sujchaya, 1999).The new settlers while farming the |50
discovered some of the archeological remains of the ancient city now called Sap
Cham Pa. Some 20 years later, the Royal Fores! Department promuigated the
Nafisial Forest Act of 1664 Genseguently, Chat Badan iint; Whele me.
archeological site is located, was declared a protected zone under the Chai

Badan National Forest Act of 1969. As this archaeological site was within the
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Chai Badan Forest, it is basically a protected site (Unyuang, 2000). Despite
the enactment of the above-mentioned laws, the local farmers and residents
have continued farming even expanding their farms and claiming land ownership
(Boonyanant,1999). The Royal Forest Department compromised in 1974 by
allowing farmers to remain on their land under a 50- year lease agreement, thal
is, no private ownership was permitted (Lertrit, 2003).

Upon the discovery of the archeological site (SCAS) and to promote its
cultural significance,Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn was invited by Mr.
Bhumadhorn Bhudhorn, the former chief of the Som Dej Pra Narai National
Museum to visit SCAS on October 15, 1986. After her Majesty’s visit to SCAS,
conservation and archaeological research projects funded by national cultural
heritage offices were implemented (Bhumadhorn, 1994). The Royal Forest
Department up until the present has reforested the vicinity of SCAS as it has
also been mandated to protect the site from illegal entry especially from thieves
stealing antiquities for trade.

Thus, this paper aims to discuss the views of the local community (local
farmers and residents) regarding their perceived values of SCAS as a cultural
heritage site. Their views regarding the conservation associated with the

development of the site as a cultural tourism destination were also determined.

Methods

A structured guestionnaire survey was conducted from December 2007
to March 2008 A total of 217 respondents from the seven villages of Sap
Cham Pa sub-district were available and willing to participate in this study.
The perceptions of the respondents were assessed using a 5-point Likert scale
to determine the level of importance attached to the following variables: (a)
preservation of heritage for the future generations, (b) promotion of heritage
as new tourist attraction,and (c)co-existence of conservation and tourism.The
numerical values from the Likert scale were averaged and the corresponding
standard deviations computed. The respondents’ views regarding the perceived

benefits of developing the site as a cultural heritage attraction were also
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determined. The Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) program

Version 10.1 was used in the analysis of the data.

Result and discussion

The survey results are discussed below and presented into three parts:
(a) socio-graphic profile of the respondents, (b) the local community’'s perspectives
on conservation and tourism management of the archaeological site, SCAS,
(c) the values of benefits from SCAS

(a) Socio-demographic profile

The majority of the respondents were females (60 %). The respondents
ranged from 18 to more than 49 years of age. The main occupation of the
respondents was farming (45%), and had no adjunct or supplementary income.
The average family income of the majority of the respondents (28%) was less
than Baht 10,000 per year, which is quite below the national average family
income (The National Statistical Office of Thailand, 2009). The respondents had
lived in Sap Cham Pa sub-district for some 11-20 years.

(b) Local community’s perspectives on conservation and tourism
management of SCAS

The results indicate that the local community had a positive attitude
towards the conservation of SCAS and expressed agreement on the integration
of tourism development and the conservation of the study area (Table 1).
The community’s agreement on how tourism and conservation of SCAS should
be managed yielded an average Likert score close to 5 (strong agreement).
More specifically, the respondents gave an average Likert score of 4.91
(S.D.#0.35) regarding the conservation of SCAS for the future generations; an
average of 4.85 (S.D¥0.42) regarding the need to promote SCAS as a new
tourist attraction in Lop Buri province, and an average score of 4.82 (S.D +0.38),
regarding the need to managed conservation and tourism simultaneously in
SCAS.
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Table.1. Local community’s perspectives about conservation and tourism in

ltems | n | Mean | SD
| | |
B e
1.8hould preserve for the future generations | 215 | 491 | 035
| [ B
-
2.Should promote as new tourist atiraction in Lop Buri province | 214 4.85 | 042

RS | TN, TS SIS

| 217 | 482 | 038

3.Should ce-exist between conservation and tourism

T R R R R S ..

