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Abstract

This research aimed at studying cultural identity, factors, forms,
and means relevant to the maintenance of cultural identity, including
the impact and trend relating to the maintenance of cultural identity of the
Malaysians of Thai descent in the northern states of Malaysia, principally
through the idea of socio-economic history of the Anal School and the idea of
ethnicity.

It was found from the research that the Malaysians of Thai descent in
the northern states of Malaysia still adhered to the cultural identity born
of a system of beliefs and rituals, namely, belief and faith in Buddhism
with the Thai monaslery as the focus of hamlet culture and Buddhist monks
as the spiritual center of the community, beliefs in spirits, fortune-telling,
respect for things sacred, including beliefs in nature and the supernatural.
Most of the production system still involved agriculture, the kind of production
for life sustenance. About the system of coexistence as society, it was
still extended family under the care of parents. The southern Thai dialect

was used for communication in daily life. Buddhist ordination for children
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was favored, as it was considered a compulsory custom. A high level of
education was desired for children, and government service was a career
of preference, deemed an honor for the family. Transmission to younger
generations was favored of the forms of art and culture outstanding for the
quality of Thainess. Pride was taken for the quality of being Orang Siam, as
this was held to signify the great nation once in control of this territory. A
simple life was led, peace was entertained, and violence was frowned upon.
Life was sustained on this foundation of idea: “A minority group must accept
the culture of a majority group and learn it, by no means neglecting the
minority group's own identity.” The factors affecting the maintenance of cultural
identity arose from factors of local history and those inside and outside the
community. For forms and means of the maintenance of cultural identity,
self-adjustment and creation of cultural identity were used through a system of
social network. For impacts and trends of the maintenance of cultural identity,
these were impacts regarding Thai-language instruction, Buddhism, making a
living, tradition and custom, wisdom transmission, and the policy of Malaysia’s

national development.
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