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Democracy in the Public Deliberation Process of Community
Organization Councils in the Lower Southern Region

Jakrin Sitthajarn' Damrongsak Junthothai®
Rong Boonsuaykhwan’ Vichien Tansirikongkhon®

Abstract

his research article aim to study: the researcher examines (1) the patterns of the public

Tdetiberation process of community organization councils in the lower southern region
with the potential to mobilize problems and foster development in various issues; and investigates
(2) the characteristics of democracy in the public deliberation process under study to strengthen
communities in the lower southern region. The qualitative research approach was used by
conducting interviews, observing, studying related documents, and inductive analysis.

Finding are follows: (1) The patterns of the public deliberation process of community
organization councils exhibited the potential for mobilizing problems and fostering development
in various issues. Community organization councils are forums for deliberation by coordinating
major organs of the community. They are the driving force with power from cooperation. Working
groups in specific areas are set up to enhance the ability of community organization councils to
mobilize their missions more widely and more efficiently. The work is in a network system. It is
a forum for deliberation connecting the collaboration of community organs with external network
partners. And (2) The characteristics of democracy in the public deliberation process of
community organization councils that enhance community strength are in consonance with the
theory of deliberative democracy. The major part of the deliberation process is an argument with
public reasoning. Contemplation is employed with discretion. Reasons and arguments are weighed

thoroughly based on evidence and facts. The outcome is agreement or consensus.

Keywords: Deliberative Democracy; Public Deliberation Process; Community Organization
Councils
Type of Article: Research Article
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