'Likert Scale: 1:“strongly disagree, 2 = éjisagree, 3= neutral, 4= agree, and 5 = strongly agree

The respondents felt that SCAS should be preserved to halt further
destruction. The mere existence of SCAS in their locality has made them feel
proud of their heritage, and stated that proper management of SCAS will
give them opportunities to participate in various conservation initiatives, which
can further enhance public awareness about cultural heritage conservation
as well as a strong feeling of social unity. SCAS can, therefore, be instrumental
in uniting the people of Sap Cham Pa sub-district, where relevant stakeholders
including researcher s, experts, academicians, and government representatives
can work together for a common good.

As a new cultural attraction in Lop Buri province, it can provide additional
and alternative economic benefits at the community level. They all suggested
that additional government support is needed for the development of the site as
a tourist attraction. However, they believed that cooperation among stakeholders
is necessary to make this idea a reality. The majority of respondents were in
favor of the idea of integrating tourism and conservation in the management
of SCAS, The co-existence of conservation and tourism can serve as a tool to
preserve the cultural heritage value of the site while at the same time creates
job opportunities for the residents.

(c) The values and benefits of SCAS

The respondents had several expectations with regards to the benefits
that might arise from developing SCAS as a tourist destination. Figure.2 summarizes
the perceived economic, cultural, and education values associated with the

development of SCAS as a tourist destination.
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FfQUre 2: The community's perceived values of SCAS as a cultural h

Table.2: Benefits of SCAS o the

Categories of Values n Percent

Economic Values

More |ob opportunities 187 12.81
Maore government support for local community 182 12,46
Increased family income 180 12.33
More infrastructure development 172 11.78
su-toal 74 a0
Increased public appreciation of cultural heritage 201 13.77
Consgervation of the cultural heritage site at the national level 191 13.08
N SL:h—;o‘.e;I - S - 739? - “ -26‘_85.

Education Values

Increased educational or learning opportunities 185 12.67

_"Sub:tb!.a‘
_SD-C\;\ Vf;nuesi 7
Mare cooperation among stakeholders 160 10.96
Other : increased motivation towards conservation would strengthen 2 0.14

the relationships within the community

Sub-total 7 - N TS ) T
Grand Total N=1,460 100.000

"Based on multiple responses from 217 respondents

i
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As shown on Table 2 and Figure 2, the respondents (49.38%) believed
that economic benefits are very important in the context of tourism development
of SCAS. They expected that tourism can create job opportunities, increase
family income, and improve their quality of life. The cultural value of SCAS as a
tourist destination was considered important by 26.85% of the respondents as
the site has the potential to increase public awareness of the cultural value of
the site and generate more national support for conservation. The educational
and social benefits of SCAS were ranked relatively low (11.1% and 12.67%,
respectively) by the respondents even though several organizations and
academic institutions have had initiated a few educational and research
activities at SCAS. It seems that the educational benefits of SCAS have not
quite filtered through the majority of the respondents, probably because they
are not actively involved in these academic activities. Providing incentives to
the local community to appreciate the value of SCAS should also be provided.
Because the social benefits of SCAS were ranked low (11.1%), motivation and
incentives of the local community to conserve the archaeological site may be
inadeqguate. Thus, the local community should be given better incentives to
ensure that they can truly appreciate the value of conserving SCAS both as a

cultural heritage site and as a tourist attraction.

Conclusion

The local community residing near and around the Sap Cham Pa
Archaeological Site had a positive attitude towards the conservation of the
archeological site and agreed that the integration of tourism development and
conservation is essential for sustainability. Based on the results of a 5-point
Likert scale, the respondents, in the context of developing SCAS as a tourist
destination, expressed the importance of (a) preserving heritage for the future
generations, (b) promoting heritage features of SCAS as new tourisl altraction,
and (c) the need to simultaneously manage the site for conservation and tourism
. The economic benefits that would accrue from the development of SCAS were

high in the minds of the majority of respondents. The cultural value of SCAS as
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a tourist destination , , ‘
was also considered important. It seems that the educational

benefits of SCAS have not quite filtered through the majority of the respondents,
probably because they are not actively involved in these academic activities. If
SCAS were to be  developed as cultural heritage tourist destination, it is necessary
that both  short term and long term goals be addressed. The involvement of all

relevant stakeholders is crucial in all aspects of tourism management.
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