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The Reform of the Thai Sangha Act Under the Code of
Monastic Discipline (Vinaya)

Terdsak Patipanavat' Suksamai Sutthibodee® Aumnaj Buasiri®

Abstract

his research article aims to (1) study legal problems in the enforcement of the Sangha

TAct, B.E. 2505 related to wrongdoing in the code of monastic discipline (Vinaya); (2) study
concepts and related theories concerning Buddhism; (3) analyze and compare the code of
monastic discipline (Vinaya) in Thailand comparing the measures of punishment in the code of
monastic discipline (Vinaya) of Buddhist Monks with those in Christianity (Church) and in Islam;
and (4) improve and revise the Sangha law under the code of monastic discipline (Vinaya) of
Thailand by using a qualitative research method and collecting data through documentary
research, in-depth interviews and focus group discussion and analyzed the data by using content
analysis techniques and comparison interpretation.

Findings are as follows: The Sangha Act, B.E. 2505 does not have legal punishment for monks
who do not accept the judgment of the Suppression Law. Including no punishment for females
or other individuals participating in the violation of the code of monastic discipline by having
sexual intercourse and monks who misappropriate possessions of the temple as well as solicit
valuable belongings from members of the general public and boast as having attained the rank
of a noble one. Therefore, such penalties must be clearly defined and there are administrative
measures to control and inspect the monks who will be ordained in Buddhism. These will be
legal measures to enforce and control monks to be under the code of monastic discipline in a

more efficient manner.
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