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Legal Measures to Solve the Problem of Voluntary Prostitution
in the Kingdom of Thailand

Kanokluk Juimanee' Suksamai Suttibodee®
Sattaya Arunthari® Uthai Arthivech’

Abstract

he purposes of this research were to study (1) the problems of current Thai laws

Tegarding voluntary prostitution, (2) concepts, theories and literature related to voluntary
prostitution, (3) to compare the rules of the law relating to prostitution voluntarily in the
prohibited system, the legalized system and the abolished system, (4) to analyze suitable legal
measures for resolving voluntary prostitution in the Kingdom of Thailand, (5) to suggest on how
to revise the law on voluntary prostitution appropriately and in line with the current Thai society
context. The research used a qualitative model and collecting data through document research
and in-depth interviews and analyzed the data by using content analysis techniques and
comparison interpretation.

The results showed that at present, the law does not intend to seriously prevent and
suppress prostitution. But at the same time, it does not legalize the prostitution business conduct.
The law allows and legalize the own contact or solicitation for prostitution in a concealed and
hidden manners. But there are no rules to organize such conduct. Yet, the penalty rates for those
who contact or persuade for prostitution by themselves in a publicly open manner are too low,
and the law does not specify the offense of those who agree to purchase the said prostitution
service. This causes prostitution not be legally protected and is exploited by a third party.
Therefore, the matter must be made legal under the rules prescribed by law, amendment of the

penalty rates and determination of an offense for prostitution should be considered as well.
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