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Decriminalization Measures for Drug Addicts

Wasin Suwannarat' Sumalee Wongwitit?
Thanee Worrapat® Chancho Chaiyanukit®

Abstract

his research article aims to study to (1) problems of Thai drug laws including its

Tenforcements to drug takers, (2) compare Thai drug laws with some foreign countries,
(3) set legal measures to reduce the criminal offenses of drug takers in Thailand, and (4) evaluate
the legal measures to reduce the criminal offenses of drug takers. The researchers used the
qualitative research methodology by using 3 methods of data collection, namely documentary
research, in-depth interviews of 21 people and focus group discussion of 10 people and analyzed
the data by using content analysis techniques and comparison interpretation.

Findings showed that the focus on the criminal punishment of those involved with drugs
without separating drug addicts from drug dealers was not in consonance with the principles of
the criminal justice process and was not an approach to successfully solve drug problems. It was
also against the medical principle that considered drug addicts as sick persons. Findings from the
research recommend that decriminalization measures should be enforced with drug addicts.
This is an approach to solve drug problems that has been successful in many countries. It is also
the approach adopted by the United Nations to solve drug problems. In addition, the findings
recommend legal measures for taking care of drug addicts by replacing criminal punishment with
community service. Specifically, it is a measure intended for drug addicts whose quantity of drugs
does not exceed the set legal limit. They must do social work. A committee to prevent and solve
drug problems in the community should be established to play the role of preventing and
solving the drug problems of the community as designated by law.
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